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»Tis much defir'd, you judges of the town, _ | EE... a 
Would paſs a vote to put all Prologues down | 1 7 
For who can ſhew me, ſince they firſt were writ, 1 
They e'er converted one hard-hearted wit! > fs 3 1 

8  PROLz TO THE RIVAL LADIES. 2 
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V. E wb that with, 1 ſoft _— fouls a 
And ye that rouze them with a martial fire, 
5 
Be huſh'd, while to my Britons: I appear, 


Who can no muſic like their Shakeſpeare hear. 
Hail, my loy'd Britons ! how I'm page's „ 
The great aſſertors of aig Liberty, 

Aſſembled here upon this ſolemn d day, 

To ſee this Roman and this Eng liſt play 

his tragedy in great Eliza's reign, _ 

as writ, when Philip plagu'd both land and main, 
0 ſubjugate the weſtern world to Spain. 

hen I brought mighty Julius on the ſtage, 


Then Britain heard my goes Roman's rage, 
Vor. III. B 


„ RE: rotes 


f 
And came in erouds, with rapture carne, to bee, 4 


The world from its proud tyrant freed by me 
| Rome he enſlav d, for which he dy'd once there; | 
But Gor kiiintrbducing Mav'sy here, * 
Ten times I ſacrifice him ev ry year. 

My noble ſcenes Eliza's ſoul inſpir dz. 
And Britain with « quit diſdain was fir'd, EK 
That we who ſcorn'd great Czfar here ſhould reign, 
Should take an univerſal king from Span. 
Then Engliſh worthies did in crouds appear, 
Drake, Cecil, Raleigh, Walſingham, and Vere. 
Then ſtrains were fung that were to flouriſh long, 
Then deeds were done for high heroic ſong, 

Wiſe were our counſels, and our arms were > 6 
Wich nervous hands w' unty'd Batavia's yoke, 
And ev'ry captive nation's bonds we broke. 


|| Thoſe happy glorious years roll round again, 


France ſtruggles for a fifth menarchic reign, 
Like our own mad fanaties here, in vuin. 
For a more fam'd, more great Eliza's were, - 
A wiſer Cecil, and a nobler Vere ; 
Whoſe growing virtue in ty ſchool was torn, 
My raging Romans the young hero warm'd. 
No eunuchs yet were come, with melting train, 
T' emaſculate the generous Engliſh vein. 
The powerfull'ſt ſounds of mufic never aan 
For the next age form ſueh a matchleſs man, 
Or raiſe up ſuch a god - lke queen as Anne. 

Oh, may my ſcenes be ſtill your chief delight: 1 

So may ye long be fortunate in fight ! - 
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60 may your glory, RO SO a POE 11 * R 
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255 ou, vader, eue. I 
Sir, Bren 0 — your rend eyes, ; 
See England's lofty guardian genius riſe: | 
Admiring, ſee that formidable mien, 

That is by gods with veneration ſeen; 
That from great —— . | 
And keep the wat*ry trembling world in awe. 
I, who your ſouls with all that's great inſpixe, — © 
With ſoaring thoughts, and each ſublime defire FE | 
'Tis I, my Britons, who vouchſafe t' appear,  _ * 
And view my godlike ſons aſſembled here: HS 
And I am charm' d to ſee you afſembled all, ow OI 
At the known ſound of my majeſtic call. ; TD 0 / 
Hither in pomp the tragic muſe I've led, Sr 
Who 'd twenty rolling moons been from 22 fied, 
MF orlorn, forſaken, the celeftial maid 

In ſolitudes diſconſolately firay'd : 

Wild as a Bacchanal I ſaw her rove, 

his buſkin'd child of Memory and Jove, 
Her once victorious eye now look'd deſpair, 
ith miſerable-cries ſhe rent the air, ; 
Feat her immortal breaſt, and tore her golden hair. | 
FT * 
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t 


Am I by all forſaken Ehen befpid de Wolga Nd 0 


As for effeminate arts-t' abandon me? 
Grew proud to be canfin'd t. , tag Dr, * 


Where liberty thrives moſt, I moſt gan ſoar. INE N 
Once more I thought t inſpire Athenian fight, 


And leaves no. vom for. my exalted ſtrainge, 27 
Thoſe arts now. rule, chat ſoften'd foreign ba 


Oh, ſupreme Jorg 75 And i is m' in 


. what would my magnanimous Henry OW 4 = 


With me the tragie muſe returns, to- night. 
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Oh, is my Brimis falle oo ede. 14 1 „* bug 


>. ih 


I left th' enflav'd Italian with diſdain, . 
And ſervile Gallia, and dejected Spain: 


Where godlike Liberty had fix d — ; 


And once more. tow?*r't to Sophoclean. eine.. Rs 


But, Oh! ſhe erx'd/ I feel a ruder cgre, ov "A 548 
And I have chang'd ambition, toe: delpaig:. 4: ---:k 
Here ſong and dance, and every eee e 2 220F 


4 e * V 
And ſunk the /outhern, nations. into ſlayes. or e x 


This ſaid the muse, my Britons, ing As EPR 


| ent true "i 
It is; fo wanton.are your. ſtages gromng, 1 
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That my degenerate ſons J have not. known, 1 ir ; 5 : | 
Or what is wor ſe, ye gods, have | bluſh d to o.]n. 


FTW; 


Or Edward's, ; ſoul. returning to the day; 
To ſee a bearded more; than female. chroug 

Diſſolv'd, and dying by an eunuch's ſong? 

To give you wholeſom, true, ſevere gelght, 


To your ſoft neighbours ſound and ſhow = 
ut liſten * to her t voice and mine. 
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"Tis true, the organ 's weak we nom inſpire, * K 
But what can weaken our celeſtial fire - 5 


Where cannot we exert Hur boundleſs pow” 'rs . 5 „ 


23 * # 


Yet from his mortal voice an ann ours. 8 

Whatevernghg.faflopingſcenesys Jon. & 7:7 

Whate'er may from corrupted cuſtoms flow, ; 

That's his, frof#tR#& Four gener dds defend * 

But to what's ours with filent.dread attend; 

And ours is all char brave pad lg wes. 10 „ en L. 

And which, gam 0 

Ff iendſhip Sas irg which, '6 ego egd, t.yboold eff 
e makes a patniot, top who, makes-a;friend z, G 34 


4 


Who freely for hig friend reſigns; his hre Aer * u ,nmuT 


Would for his eodunt gpg ect. a gleriqus 8.8 death · lib 01D 


With ſilent awe, my, Fri tons then Attend, ONS offs Nhe 
Wer the great an of a Greeign | friend... 7 Bs 


And learn degenerpte, 1 fel thoughts t. e «IO Cages 5 


Fi ou Grecian fire | Jet E nll Fl hearts. taks. flame... lich bhA 
And grow deſegying of that noble game; ,,. lid 
For not the boundleſs. main, which. Iontroul, 539d ud 
Can ſo delight, es,, or HARD. dae baA 


As I am pleas d rh m braven I Ce eri A 


Worthy of ann e 01175 Bom du RA 
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Ta. of 0 gi 
When Mars each day diſplays, with Geling rags, 


While no vexatious griefs to you areknown; , 
But here you meet b attend our pleaſing woah, 


By grateful turns, ithiftar and pity: ſeia dd, 


| Deſcend to viſit pale Br:tannia's ſhore, 


Atid clamorous Diſcord cries, Make no delay, 
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His bloody ſceties' Upon the world's great _ 
Ye Britons, from your Thame? filver flood 

Turn, turn your eyes to ſtreams ciftain's with use, 
And to diſcover ſcenes of mortal woe, 5 n 
vey the Rhine, the. Danube: and the Boe 5 4 
fancy'd tragedies are' acting R 
There the diſtracted native rends his hair, 
And ſhrieks and wrings his hands in true Ae, 


And gently ſigh with ferrows not ySνj,1un . 


And when moſt terrify id are — pheve'd ; + 
But tragic ſcenes may come where this delight 
Shall yield to horror and to mortal fright: : 
When impious Mars ſhall with a dreadful roar 


Already Treaſon whiſpers, Come away; 


DNAS _ "7 
4 5 


hat hour would ſhew a nd; 

Whoſe ſad ſpectatars would not. weep, but Fen: 

which to prevent all patriats ſhould contend, | 

WH Theſe ſcenes were wrought. tq fore. ſo juſt an . 

vꝛo ſhew our inbred, foes, ger tis tog late, 

That they and theirs muſt ſhare the camman. 21 

ror France its blood exhautts, its wealth n 

r obtain its own, and not gur pꝑlottersꝰ ends. 

_ WH They who their county for themſelves en RY 
Will ſee themſelves and childre en with, i it fall. 
Would they reſſect on this while yet ORE W 
Themſelves and children they would ne'er has 
As in the following benes we Es r. es FL 

For what remains. | 
To pleaſe and to infirudt we ve done « our de, 5 „„ 
Then boldly let us make this juſt . 
With filent care to the firſt act attend, 

Tm 2 with e Py reer d, | 


F 


1 
nin. 


= 


| PROLOGUE TO. 
APPIUS AND VIRGINIA. 


Don author d friends appear a to-day, 
For the ſucceſs of this rough manly play ; ; 
hile Britain ſeems to all that's ſoft inclin'd, 
at welcome here can our rude Romans find? 
ho love without one word of whining cant, 
a d rage without the buſkin'd bully's rant; 
B4 - | Whoſe 


ei oy 2 „* 2 — "I 
TIER pROLOGU ES. 
. £ 7 


But is maintain'd by nature and by ſenſe.” SF S100 
| Rome, warm'd by nervous ſcenes, for a l 4885 
Such Cæſar faw with j joy, with; 30% ſuch 220 e 7. 
And tragedy, with bare appearance writ had ; 

Of Roman ſpirit, and of Roman wit, ws 


Requires an audience with them both uit, 1 
And to the lixe immortal actions fir'd. : 1878 . 1 
True, it requites all this, and therefore ve” 0 I 80 


W indulge our fondeſt hopes, and baniſh fear. Ns . 
Why ſhould not you Rome's manly j joys purſue, 8 . 
When all that fire that could the world e, | 
Yes, all the Roman ſpirit, lives i in you ? 1 0 2 
Be witneſs that eternal day which quel d . M1 
The vanquiſh'd Gaul upon the wond'rin 8 Sebeld ; * 
Like Hannibal, the crafty Pendome fled, CERT 
While Britain fought like Re ome, like Scipio Marler 5 5 
| Vouchſafe, ye Britons, to 2 the _—. T3 
Whoſe flame your deathleſs acts had power t* infuſe ; : 
By your great deeds our poet rais'd his ſtile ; 
And as he read of Wynexdale and Liſte, 

His Romans with a fiercer rage he drew, 

| Improv'd his nobleſt characters by you: 

His ſoul t' immortal heights your glory fir'd, 


And Britiſh acts theſe Roman: ſcenes inſpir'd, 
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* Battle. of Oudenard, packed 
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SPOKEN BY LORD BUCKHURST, AT WESTMINSTER enooi, 


ar A REPRESENTATION or un. DRYDEN'S | 


5 L” E 0 M A N E 5, 
eNVEIGGS | run 21 b 


F ES. 


AT. CHRISTMAS, 16g 8. 


Pisn to Lord, 1 wiſh this prologue was but Gra, = 


Then young Cl-oxidas would boldly ſpeak : 
But can Lord Buckhurff in poor Engliſh fay, 
Gentle ſpectators, pray excuſe the play? -. 
No, witneſs all ye gods of ancient Greece, 
Rather than condeſcend to terms like theſe, 
I'd go to ſchool fix hours on Chriſtmas-day, 
Or conſtrue Perfius while my comrades play. 
Such work by hireling actors ſhould be done, 
Who tremble when they ſee a critic frown, 


Poor rogues that ſmart like fencers for their bread, | 


And if w_ are not wounded are pot fed, 


4 
12414 


WE + 
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* Mr. Prior made uſe of a few lines in this prologue, in one 
made for Lord "Duplin, who acted the Page in the Orphan, 1720. 


See p, * c 


But 


A PR0LOGU Bs. 
5 1 But, sirs, our ira has more noble ends, 
[1 We act our tragedy to ſee our friends: | 
py Our gen cous ſcenes are for pure loxe r repeated, 


And if you are not pleas'd, at leaſt you're 7% AE 
The candles and the clothes ourſelves we bought, 


Our tops neglected, and our balls forgot. 
To learn our parts we left our midnight bed, 
Moſt of you ſnored whilſt Cleomencs read ; 
Not that from this confeſſion we would ſue 8 
Praiſe undeſerv'd ; we know ourſelves and 22 
|  Refolv'd to ſtand or periſh by our cauſe, 

We neither cenſure fear, nor beg eee 
For thoſe are Wefminfer and Sparta laws. 
Yet if we ſee ſome judgment well inclin'd, 
To young deſert, and growing virtue kind, | 
That critic by teri thouſand marks ſhould know, 
That greateſt ſouls to goodneſs only bow: ” TOS. 
And that your little hero does inherit 
Not Cleomenes more "0 __ Pn. 
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Lats to you with all we 8 
This early offspring of a virgin- wit. 
From your good-nature nought our autborg of 1 
Sure you'll indulge, if not the nue, her years ; 
Freely the praiſe ſhe may deſerve beſtow, 
Pardon, not cenfure, what you can't allow $'7 
Smile on the work, be to her merits kind, 1 
And to her faults, whate'er they Are, be bli neg. x 
Let eritics follow rules; ſhe boldly writes gn 
What Nature dictates, and what Love indites. 
By no dull forms her queen and ladies movr, 


But court their heroes, and agnize their loye, 3 A 
Poor maid ! ſhe'd have (what e' en no wife wou 4 crave) 

A huſband love his ſpouſe beyond the grave: 
And from a ſecond marriage to deter, 5 a 


Shews you what horrid things ſtep-mothers are, 
Howe'er to conſtancy the prize ſhe gives, 
And tho n viſter dies the brother lives. 


& A 4 $i i 


Enjoys at once his miltreſs and a crown, 


# This prologue WAS for # tragedy Ane by Mrs. Manley (au. 
thor of the Atalantis) when fhe was but eigtiteen years of age, in 
which Mr, Betterton and Mrs. Dry played the hero and heroine. 
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Learn, ladies, £ then from Lidaraze $ mm 

What great rewards on virtuous lovers wait. 5 
Learn too, if heav'n and fate ſhould adverſe prove, . 
(For fate and heay' n don? t always ſmile on love) 
Learn with Zeliada to be fill t the fame, OE gs | 
Nor quit your firſt for any ſecond flame, RT 
Whatever fate, or death, or life, be given, 05 2 88 1 
Dare to be true, ſubmit the reſt to o heaven,” ——_————— 
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Sls forth, ye planets, with david a e, 
As when ye hallow'd firſt this happy night; + 
% Again tranſmit your friendly beams to earth, 
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As when Britannia joy'd for Hana 8 birth: el 4 
And thou, propitious ſtar, whoſe ſacred pow” 6 5 LL 4 
Preſided o'er the monarch's natal hour, n 2 * 5 
Thy radiant voyages for ever run, . my wm : - = ” 7 
Vielding to none but Cynthia, and the ſun : J „ Wo es 1 


With thy fair aſpec ſtill illuſtrate heav'n: | 
Kindly preſerve what thou haſt greatly giv'n 
Thy influence for thy Auna we implore: 
Prolong one life, and Britain aſks no more. , . 
For virtue can no ampler power mim 14h Lid 
Than to be great in war, and good in peace: 


2p 1 7T cat N. " is, BY 
For choughr'i no higher wiſh of bliſs « can frame, 
Than to enjoy that virtue ſtill the fame. 
Entire and ſure thè monarchꝰ's rule muſt prove, 
Who founds her greatneſs on her ſubjects love, 
Who does our homage for our good require; 


And orders that which we ſhould firſt defire 
65 Our vanquiſh'd wills that pleafing force PO Re b 
- Her goodnels takes our liberty away 

1 

3 And haughty Britain yields to arbitary * „ 
5 Léet the young Auftrian then her terrors bear, 102 
0 Great as he is, her delegate in war: i 

2 Let him in thunder ſpeak to both his bs | 

A That in theſe dreadful iſles a woman reigns. . L 
Waile the bright queen does on her ſubjects how'r 

„ The gentle bleflings of her ſofter pow'r; 

77 Gives ſacred mortals to a vicious age, Ss 4 
4 To temples zeal, and manners to the ſtage ; 

T | Bids the chaſte muſe without a bluſh: appear, I 
Aud wit be that which heav'n and the may hear. 
\ Minerva thus to Perſeus lent her ſhield 3; + © 

; Secure of conqueſt ſent him to the field : 

a The hero acted what the queen ordain'd: | 


5 So was his fame compleat, and Audromede unchain'd. 


x: Mean time, amidſt her native temples fate 
; The goddeſs, ſtudious of her Grecian's fate. 
; Taught em in laws and letters to excell, 

In acting juſtly, and in writing well. 
, Thus whilſt ſhe did her various pow'r diſpoſe ; 
The world was'freed from tyrants, wars, and woes: 
Virtue was taught in yerſe, and Athens glory roſe. 
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W HAT! eu humble bare me . 


Gentle ſpectators, pray excuſe the play * 5 
Such work by hireling actors ſhould be "OP 1. 
Whom you map d o iſ fr aten. | 
Our gen'rous ſcenes for friendſhip we repeat; 
And if we don't delight, at leaſt we treat. | | 
Ours is the damage, if we chance to blunder, 
We may be aſk'd whoſe patent we act under? TE 
How ſhall we gain you 21a mode de France Þ | | 
'We hir'd this room ; but none of us can . 
In cutting capers we ſhall never pleaſe: 
Our learning does not lie below our n | 
Shall we procure you ſymphony and ſound? 
Then you muſt each ſubſcribe two bundred pound. 
There we ſhou'd fail too, as to point of Voice: 
Miſtake us not : We "re no Italian boys: 
True Britons born; from Wi/tminfler we come 3 
And only ſpeak the ſtyle of ancient Rome. 


21 
* 


* Repreſented by ſome of the Weſtminſter * at Mek fbre- 
gancing-room in 3 near Leiceſter-Fielgs, the ſecond of 
February, 1 1 720. ; 
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5 AMBITIOUS $TEP- MOTHER. 


f _ (8PDKEN BY un. BETTERTON, 


fr cx FI 
If a ſad ſtory of a maid's deſpair 4 
Yet move compaſſion in the pitying fair; 
This day the poet does his arts employ, 
The ſoft acceſſes of your fouls to try. 
Nor let the ftoic boaſt his mind unmov'd ; 


The brute philoſopher, who ne'er has-proy'd d 


The joy of loving, or of being lov'd ; 

Who ſcorns his human nature to confeſs, 
And ſtriving to be more than man, is leſs. 
Nor let the men the weeping fair accuſe, 
Thoſe kind protectors of the tragic muſe, f 


Whoſe tears did moving Otzay's labours crown, + 


And made the * Moni mia s * their own; 


95 of e EN 
„ eee 
Thoſe tears their arty ne not v 
Their grief approy d the niceneſs of their taſte,. 
And they wept moſt, becauſe they judg'd. the beſt, 1611 
Oh, could this age's writers hope to „ 800 0 * 
An audience to compaſſion thus, nchn'd, 
The ſtage would need no farce, nor fans _ nor xr dance, 
Nor capering n monſieur brought from active France; 
Clinch and his organ Pipe, his Dogs and Bear, 
. To native Barnet might again repair; 
Or breathe, with Captain Otter, Bankfide air: 
| Majeſtic tragedy ſhould once again 5 
In purple pomp adorn the ſwelling 71g 3 
Her ſearch ſhould ranſack all the ancient ſtore, 
The fortunes of their loves. and arms explore, 
Such as might grieve you, but ſhou'd pleaſe you more. 
What Shakeſpeare durſt not, this bold age ſhould do, 
And famous Greek and Latin beauties ſhew : "EP 
Shakeſpeare, whoſe genius to itſelf a law, Wo nn all 
Could men in every. height « of nature draw, . 
And copy'd all but woman that he ſaw. t 
"Thoſe ancient heroines your concern ſhou'd. move, —_ 
Their grief and anger much, but, moſt their love; ©: 
For in the account of. every age we find | 
The beſt and faireſt of that ſex were kind, 
To pity always, and to love inclin' dd. 
Aſſert, ye fair ones, who in judgment "2 
Your ancient empire over love and wit; 
Reform our ſenſe, and teach the men t obey : „ 
They'll leave their tumbling, if you lead the way. 
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0: all the riſes Various lab none 5 
Have laſted longer, or have higher flown, _—_ 


310 * $41 ects 


Than thoſe that tell the fame by ancient heroes won. 
With pleaſure Rome, and great Au beard 


Arms and the 1 nan ſung by the Mant ua f "bard 4 - 4 q 74 
In ſpite of time the facred ſtory lives, 85 8 i . ES 
And Cæſar and his empire | ſtill ſuryives. ._ | , p 1 
Like him (tho much unequal to his flame) NOS 


ns author makes a Jaques prince | his theme; 


Yet ſought GARE} but peace; in a fields of blood. RY 
Safe under him his happy people fate, | | 


Whilſt with ſucceſs a Turkiſh monarch crown'd, 

Like ſpreading flame deform'd the nations round ; 
With ſword and fire he forc'd his impious way 

To lawleſs pow'r, and univerſal ſway: 

Some abject ſtates thro” fear the tyrant join; 

Others for gold their liberties reſign, 

And venal princes ſold their right divine. 3 5 
8 ä e 
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And griev'd at diſtance for their neighbour's fate. 
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a Till Heav'n n, the grow) | 


Tbe h kw wu. aſſerts the angry n „ 
And to the field the chearful ſoldier draws: 


Anxious for glory, and ſecure of fate; pits i 
And prove that faith again, which had ſo ar tos ay 
Ĩ he peaceful fathers who in ſenates meet, on 
_ Approve an enterpriſe ſo juſt, ſo great; 


Gans half the peat of havin, 8 ſax d mankind. 


Around in crowds his valiant leaders wait, 


Well pleas'd once more to venture on his fide, + . 


4 


ile with their prince” s arms, thej r — — thus join d, 


4+ 2 4 


En in a eircle, N like this, the . fair | 
Were met, the bright aſſembly did declare 
Their houſe with one conſent were for the war, 
Each urg'd her lover to unſheath his fword, 
And never ſpare a man who broke his word. 
Thus fir'd, the brave on to the danger preſs ; 
Their arms were crown'd abroad with juſt ſucceſs, 
And bleſt at home with beauty and with | peace, 8 


OY 
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| er and} ; 
1 Fer one | PROLOGUE, ro rar — wage ; 
077 v8 ic Ht e te bet? x 
OE * 41 * PENTT Ee: nod 
| 1 5 b te 841 BAR ES ST Of ana; 1 411 * 
| 13 3.02 EY 
1 ONG has the 55 of kings and empires been 1 vue 
The common bus'neſs of the tragic ſcene, e e 
1 As if. Misfortune made the throne her , mY py ALA 
: And none could be unhappy, but the great. 29 80 be | 
'" WY Dearly, 'tis true, each buys the crown he wears,” 3 FE 
And many are the mighty monarch's cares: * 11 'F | 
By foreign foes and home-hred factions preſt, 1 
Few are the joys he knows, and ſhort his hours of reſt, 
Stories like theſe with wonder we may hear ; 
1 But far remote, and 1 in a higher ſphere, | \ | 
Fe We ne'er can pity what we ne er can ſhare. 
Like diſtant battles of the Pole and Swede, 3 
Which frugal citizens ofer coffee read, | 8 ** F 
Careleſs for who ſhould fail, or who ſucceed. 2J- OM 
Therefore an humbler theme our author choſe, / 
oP 


\ melancholy tale. of private woes : "of hot 
No princes here loſt royalty bemoan, - + 
But you ſhall meet with ſorrows like your own ; pb 
Here ſee imperious Love his vaſſals treat, - _ © 
As hardly as Ambition does the great; 

See how ſucceeding paſſions rage by turns, il 1 
How fierce the youth with joy and rapture burns, 
And how to death, for beauty loſt, he mourns. | 
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Let no nice taſte the poet's art Arran, A 
If ſome frail vicious characters he feign : 


Who writes, ſhould ftill let nature be his care, 


Mix ſhades with lights, and not paint all was a, 


But ſhew you men and women as they re. 
With deference. to the fair, he bade me ſay, CO 


| Few to . a ever e the way i 3 . 
446199 N x 


But *twere too hard fog one to 20 all vel; 3 
Whom juſtly we ſhould throu! gh « each ſcene cat, 


The maid, the wife, the miſtreſz, and t the friend, 


This age, tis true, has one great inſtance feen, = 


And Heav'n j in a juſtice made that one a Suns, | Tm AE 


11 . 
© > 


PROLOGUE ro 
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| 1 in Hogs of the marry' life, GM 
Our author treats you with a yirtuous «ao . 
A lady, who, for twenty years, withſtood 
The prefling inſtances of fleſh and blood ; 6 
Her huſband, ſtill a man of ſenſe reputed; 
(Unleſs this tale his wiſdom hath confuted)  , 

Left her at ripe eighteeen, to ſeek renown, | 
And battle for a harlot at Troy town; 

To fill his place, freſh lovers came in ſhoals, 
Much ſuch as, now- a- days, are Cupid's tools, 
dome men of wit, but the moſt part were fools. 
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They ſent ber Lee Ale, ik RY many, 

Of ancient tea and Thericlean china 

Rail'd at the gods, toaſted her o'er and der, 

Dreſs'd at her, danc'd, and fought, and fond, and for, 

In ſhort, did all that men could do. to have her, | 

And damn'd themſelves to get into her favour : 13 

But all in vain, the virtuous dame ſtood 8 by: ” 2-5 

And let em know that ſhe was coxcomb proof; E 1 5 

Meſſieurs the Beaux, what think pou of the matter 3 | | 

Don't you believe old Homer giv'n to flatter? | 

When you approach, and preſſing the ſoft hand, 

Favours, with well-bred impudence, demand, : 

Is it in woman's weakneſs-to withſtand ? 5 
Ceaſe to be vain, and give the ſex their due ; : 

Our Engliſb wives ſhall prove this ſtory true: | „ 

We have our chaſte Penelope's, who mourn „ 

Their widow'd beds, and wait their lords return ; — 

We have our heroes too, who bravely ln: EE 

Far from their home, the dangers of the war; 3 

Who careleſs of the winter ſeaſon's rage, 5 3 1 

New toils explore, and in new cares engage ; E; 

From realm to realm their chief unwearied goes, 

And reſtleſs journies on, to give the world repoſe. 

Such are the conſtant labours of the ſun, 

Whoſe active, glorious courſe is never done; 

And tho' when hence he parts, with us 'tis night, 

Still he goes on, and lends to other worlds his light. 
Ye beauteous nymphs, with open arms prepare 

To meet the warriors, and reward their care; 

May you for ever kind and faithful pro-, 

And Pay their days of toil with nights of love? g 
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: " ee to your fam'd FER ef. quite ras 
What art, what method, ſhall the poet find, 

| Legions of joys your wan@ring fancies lead, . 5 4 

Time was, when fools by fellowſhip 1 were known; 'Þy 


; But now they ſtray ; and in this populous pa, Þ t 
Each coxcomb has a folly of his own. ; = 


Jour p#quet parties and your dear baſe. 
Some praiſe, ſome rail, ſome bow, and ſome make faces 5 


The city too fills up the various ſcene, 
Were fools lay wagers, and where wiſe men win, 


One grumbles, and cries up the pow'r of France. 
This man talks politics, and that takes pills; 


Now fidling, and the charms of ſing⸗ ſong, win ye; 25 ? 
As to your Antag for that, we ſpare it, 


IS Nor with your other vile delights compare it, 
There's ſomething more than ſound, e s ſenſe i in 
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You from their pleaſures, as their wiſdom, vary 7. 
To hit the taſte of each fantaſtic mind? _ BY 


Like fummer flies, which in the ſhambles brody "US 
Each year they ſwarm anew and to the laſt ſucceed: 


Some dreſs, ſome dance, ſome play ; not to forget W 
12. | + 


Your country (quires hunt foxes, courtiers places. 


One rails at Cælia for a late miſchance; 


8 


One cures his own, and one the nation's ills. 


Harmonious Peg, and warbling Valentini. 
2 a 


claret. : 


** 


ke 
Mean: bile negleGted verſe, in long diſgrace, 
Amongſt your many pleaſures. finds no e rh 
The virtuous. laws of common-ſenſe forſwearing, . 
You damn us, like pack'd j juries, without 1 L 0 
Each puny whipſter here, is wit enough, 
With ſcornful airs, and fupereilous "ua Age 
To cry, this tragedy's fuch damn'd grave fu! 
But now we hope more equal judges come, 
Zince Flanders ſends the gen'rous warriors home: ep 
You that have fought for liberty and laws, 

toſe valor the proud Gallic tyrant awes, 

oin to aſſert the finking Muſes cauſe ; „ 
ince the ſame flame, by different ways expreſt, 
lows in the hero's and the poet's breaſt ; 

he ſame great thoughts, that rouſe you to the fight, 
ry the — and bid the FO write. 8 


5 
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"FROSOOUR To 


JANE SHORE, 


. 
% 8 


i Dei if you have dibuight your good old taſte, 
e'll treat you with a downright Engliſh feaſt; 

tale, which told long fince in homely wiſe, 45 

ath never fail'd of melting gentle eyes. | 

et no nice Sir deſpiſe our hapleſs dame, 

cauſe recording ballads chaunt her name; 

oſe venerable ancient ſong inditers Cy 
ar'd many a pitch above our modern writers: 
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: They exterwad Wi Sor Gttice Wie 50 I 
WW Sighiog for Philliv's, bt Cle ple. = 4 
_—  Juſtly they drew the fair,and ſpoke * al MY 
And ſung Her ler chriſban name twas "_ 

* Obr numbers may be more refin'd. than thole, 

Bat what we ve gaitid in verſe; we've loft in profe. ” 
Their words no ſwaffling, double meaning knew, 

Their ſpeech was homely, but their hearts were thut, 
In fuch an age, imibital Shakeſpeare wrote. 
By no quaint rules nor hampering « critics ert 3 
Wich rough majeſtic force he mov id the W,, 
And ſtrength and nature made amends for art: 
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Our humble author does his ſteps purſue, 5 i by 

He owns he had the mighty bard in vew; ' mM 
And in thoſe ſcenes has made it more his . e * 
To rouſe the paſſions, than to charm the ear. 1 5 


Yet for thoſe gentle beaux who love the chime, 
The ends of acts ſtill gingle into rhyme. Pre 
The ladies too, he hopes will. not complain, _ . 
Here are ſome fubjects of a ſofter ſtrain, 
A nymph forſaken, and a perjur'd ſwain. 
What moſt he fears, is, leſt the dames ſhould frown, 
The dames of wit and pleaſure about town, 
To ſee our picture drawn unlike their own, | 
But leſt that error ſhould provoke to fury 3 3 
The hoſpitable hundreds of Old Drury, „ 
He bid me ſay in our Jane Shore's defence, 
ghe doled about the charitable pence, 
Built hoſpitals, turn'd ſaint, and dy'd long fince, 
For her example, whatſoe'er we make it, 


They have their choice to 25 alone, or take it. 
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Tho' few, 28 1 PERS) will think | it meet, 1 8 5 >rad 
To weep ſo ſorely for a fin fo Tweet : 22 15 

dor mourn, and mortify the preſent ſenſe, 
To ey in tragedy t two _w 1 $ 


LADY v GRAY, 


\'f 


Ta. the noblet cube Selk our 2 

A heroine, a martyr, and a queen; 

And tho? the poet dares not boaſt his art, 

The very theme ſhall ſomething great impart, _- 
To warm the n * and * the tender Fo 


heart. | 
To you, fair judges, we the cauſe fabmit f 3 * | 
Your eyes ſhall tell us how the tale is Writs | 
If your ſoft pity waits upon our woe, 
If filent tears for ſuff'ring virtue flow ; 
Your grief the Muſes labour ſhall confeſs, 
The lively paſſions, and the juſt diſtreſs. 
Oh! could our author's pencil juſtly paint, 
Such as ſhe was in life, this beauteous ſaint ; 
Boldly your ſtrict attention might we claim, 
And bid you mark and copy out the dame. 
No wand' ring glance one wanton 3 confeſs'd, 
No guilty wiſh inflam'd her ſpotleſs breaſt : 
The only love that warm'd her blooming youths. | 
Was huſband, England, liberty, and truth. 
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| Ye grateful Britons ! crown the hero's urn; . 


Conqueſt abroad, and liberty at home; . 
While you behold the beautiful and brave, 

Bright princeſſes to grace you, kings to ſave, * a 
Enjoy the gift, but bleſs the hand that gave. 


And tyrants bleed, to ſet whole nations free ; 
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22 . | 
For theſe ſhe fell; 8 ith too —_ 2 hk, 
She ſtrove to ſave a blind un grateful lang. 3 
But thus the ſecret laws of fate ordain, LO 2 : 

_ William's great hand was doom'd to break that chain, i 
And end the hopes of Rome J tyrannie reign. | 
For ever as the circling years return, 


To his juſt care you every bleſſing owe, | 2 
Which, or his own, or following diene belton: „ 
Tho? his hard fate a father's name deny d, 

To you a father, he that loſs ſupply'd. 5 4 
Then while you view the royal line's increaſe, ED. 
And count the pledges of your future peace, x 
From this great ſtock while ſtill new {ran come, 


A SECOND PROLOGUE o | 


1. N. . M K 


TNT BY AN. wx WN RAND. | 


- 


« 


* ; HEN n terrors 0008 the a breaſt, 
And fatal viſions break the murd'rers reſt, : 
When vengeance does ambition's fate FTI 


„ 25 1 
Tho 5 


2 
8 * 


* ©. W. 1 —5 
Tho- the Muſe faddens each diſtreſſed 5 : : F 
Unmov'd is ey'ry | breaſt; and ev'ry face ſerene, 8 
The mournful lines no tender heart ſubdue; 3 0 8 
Compaſſion is to ſuff'ring goodneſs due. 2 7 
The poet your attention begs once more, I „„ 
T' atone for characters here drawn before : 

No royal miſtreſs fighs through eb ry page, 

And breathes her dying ſorrows on the ſtage : 

No lovely fair, by ſoft perſuaſion won, 5 
Lays down the load of life, when honour's g gone. b 
Nobly to bear the changes of our ſtate, _- 

o ſtand unmov'd againſt the ſtorms of fate, 
\ brave contempt. of life and grandeur loſt; 3 


Dur author draws not beautyꝰs heav'nly ſmile, 

invite our wiſhes, and our hearts beguile: : 

o ſoft enchantments languiſh in her ehe, 

o bloſſoms fade, nor ſick'ning roſes die. 5 
\ nobler paſſion eV ry breaſt muſt move, 
Than youthful raptures or the joys of love. NT 

\ mind unchang 'd, ſuperior to a,crown, * 

ravely defies the angry tyrant” s frown ; 

The ſame, if fortune finks, or mounts on high, 


ith gen'rous ſcorn ſhe lays the ſceptre down; 
Treat ſouls ſhine brighteſt by misfortune ſhown : 
ith patient couragy ſhe ſuſtains the blow, 
ind triumphs o'er variety of woe; 

hro* ev'ry ſcene the ſad diſtreſs is new ; 

ow well fei ign'd life does repreſent the true ! 


Buch glorious toils a female name can boaſt, _ 


r if the world's extended ruins lie: i 


oat 


Like flow'ry ſhadows of the filver ſtream, 


: 8 age 1 wks views the dibody dan. a 
But muſt with tears record Maria's reign ! 
When zeal by doctrine flatter'd lawleſs en, 

Inſtructed by religion's voice to kill. 

Le Britiſh fair: lament in filent woe 3 FE 

Let ev'ry eye with tender pity flow . 

The lovely form through falling Ws will ſeem 


9 


Thus beauty, heaven's ſweet ornament, mall prove 
Enrich'd by virtue, as adorn'd byleove. oe! 
Forget your charms, fond woman's dear delight, 
The fops will languiſh here another licht. 
No conqueſt from difſembling ſmiles we fear; 
She only kills, who OO us with a tear, f 


r —_ IP #4 


PROLOGUE To | g 


T * GAM E 8 E 1. 


| I: humble wives, that drag the marriage-chain, 
With curſed dogged huſbands may complain : $-\ 
If turn'd at large to ſtarve, as we by you, 
They may, at leaſt, for alimony ſue. 
| Know, we reſolve to make the caſe our own, _. 
Between the plaintiff, ſtage, and the defendant, town. © 
When firſt you took us from our father's houſe, . 
And lovingly our int'reſt did cſpouſe, _ | 
You kept us dine, careſs'd, and lodg'd us here, 
And honey-moon held out above three- year; 


At OE for pleaſures known do ſeldom laſt, 


And cho at firſt you-did not quite negled, 
We found your love was dwindled to been. 
Sometimes, indeed, as in your way it fell, 
You ſtoppꝰ'd, and call'd to ſee if ye were — 7 


Now, quite eſtrang d, this wretched place 


Have we for this increas'd Apollo" s race? 


Been often pregnant with your wits embrace? | 
nd borne you many chopping babes of grace i p 


Some ugly toads we had, and that's the curſe, . 


For this, to-night, we are not much i in pai a. 
Look on't, and if you like it, entertain: 


Af all the midwife ſays of it, be true, 
here are ſome features too like ſome of wy 75 
. or us, if you think fitting to forſake * 


| PROLOGUE TO 
HEROIC L 0 V K. 
OW hard's the poet's taſk, i in the P our days, 


ho ſuch dull palates is condemn'd t o pleaſe, 
is damn all ſenſe, and only fuſtian 1 waile ? 


1 


At 


LANSDOWNE | 


Frequent enjoyment pall'd your ſprightiy Is 1 


Like bad wine, bus 'neſs, duels, and a dun. i 


hey were ſo like you that they far'd the viorle 3 Y 5 Bi 


Ve mean to run ey, mo let the pariſh take it. 


L. ANS DO W] NE 


Charm'dt | 


Charm'd with heroic nonſenſe, lofty firains, e ac 
Not with the writer's, but the player's pains, "FER 
5 And by the actor's lung „Judge of the poetꝰs wit F 
Let ſcribbling judges, who your pleaſures ſerre, Io 
Live by your ſmiles, or by your an ger _ . 2 
To pleaſe you in your vain fantaſtic way, fg 
Renounce their judgment, to ſecure their pay: 
By written laws, our author would be try'd, 
And write as if Athenians ſhould decide, | 
With Horace and the Stagyrite for guide. =; al 
. Applauſe i is welcome, but too dearly; bought. 
Should we give up one rule, thoſe mighty maden eng 
Yet ſome, methinks, I here and there deſcry, | * 2 
| Who may with ancient Rome and Athens v vie; 5 | 
To whoſe tribunal we ſubmit with j 2 
To them, and only them; for not to wrong ye, 
*Twould be a ſhame to pleaſe the moſt amon 8 ye. 
Chiefly the ſofter ſex he hopes to move, 99 * 
Thoſe tender judges of heroic love: 
To that bright circle he reſigns his — 0 
And if they ſmile, he aſks no more applauſe. 
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* radiant aces, 8 Shakeſpeare, view, 85 i 
An audience only to the buikin . * 


Shafteſp. A ſcene ſo noble ancient Greece ne's er — 
Nor Pompeyꝰs dome, when Rome the world gave . 
I feel at once both wonder and delight, 

By beauty warm'd, tranſcendently ſo bright, 1 
Well, Dryden, might' ſt thou fing ; well may theſe he. 
roes fight. : 


2 1 . 
L . * a 
bes F < 7 
5 


Dryd. With all the outirard luſlre which you 40 

They want the nobler beauties of the mind. 4 

Their ſickly judgments what is juſt refuſe, 7. 

And French grimace, buffoons, and mimicks chooſe ; 8 U 

Our ſcenes deſert, ſome wretched farce to ſee; 3 4 
rey know not nature, for they taſte not thee. 1 

Shaleſp. Whoſe ſtupid ſouls thy paſſion cannot move, 

Are deaf indeed to nature and to love. IO 8 
wm When thy LEgyptian weeps, what eyes are dry! 5 x 
11 Or who can live to ſee thy Roman die? 2 


Dryd. Thro? perſpectives revers'd they nature _ ; 
Which * the n 8 not true. 


Strephon 
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gene kon for Strephon ſighs ; and Sappho dee, 
Shot to the ſoul by brighter Sappho's eyes: 5 


Vdc wonder then their wand' ring paſſions roam, 


* 


And feel not nature, whom they ve 3 
For ſhame, let genial love prevail again, | | 
You beaux, love ladies ; and you ladies, men. 
_ Shake. Theſe crimes unknown, in our leſs pelle "gs 

Now ſeem above correction of the ſtage; 

. Leſs heinous faults our juſtice does purſue ; 

To-day we puniſh a ſtock- johbing Jew. 

A piece of juſtice, terrible and ſtran 

Which, if purfird, would make a b Exchan ge. 
The law's defect the ju ſter muſe ſupplies, _ 

"Tis only we can make you good or wiſe, 

Whom Heav'n ſpares the j poet will chaſtiſe, BH " 

1 ha ſcenes in their rough native dreſs were mine; 3 ö 

ut now improv'd with.nobler luſtre ſhine ; 33 a 
e firſt rude ſketches Shakeſpeare? $ pencil are, 1 
t all the ſhining 1 maſter-ſtrokes are new. 

This play, ye critics, ſhall your fury ſtand, 
Adorn'd and reſcu'd by a faultleſs hand. 
_ » Dryd. I long endeavour'd to ſupport thy lage, 

With the faint copies of thy nobler rage, 
But toil'd in vain for an ungenerous age. 
They ſtarw'd me living; ; nay, deny'd me fame, 
And ſcarce, now dead, do juſtice to my name, 
Would you repent ? be to my aſhes kind,* 
Indulge the pledges I have left behind. 


* The profits of this ey were aebgned for Mr. Dryden ; but 2 
his death, were givea to his ſon. 
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CIBBER : 


| PROLOGUE 10 


LOVE” s LAST: SHIFT. 


4 . 
1 þ r 
g ” 


IT bears 10 thin a crop this duller age, 
We're forc'd to glean it from the barren ſtage: 
v'n players, fledg'd by nobler pens, take wing 
hemſelves, and their own rude compoſures fing. - 
or need our young-one dread a ſhip-wreck here ; 
ho trades without a ſtock, has nought to fear. 
1 ev'ry ſmile of yours a prize he draws; _ 
d if you damn him, he's but where he Way. 
et where's the reaſon for the critic crew, 
ith killing blaſts, like winter to purſue 
he tender plant that ripens but for you? 
ature, in all her works, requires time; 
indneſs, and years, tis makes the virgin climb, 
nd ſhoot and haſten to th* expected prime; 
nd then, if untaught fancy fail to pleaſe, 
inſtruct the willing pupil by degrees; 
gentle leſſons you your . improve, 
nd mould her aukward paſſion into love. _ 
Pn folly has its growth : few fools are made ; 17 
du drudge and ſweat for't, as it were a trade, 
is half the labour of your trifling age, 


d faſhion you fit ſubjects for the "a ge. 
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6 PROL Danes 

well! if our author fail to draw you like ; 5 

In the firſt draught, you're not t? a. F 
What tho' no > maſter-ſtroke in this appeirs, 94% 
et ſome may features find reſembling theirs. 

Nor do the bad alone his colours ff ſhare ; a 
Neglected virtue is at leaſt ſhewn fair, ST ha" 
And that's enough o conſcience for a playr. 
But if you'd have him take a bolder flight, , 1 4 
And draw your pictures by a truer light, - "Ty 
You muſt yourſelves, by follies yet unknown, | 

7 ive his pencil and divert the 

Nor judge, by this, his genius at a . 4 | 

For * that makes x new fools, may mend his hand. 
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Mes: authors, when their barren labour TY "1 
Still let their ſecret vanity prevail; | 

And when they're damn'd by you, turn wits, tual 
*Tis not, ſay they, our writing well or ill, — 
But as the town's i th* mood of damnirig fill ; 

Senſe, humour, wit, and plot, tho? ne'er fo 1 hier, : 

All take the tincture from their vain caprice : : 

Their weak digeſtion, and their fickly tafte, 
Nauſcates this hour, what feaſted em the laſt. 
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ur generous foul now's of 3 wind, 
e thinks you are to mercy well inclin'd; 
you a beauty, and you'll ſoon be kind. 
dr tho you care from whence the charmer ſprings, Rs 
t her ſoft voice but pleaſe you, while ſhe ings. e 
bleſt experience this our on So TEES» 
0 from the ſtage his humble muſe aroſe, po Fins WEE. 
ur ie was ſo kindly ſhewn, Sy ls ao 
rell'd ſo high—you ſwore twas not his own. 

| hoy it were, yon ſtill thought fit to ſpare. 

e tree, for what it may hereafter bear 5 

r damn'd the poet for the worthleſs Mayer. 

is thought confirms him, if he fails you e 
muſt his fate to want of merit owe, 

d thinks the greateſt merit is in pleaſing you. 

U pay him well, if you approve the feaſt, | 

d you are, fure, beſt judges of your. taſte ; g- * 
e can pleaſe TO 
I hardly ſtarve him by a ſpiteful faſt. 

hopes the beſt, but does your judgment truſt, 


ſave, or damn his play, he'll think you ME 


| PROLOGUE TO. | 
LOVE MAKES A MAN. 


NCE plays are but a kind of public fealts, 
re tickets only make the welcome gueſts ; 
hinks, inſtead of grace, we ſhould prepare >. 
taſtes in prologue, with your bill of fare, = 

5 * When | 


: rollo Es- 


When you Fr each courſe, tho? this way teaze mor 
- 'Tis five to one, but one o* th five may pleaſe you. — EY 
Firſt, for the critics, we ve your darling chear, "Jy 
Faults without number, more than ſenſe can bear, 
You're certain to be pleas'd where errors are. 
From your diſpleafure, I dare vouch we're ſafe; 
You never frown, but where your neighbours laugh. . 
Now, you that never know what ſpleen or hate i is, TY 
Who for an act or two are welcome gratis, „ 

That tip the wink, and ſo ſheak'out with ufa Jo 
For your ſmart taſtes we've toſs'd you up a fop, 1 
ate the neweſt that's of late come up; 2 7 
The fool, beau, wit, and rake, ſo mix'd he e be 
He ſeems a ragou?, piping hot from Paris. 


But for the ſofter ſex, whom moſt we'd move, : 
- We've what the fair and chaſte were form'd for, loves 


An artleſs paſſion, fraught with hopes and fears, 

And neareſt happy, when it moſt deſpairs. 

For maſks, we've ſcandal, and for beaus, French: airs. 
To pleaſe all taſtes, we'll do the beſt we can; 77 
For the galleries, we've Dicky and Vell Pentel bman. I 
Now, Sirs, you're welcome, and you know. your fare; 5 
But pray, in charity, the founder ſpare, . 

Leſt you deſtroy at once the Hoet and: the player. | 


3 * 
r 
d- ? 
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jog. PROLOGUE e 


SHE o/ Vs AND SHE WOU'D NOT. ; 


Carnes: tho? plays without your ſmiles ſubüſt, 5 bs 
Yet this was Writ to reach your gen'rous taſte, „ 
1d not in ſtern contempt of any other gue.” 
Our humble author thinks a play ſhould bes 
Tho! ty'd to rules, like a good fermon, Tee 15 
From pride, and 0p to each capacity, 
ho! he dares not, like ſome, depend alone 
pon a fingle character new ſhewn,. 
Or only things well faid to draw the town. 
Such plays, like looſer beauties, may have power 
ro pleaſe, and ſport away a wanton hour; 
WBut wit and humour, with a juſt deſign, | 98s 2 
harm, as when beauty, ſenſe, and virtue join. | 
Buch was his juſt attempt; tho? *tis confeſt, 
He's only vain enough t- have done his beſt: - 
For rules are but the poſts that mark the cow, 
hich way the rider ſhould direct his horſe. 0 
e that miſtakes his ground i is eas ly beat, 
ho' he that runs it true mayn't do the feat, | 
For *tis the ſtraining genius that muſt win the heat. | 
or the true proof of Pegaſus's breed, 3 
s when the laſt act turns the lands with Dimple's ſpeed. 
View then in ſhort the method that he takes ; 
is plot and perſons he from nature makes, 
ho for no o bribe of jeſt he willingly forſakes. 
—— 3 
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His c, if any, mingles with his plot, . 
Which ſhould on no temptation be N a 

His a&ion's in the time of acting done, 

No more than from the curtain, up aud dow mn. 
While the firſt muſic plays, he moves his ſeens 5 "= 
A little ſpace, but x never ſhifts again. 1 

From his deſign no berſon can be wa, baſes 
| Or ſpeeches lopp'd, unleſs the whole be . : 4 "MF 
| 'No ſcenes of talk for talking? s ſake are thewn, 1 
Where moſt abruptly, when their chat i is done, 3 
Actors go off, becauſe the hoe. gan't t go on. 
His firſt act offers ſomething to be done, 
And all the reſt but lead that action on N 
Which when purſuing ſcenes i* th' end diſcover, 
The. game's run down, of courſe the Play i is over. 

Thus much he thought twas requiſite to ſay, 
| (For all here are not critics born) that they 
Who only us'd to Me, might | learn to !afte a play. 

But now he flies for refuge to the Rar, 
Whom he muſt own the ableſt judges here, 1 
Since all the ſprings of his deſign but move 
| F rom beauty's cruelty, ſubdu'd by love: : 
Een they whoſe hearts are yet untouch'd muſt know f 
In the ſame caſe, ſure, what their own would do: 
\ You beſt ſhould judge of love, fince love is born of f you 
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CARELESS HUSBAND. 


0; all the rarigulcn vices es of. the age,.. 3 c 

And ſhoals of fools expos'd upon the ſtage, _ 

How few. are laſb'd that call for fatire's rage 

What can you think, to ſee, our plays ſo full 

Of madmen, coxcombs,, and the driveling fool 2 - 

Of cits, of ſharpers, rakes, and roaring bullies, 

Of cheats, of cuckolds, aldermen and cullies * 

Would not one ſwear, twere taken for a rule, | | 

That Satire's rod in the dramatic ſchool, 

Was only meant for the incorrigible fool ? 

As if too vice and.folly were confin'd 

To the vile ſcum alone of human kind, 

Creatures a muſe ſhould ſcorn ;- ſuch abject traſh 

Deſerves not Satire's, bur the hangman' 8 lan. 

Wretches ſo far ſhut out from ſenſe of ſhame, 

Newgate or Bedlam only ſhould reclaim ; 5 

For ſatire ne%er was meant to make wild monſters tame, 

No, Sirs FOND _ 
We rather think the di fit for plays, 

Are they whoſe birth and education ſays _ a 

They've every help! that ſhould i improve mankind, be | 

Yet till live ſlaves to a vile tainted mind ; 

Such as in wit are often ſeen t? abound, - apes 

And yet have ſome weak part, where folly's found ; 

For follies ſprout like weeds, higheſt | in fruitful ground. 
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8 rb 

And &) \ obſerv'd, the garden of the ans, 

To no feſtive weed's ſo much inclin' d, 

As the rank pride that ſome from affectation fad... 
A folly too well known-to make its court 

With moſt ſucceſs among the better ſort. 

Such are the perſons we to-day provide, 

And Nature's fools for once are laid hte: 

This is the ground on which our play we build; 
But in the ſtructure muſt to judgment Tae 3 

And where the poet fails in art, or care, 

We beg your wonted mercy to the 77 oe 

MP | IE ; Fro taind] | 
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$* of: | 


RIVA'T FOOLS. 


| Fs. ROM prightly 3 Fletcher's look eee muſe, 
The unfiniſh'd hints of theſe light ſcenes we chuſe: 
For with ſuch careleſs haſte this play was writ, 
So unperus'd each thought of ſtarted wit ; 
Each weapon of his wit ſo lamely fought, 
That *twould as ſcanty on our Rage be thought, 
As for a modern belle my grannam 's petticoat. 
So that from th' old we may with juſtice ſay, 
We ſcarce could cull the trimming of a play. 
All could be made on't is but deſhaſbille, | 
"Tis looſely light, all faltala and frille : 
No ſet-dreſs morals form'd in't to affright you, 


From the dear modiſh follies that delight you. 
Unbluſhing 


© a, \ 
A of 


e 2 mY 1 * . 


Unlething: Vice in faireſt forms way n 

Nor fear the ſmart of our keen ſatire's jerk: 
Huſbands and wives to ſeparate joys may an, 

And mutual rage their mutual ſhame reveal 3 

Or more to top the faſhion, fin in privatem 
And mutual guilt their mutual ſhame connive at: 
The flaming beau may rattle through the We e 
And pay with privilege the tradeſman's debts; 
While ſpouſe at home, whoſe fondneſs has ado __ 
Her jewels pawns for ſharpers debts of honour : 
| Sharpers from bubbles, too, eſtates may find, 
And keep the coaches that they ve rid behind: 
Our chiefs abroad may mount the winter e 5 
While grooms at home with wagers back the French: 1. 
Parties gainſt parties too may ſtrain the PE ; 4 
And each pretend their country is their cauſe; 
When, if their murm ring's ſecret ſpring e 
Tis who enjoys, not who acts l in aces $4 $3220 
For when diſputed profit's not  th* way, 
You ſee how nicely points are loſt by th? opera. 
No, faith! all forts of men and manners may 
From theſe laſt ſcenes go unreprov'd away,  _ 
From late experience taught, we flight th old rule 
Of proſit with delight: this play g—all fool! 5 

So clear of ſenſe, and garniſh'd with eximace, 

That wiſely it depends for its ſucceſs. _ 

On dangling Bulloci's grin, and Pinky's face. 

But if their humble jeſts ſhould fail to win ye, 

We beg ſome grace for Signor Cibberini. 
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3 are ves the as; our lix 
And ſoon or late mankind are ehainid to wives; | 
Since thoſe diflolveleſs.fetters too, muſt be 
Our greateſt happineſs or miſer / 
What ſubject ought, i in reaſon, more to leads! yo, 
Than an attempt to make theſe chalrs-fit mo * 
Tho in the nooſe ſo many ſouls ſeem curſt, 
Pray who's in fault ?—For when you've ſaid you ver 
You all did feel it happineſs at ſirſt. 
Therefore, our author drew you once the life 
Of Careleſs Huſband, and Enduring Wife, 
Who by her patjence (tho'ꝰ much out of faſhjon) | 
Retriev'd, at laſt; her wanderer's inclination. 
Yet ſome there: are, who till arraign the play, 
At her tame. temper ſhock'd, as who ſhould ſay— ' 
The price for a dull huſband was too much to pay. 
Had he been ſtran gled ſleeping, who ſhould hurt ye 75 
When ſo provok d revenge had been a virtue. 
— Well then — to do his former moral right, 
Or ſet ſuch meaſures i in a fairer light, | 
He gives you now a wife, he's ſure in faſhion, 
Whoſe wrongs uſe modern means for Sas 
No fool, that will her life in ſufferings waſte, 
But furious, proud, and inſolently chaſte; 
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Reſolves reſenteents-hall-hox-raonge-ramena? 6 Fe i 
Not to be cheated;withhis.eivil-face, . - aa 4 
But ſcorns his falihood, and to prove him bad, 
Mobb'd up in, hack bertel lr. 
Theſe Ma btn rae EW. 
Are oft hat viv s of — 56 75 


But if their dome r mes 4 ns 5 Fi 1 A0 N 5 
| OF making ee eee beer eg e 8 Sure N bert '4 
S ö n * 2 * 
Then you his former moral muſt allow, * 11 1 


Or own the ſatire juſt. he thews.5701L.now. .- 4 it ar 
Some other follies too, our ſcenes. — 3 gl A 
Some warn the fair from gaming, when, OY 
But when undone, you re; thadrmdin Ae, 7 
That hard preſs d virtue is reduc d to make; ; apo 
Think not the. terrors you behold her. i in, 5 | oy | 5 | 
Are rudely drawn t- expoſe what has been ſeen . 

But, as the friendly muſe's tendereſt war, © © + 
To let her ann from e of b. he; Le 
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Cu thoſe, who never nya, conceive the feat, 
The toil requir'd to make a play complete; 

' They'd pardon, or encourage all that could 

Pretend to be but tolerably good. 4: 
Plot, wit, and humour's hard to meet in one, - 

And yet without dem all—all's lamely done: w_ 


3 SP 
E on r 0 LO 0 5 Ds. ; I 4 
One wit erte nnorkbr bunbur paints 5/7 1.” 5 1 
A chird defgns you well, but genius wants; n | 
A fourth 2 nee e 28 to weak en 1 
5 {A me berg, whis bas seu. een 
Whoſe muſe advaric'd his fime to envy id praiſe,; 
Was ſtill obſerv'd to want his judgment moſt in plays * 
Thoſe, he too often found, requiiꝰd the bein, ee e, 
And ſtronger forces of a'vig'rous brann 
Nay, even alter d plays, like old houſes mended, 
_ Coſt little leſs than new,” before they're ended; 
oY leaſt, our author finds the experience trüe, 8 80 | 
Feoor equal pains had made this wholly ner: 1 5 
And tho' the ue ſeems old, the ſcenes fill ſhew - | 
That 'tis, in fact, no more the ſame, than now 15 
Fam'd Chatſworth is, what *twas ſome years ago. 
Pardon the boldneſs, that a play ſhould dare, 
With works of ſo much wonder to ys penine 3 
But as that fabrick's ancient walls or wood 
Were little worth, to make this new one A; ; 
So of this play, we hope, * tis underſtood, |_ 
For tho? from former ſeencs ſome hints he draws, 
The ground-plot's wholly chang'd from what it was: 
Not but he hopes you'll find enough that's _ | 
In plot, in perſons, wit, and humour r „ 
Vet what's not his, he owns in other's right, 
Nor toils he now for fame, but your delight. 
Tf that's attain'd, what's matter whoſe the play's ; 
by Applaud the ſcencs, and arp him of the Pn. 
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Aids oft i in form'd demblies 1 the * a ac e 
The ſtrait · lac d prude will no looſe paſſion deer. nels a EM 
Beyond ſet bounds no lover muſt addreſs, . + rc eva 


But ſecret flame in diſtant ſighs expreſs ; | „„ 
vet if by chance ſome gay coquette ſails i b, 55 1 
Aj joyous murmur breaks the filent ſcene;  _ 8 pads - 
Fach heart, reliev'd by her enliv'ning fire, . 
Feels eaſy hope, and unconfin'd deſire; In Cres. 
Then ſhuddering prudes with ſecret envy burn, . 4 4. 
And treat the fops, they, could not catch, with ſcorn. . „ 
So plays are valued; not confin'd to rules, = r 
| Thoſe prudes, the critics call them, feaſts for fools ; 4. 
And if an audience 'gainſt thoſe rules is warm'd, 


Or by the lawleſs force of genius charm'd, 

Their whole confederate body is alarm'd : 

Then every feature's falſe, | though ne'er ſo takin 7 —_ 

The heart's deceiy'd, though *tis with PRE aking. 

They'll prove your charmer's not agreeable :. = 
Thus far'd it with the Cid of fam'd Corneille, 

In France twas charg'd with faults were paſt enduring, 44 
But ſtill had beauties that were ſo alluring, . 
It rais'd the envy of the grave Richliew,” | 

And ſpite of his remarks, cramm'd houſes drew: 


rere r 2 e t 
* 


r 


„ bees 
of this alfection if the truth you'll know, | re $73 0 


een eee ce, great es 

| Es wain contre le Cid un minifire/ſe ligne, : 
Deut Paris pour Chimeti® & let 3 8 
n vais agaigſ the Cid the flateſman arms, 

: Paris with Rodrick frels Ximena's charms. We On 
Tuis proves, when paſſion truly wrought appears, 
In plays imperfect, twill command your tears: 5 e 
Yet think not from what's faid; we rules &ſpiſe, | 


e 


To raiſe your wonder from abfurdities ;* l "inf | 
As France improv'd it from the Spaniſh pen, Wb 
We hope, now Br:n;f6, tis improv'd again: 0 e 
And tho' loſt tragedy has long ſeem'd dead. ö 
Yet having lately rais'd her awful head, 5 
To-night, with pains and coſt, we humbly ſtrive RY 
To keep the ſpirit of that taſte alive: © 
But if like Phazron, in Correill's car, 

Th” unequal muſe unhappily ſhould err, 


At leaſt you'll own from glorious heights the fell, 
a * there's ſome merit in attempting WO” 
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3 ye Whigs and Tories, both be ſafe, 


Nor hope, at one another's coſt, to laugh: 


We mean to ſouſe old Satan and the Pope, 
They've no relations here, nor friends, we hope. 


A tool 


E. 1 * DEW 


A tool of theirs Fr ies t e'comdc lag 
With juſt materials for ſatyric rag: 


Nor think our colouts may too frongly mae d 
The tif non · ring ſeparation+ſaint. 1 


Good · breeding ne er commands us to be l 
To thoſe who give the nation to the devil; 
Who at our ſureſt, beſt foundations ſtrike, 
And hate our monarch; and our church alice: : 
Our church, —which, aw'd with reverential fear, 
gcarcely the muſe prefimes to mention here, 
” Long may ſhe theſe her worſt. of foes-defy, 455 
And lift her mitred head triumphant to the ſky : 
While theirs—but fatyr filently diſdains 


> 


Edi 


T6 name; what lives not, but in madman's brai 74 0a 


Like bawds, each lutking paſtor ſeeks the dark, 
And fears the jultice s enquiring clerk. © 


In' cloſe back rooms his routed flocks he ; ratfie: jes, 


And reigns the patriarch of blind lanes and allies. 5 


There ſafe, he lets his hund ring ceriſtires iy, 


Unchriſtians, damns us, gives our laws the 15 ET 


And excommunicates three-ſtories high: 
Why, ſince a land of liberty they hate, : 
Still will they linger in this free-born fate? 
Here, ev'ry hour, freſh hateful objects rite, 

Peace and proſperity afflict their eyes : Tn. 
With anguiſh, prince and people they ſurvey, a 
Their juſt obedience, ahd his righteous ſway. 223885 
Ship off, ye ſlaves, and ſeek ſome pate lahd, 


Where tyrants after your own hearts comimatid. | 
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i 3 f . before: your eyes the wicht, 
Whoſe actions ſtand accountable to-night, 


New plays reſemble bubbles, we muſt own, 


5 There s no impoſing pleaſure on a town. „„ 


And only with Platonic raptures fwell. 
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Turn your poſſeſfions tore to ready as" ; - c 188 4 
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For all your dividends of profit or delight. : 


But their intrinſic value ſoon is known, 


And when they fail, count o'er his pains and trouble, 


| His doubts, his fears, the Poet is a bubble. 5 1 


As heroes by the tragic muſe are ſung; 
So to the comic, knaves and fools belong : 


Follies to-night, of various kinds we paint, 


One, in a female philoſophic Rk, 
That would by learning Nature's laws repeal, 
Warm all her ſex's boſoms to rebel, 


Long ſhe reſiſts the proper uſe of beauty, 
But fleſh and blood reduce the dame to duty. 
| A coxcomb 


bl 


As after rums of ducky, weir moſt: 


A clatcainh too of 1 
A wit—but impudent—a South-Sea beau. 


Nay more— our mule's fire (but pray prote 
Roaſts, to pours ps a hehe SoxtbSea director. 
But l none * we b ing him here in ſpi pite, 
For all ee eir acti . 7 ee 
Beſides Gan here in height of power, 
Leerer len 
_ he war leber d, like a"ſtatefinan, by che tom, , / 
And thought” Bis heap & uy reihieng at hg on. A. _ X 
No, no; ock always -#thoyfand here, eoiptno” . 5 
He'll almoſt Hotieft nr ' appears") J a hag „„ _ 
But poets Hand, Mewes riot ch APES, 1251 1 % 
One ill day's work "ways nee α⁹οi ot J Wl || 
Thus having taſted of your-forimer;fayour,”; i, ar 
The ee neee | G | 


To loſe our winnings; than have loſt 2 70 * has „ 1 
A firſt ſtake loſt has oſten ſay'd from ruin, een 
But on one caſt tö dee dhe ee [2 
But be iti us it may the dye F eee A Tagen. 

Fear now were Tally een fr ee as 
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HIS play took bürth from principles of 


To make amends for errors, paſt, c of. oath... 1 tos | ; e 
A bard,ithat!s'now no more, in xiper dye, Seon A 
Conſcious review'd the.licence.of his plays : 72 


And tho' applauſe iq aner My "9, LM Ain 19s Pat 


0 Not only, what you art; but oyght/to.be ; Wh 1: 3h 
Thoꝰ vice was-natural,.”twas.never meant dale tl 258T 
The tage ſhould deen ie, but bor puniſhuwt l a 
Warm with that thought; his-myſe once more took flame, 
Reſolv'd to bring - us-life 12 mpgepe 1150 8701 8 
Such was the piece his lateſt pen defigu d. 
But left no traces of bis plan behind. And S100 10 . 
e ſcenes, unprun* or half contrivõd : 
et, through the mas, his natiye fire ſurvi d: 


é 


2 as rich ore in mines, the treaſure lay, x 
Yet ſtill *twas rich, and forms, at length, a play. 

In which the bold compiler boaſts no merit, 

But that his pains have ſav d you ſcenes of ſpirit. 


Not ſcenes that would a noiſy joy impart, 
But ſuch as huſh the mind and warm the heart. 
From praiſe of hands no ſure account he draws, | 


Baut fixt attention is ſintere applauſe : 3:7 


If then (for 15 ene own "iN 150 * art af, £ 


Can to thoſe embryon-ſcenes 1 new life imba, 5 
The liying proudly would exclude Mayne” nn nts 
And ts to the bd de bard refi "the pra. # #3559 bn A 
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Ou eden & his rural muſe afra 5 

Calls in, to- night, plain ſonnet to his aid, 

His ſcheme, I told him, might ſome Judgment TY 

Could he have call'd in ſkilful voices too. © 

To that he anſwer'd — Let your ſounds have ſenſe, 

Old England yill with Engliſh throats diſpenſe, 

And take what's well defign'd, for excellence.' | 

Tis not our nice performance is the thing 

Good ſongs will always candid hedters bring 

Provided e find airs, which they themſelves may ſing. ; 

| An Engliſh ſong, ill ſung, will | pleaſe : good-nature f * 

Vou' ve ſome delight, to know you ing i it fe. Ty : A 

If ſongs are harmleſs revels of the heart, „ 
Why ſhould our native tongue not bear i its part? F . 
Why after learned warblers muſt we pant. 3 0 

And doat on airs, which only they can chaunt 2 

Methinks * twere hard, if, in the chearful 3 

were none but nightingales allow'd to fing.! | _ 

The lark, the fparrow, and the plain cuckoo, __ - .. ; .. 

* all an equal right, to chirp, and l lt at pM 

3 Ev'n 
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| En France in. that her liberty maintains ; 4 
| Her ſongs, at leaſt, are free from foreign. c chains ins, . 41 


Since plain October has your favour found, 9 
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And peers and peaſant fing their native rains: . W bolt 
Time was, even here, when D*Urfey vamp da ſong, | 
The ſame the courtier and the cobler ſung. | 
What though our connoiſſeurs may love . 3 
Muſt never Engliſh ale go'down again? LN | 
Muſt no mouths drink, but what at taverns dige * 


All pockets reach not honeſt Jephſon's wine. 


Since then, of late, you've given our hopes ſome ground, | 


Why, troth ! ev n mend your draught, and let od fy 5 
8 1 1 | 
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ME AND 1ZADORA. 


| Sree" Otway⸗ 8 Wähle, how few have found the art, i 
To touch the paſſions, and command the heart 7 


And yet from much inferior pens, we know, | 


That tears from happy tales ill told will flow: SES: . 
How groſs the error then ——— „ 
To think in plays, that language i is the whole? 13 

The ſtile } is but the body able is the „ 

We boaſt no beauties, nor Bin faults are re,” 1,838.74 wy 
Yet we dare promiſe what you ſhall not e.; 
And when we others faults with caution _ AT 

"Tio the firſt ep tꝰ have fewer of our on: % % eee 


— 


* 1 
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Fieſt then our muſe has cupt her wings, to-night, 
Our Pegaſus is made for ſpeed, not flight, 
Strains fairly o'er the turf, nor ſoars from nature's s ſight · 
No big-mouth'd words the want of thought ſupply, 
Nor ſcale the rapſgck/d heavens for finile ; 
No ſcene for talking's fake's brought uſeleſs 0, | 
Nor main deſign concludes before the play is done. 
No ſoft-ſoul'd monarch pines for flighted love, ö 
While the coy-nymph, his humours to remove, ö 
Can't bear t' account, but lumps him out her 21 be E 3 
And with a gen'rous jump flies rampant to his arms: | 
No ranting heroes with loud glory ſwell, ay 
Nor build their fame on deeds impoſſible : : 
No parlyjng.armies battle on the ſtage, 
While wrangling chiefs in wars of words engage [ 
Nay, we've "neglected too, tho much 3 in e e | f | 
To murther j innocence to move compaſſion g e Vi 
Nor yet to raiſe your terror can we boaſt, 
One dreadful rifing of a meal-fac'd ghoſt : 

No thunder roars, nor lightning gilds the 17 
To uſher down a dangling deity. 5 

Wonders like theſe we have not choſe to ſhew, 
For nothing's great that's not in nature true: a 
The ſcenes we chuſe tq ſhew you, only craye 
They may at leaſt a friendly ſentence have; 
For what ſeverity might! kill, advice may ſave: 
Let ? em your warning not your cenſure ſee; 
Fe or *twou'd, methinks, a kind of juſtice be, 


To give the mule : a ſafe retreat to Colljeey' 
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Yet what avails his boaſted care and pains, | 
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WI Gone arms U their wa mr; 
And march'd in triumph « 0 er the conquer'd ' world; 3 
When plunder' d provinces | in ruins mourn'd, _ PR TT N 5 
And captive kings the victor's car adorn'd, e 
When proud Patricians gave whole realms away,” > 
And crown'd their yaſlals with imperial ſway Fate 
No wonder, then, the ſame ambitious lords, „„ 
For want of foes, drew on themſelves their ſwords, Ly 
Pompey and Cæſar rul'd the world they won, e 
Till each determin'd to be lord alone: EE e 
Hence flam'd that fire, » whoſe civil rage _— 
The glorious liberty, their fires enjoy'd : | 
Pharſalia's field at length e decides the day, | 
And gave mankind, to Czſar's arms, a % : 
Thus ſtagd their ſtate, when vanquiſh'd Pompey 1d 


| From Cafar's ſword, to alk Egyptian aid. 


— -There ſtarts our play, 2nd into action draws. 
What fate befel the. pity'd Pompey! 8 cauſe C 
A charge well worthy « of an: abler muse ® 

But none, a poſt, for, being to too good, refal 30 
Warm'd by the ſubject, and by! Roman fire, 
Our bard gives all, that, wean, cou'd inſpire | 1 


While Gothic taſte prefers, to labour'd ſcenes, 
The mute exploits of motley Harlequins ? 
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| Keren A 
o 1 in the politer tots” . 
Might better habe been plear'd had Ceſar fung... - 


Far be't from! us to queſtion your delight Fr N 
To be, at pleaſure wrong, is Engliſh _ 

In vain for boaſted freedom you declare, 7 
Unleſs you kęep the libefty. to err! e 
—— Since then rank farce 3 a _ ſo —_ 
No wonder * we exhibit nonſenſe too! 0 


And tho? we're but beginners thete; we'll Pay: 
And entertain'as low as crouds ch judg d ae 
While plain October can ſecure their votes, * 


Why ſhould we ſpill chainpaighe' on aer el Gele * 
Howe'er, to-night (by ſuch groſs ſeenes erer d 


We call the Roman Julius to our ald: 5 
On you it lies to ſave the cauſe of verſe, ay ls 
And give the ple to —_ n . | 


 - PROLOGUE TO age 
VVV 


Lo Bee 60 with paſſion and N 
To ſhew you vice and virtueꝰs diff ring face: 
Virtue's reward has wood you to its charms, 


And vice exp O ſhou'd laugh you from i en. 
Virtue we vainly offer to your taſtme | 
Tir'd with iniſtruction, and agog for wy 
Y abhor the' . N ene of the bad. 
15 _ ax +14 ol; of 15:0 oil 
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In vain * dene fro trample... 
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15 vain we . N bu 


But you from hence, hot kind, hut jealous grow 15 
Think all wives falſe, when uſage makes em ſo; 
Reform the bryte, you keep the woman true. 
Expos' d, ſhall laugh: but then ſo likes his face, ; 
He dreſſes in che ſtage! » looking-glaſs. 85 1 1 
The high kept miſs, when ſhewn the fate of 8 
smiles! gets a new ſpark and ſets fools : a tilting, 1 

A ſecond time ſhe's warn'd, and ſo improves, | 
Till, in due time, about the pit ſhe roves, . 
Reduc'd to Doily-ſtuff, no ſtays, and dirty gloves. 
Thus ev'n ſage Collier too might be accus'd, 
If what h' as writ, thro' ignorance, be abus'd: 
Girls may read him, not for the truth he ſays, | 
But to be pointed to the bawdy plays 
Far be't to think ſuch his intention was. 

Thus ev'n ſound phyſic, if wrong taken, mall : 
Inflame diſeaſes, which it meant to heal : 
Now, tho* men die, phyſic has virtue gill. 


The powder'd fop, for drawling ſpeceh, and. Pp 2 : | _ 4 


Wou'd you but come with minds attentive, bent 1 


To laugh at follies, vices to reſent; 1 J 
Warn'd by the dangers painted, wind 499 kk: 401 
To ſhun abroad what's here the wiſe man's ſcorn ; - | 

Calm would be then the zealot's Era rag; 

And good men, fearleſs, might ſupport the ſtage f 


Aue 


t 8 7 Wh 10 | 


Your judging falſe, makes our inſtruction ſcandal. wy 
The wife provok'd to'wrong ber huſband! «beds... 3 wie. 
Was meant his cure, by puniſhing! his head I ona — - 2 


7 
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Then, as Tn - telle Fires le 7 dna 
Crowds might we hope for from deſerted bool, 
Jo ſee our labours, by Juſt laws allo dj) 
And public treaſures pay for public: . 0 ah ps mg? 
Like them encourag'd, we like them os: op; r 
_ Athenian hearers rais'd Athenian * e 
In favour then of us, Zane bn es 4 51 
To make a juſt conſtruction of „ Nen 25 
So ſhall the impious Xerxes terror move . 
The chaſte Tamira's tears from ruin'd' be e OS 
His firſt at tempt for virtue you approwꝰd; Na 5 
But now, fair nymphs, by nobler paſſion mod. 
Our author has to your juſt praiſe delign'd | 
A brighter 1 image of Tu ſex? 8 mind.” 
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"Tak wa birdy wretch that gives the ſtage a play, 
Sails in a cockboat on a tumbling ſea ! 
Shakeſpeare, whoſe works no play-wright could excel ! 
Has launch'd us fleets of plays, and built them well : 
Strength, beauty, greatneſs, were his conflant care; 
And all his tragedies were men of war! 
Such tow? ring barks the rage of ſeas defy'd, 
The ſtorms of critics, adverſe winds, or tide ! 
Yet fame nor favour ever'deign'd to ſay, 
King John was ſtation'd as a firſt-rate play; 
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Though kong pud-found.the my 7 


Reach'd not hs. merit of his uſual art! 4 — . 12358 I's 
To cure what ſeem d. amiſs —_. 
Warm'd by the ſubigct, lets his raſhneſs be AE 
Takes on himſelf the errors. of tordaye... > rel e 
And, thus refitted, trulſs it to the ſea... Meteo! aloft 55 
The purpoſe of his voyage this — - 9 e 5 * 
How England groan'd fixe hundsed.years.2g9,! - 1 
When, veil'd with ſanctity, the papal . vis T{ats 
To wolviſh paſtot de our folds a prey. 105 1 4 4 


When Roman dada here like princes reign 
Yet ſcarce es. viſited the land they drain'd ! Fi” 
And, while the, bigot's neck this yoke endures, | 


Our ſouls were ſav'd by, foreign figecures! 
Thus while each pontiff, like the ſun, from hence 


Exhal'd the vapours— of his Peter- pence; 5 

Their lock'd- up heav'n they promis'd (fuch the grace is 9 
That popes, like box - keepers, ſecur d you places: 

But not as here, their laws more firm were made, 


None were admitted there before they paid. 


ö 


As if the right divine of Roman pow'r, 


Were firſt to, blind their flocks, and then deyour ! 1 


This carnal diſciplige | the fiery John 
Determin'd to ſuppreſs, afſerts his throne! . - | 


Defiance to the lordly pontiff flin 28, _ 
And ſpurns his legates that would cope with — FR 1% 
Hence ! roar'd the holy thunder through the lan” 
Aghaſt! the people hear the dread command ! nah 
Terror, con fufion, rage, and civil war, : 
At once the bowels of ther nation tear; . 


ve IT ve M. pk 
Till the loſt monarch} wink > angel E 14545 263 
His ſubjects to regain, refighs his threne: 5 
With vaſſal hockage at mu Ret _ _ ve erg ! 
Titze dive difateds7 d Wg ür E > Bi 
That ſhames our*afitials, — th Big ! 
Where the wild EY [1 
x1 well preſented, nibh deſerve your pries: 2 4 1 
That long! long Anhüt, wes thoſe ſev? won p | 
And as ſuch chains no more theſe realifis . te] | 
Applaud the liberty yu n enjoy, © . 
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| Laws this n in too much ws was , 
To be o'erchaty'd with either plot or wit; it 
"Twas got, conceiv'd, and born in fix weeks Ges, 
And wit, you know, 's as flow in growth —as grace, 
Sure it can ne'er be ripen'd to your taſte ; 

I doubt *twill prove our author bred too faſt : 

For mark em well, who with the muſes marry, 

They rarely do conceive, but they miſcarry. 

'Tis the hard fate of thoſe who are big with rhyme, 


Still to be brought-t o-bed before their time, 
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"Of our late poets, natu! 
The greateſt part—are only ſo by trade. 
Still want of ſomething brings the ſeribbling 5 1 
For want of money ſome of em have writ, Fed 
And others do't, you ſee — for want of wit. 0 
Honour, they faney, ſummogs em to write ? 1 * 
So out they lug, in ruſty nature's ſpite, 0 I 
A. ſome of you ſpryce heaus do — when you fight, T 11nd 
Yet let the ebb of wit be ne/er ſo low, 
Some glimpſe of it a man may hope to 1 how," | 
Upon a theme ſo ample---as a beau, , 
So, howſoe'er true courage may decay, 3 , 
Perhaps there's not one ſmock-face here . 
But's bold as C r to attack a play. 

Nay, what's yet more, with an undaunted face, 
To do the thing with more heroic grace, 
Tis fix to four y attack the ſtrongeſt place, 
You are ſuch Hotſpurs in this kind of venture, 
Where there's no o breach, juſt there you needs muſt enter, 
But be advis d- 
Fen give the hero and the critique o er, 
For nature ſent you on another ſcore 1 
She form'd her ry for nothing but her whore, 
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| Gm tis th' inteht and vials of the wag; OY 
ro copy out the follies of the age! * 10 n LI 

To hold to every man a faithful glaſs, | 
And ſhew him of what ſpecies he's an aſs : 

I hope the next that teaches in the hook, 
Will ſhew our author he's a ſcribbling fool. ES 
And that the ſatire may be ſure to bite, 

Kind heav'n.! inſpire ſome venom'd prieſt to write. 
And grant ſome ugly lady may indite. 71. 
For 1 wou'd have him laſh'd, by heavens! I . 
Till his preſumption ſwam away in blood. 1 
Three plays at once proclaim a face of wrally +" 
the Sd 
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No matter what they are; that's n 
To write three plays, een that's to be an 5 
But what I leaſt forgive, he knows it too, 
For to his coſt he lately has kon vo. 
Expeffience ſhews, to many a writer's — FA EM F | 
You hold a court where mercy ne 'er had part ; 3 
So much of the old ſerpent's ſting you have, | 


You love to damn, as heav'n delights to fave, — ow 
In foreign parts let a bold volunteer, „ 


For publie good upon the ſtage appear, | 
He meets ten thouſand ſmiles to diſſipate hb fear. 
All tickle on th' adventuring young beginner, #56 
* only ſcourge th ee finner ; : 


Thaske may hut en hen be grits en. 
But tis not ſo in this good-natur'd. town, 
© All's one, an qu, 4 ppęt, Or A;Crown ;z ; 
ola En gland's play v e 
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If, with his crown, you'd tell him where to eat. „ 


Tis well — But T have more gomplaigts— look here ! 
| TY 1 .. [Shewwing / his ragged coat. 


Hark ye; 9 ye think this ſuit good winter wear 3 : 
In a cold morning; hu at à lord's \ gate, SES - 
How have you let the porter let me wait ! 1 „ 

{ You'll ſay, perhaps, you knew I'd get no harm, 

Vou'd given me fire gnough, to. keep. me warm. 
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A world of bleſings. to that fire we owe ; 
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Your fire has made him play a thouſand pranks, _ 

For whieh, no noubt . Ap ho oy * anne : 
He's thank'd you, firſt, 19 
Where he ſo nick'd i it, when ent for e 
f Next for his m 


To ſooth b ee 
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| Theſe benefits ke ſuch nd. _ can doubt. oy — 2 


1 But he'll go on, and ſet your 


Has this —— Ad on his brow, . 950 
As fam'd Parnaſſus! ; has your leave to bow, 
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8 auth e and ne to- night, o 
Perhaps might pleaſe, but that your ſtage. weight | ba 
No more is in your minds, but ears and ERA 0 034” 
With audience compos'd of belles and beam; bag. 
The firſt dramatic rule is, have eee ti hs 104 
To charm the gay oe ee 1 1170851 oF T 
In lace and feather tragedy's expref#'d, i) Mw ogy 
And heroes die unpity*d; if ill dreſs d.. even | 
The other ſtile you full as well advance: wor 20 HT. . 
If ttis a comedy, you aſæ ho dance 5 i; ſis 1 8 | 
a For, Oh; what dire cornvuliond have, of late, 
Torn and diſtracted each dramatic ſtate, + Wy 1 
On this great queſtion, which houſe firſt ſhould {ell |. A 
The new French ſteps imported by Ruel / 
Deſbargues can't riſe ſo high, we muſt agree, 
"They've half a foot in height more wit than we. 
But tho? the genius of our learned age, 
Think fit to dance and fing, quite off the ſtage, 
True action, comic mirth, and tragic rage; 
Yet as your taſte now ſtands, our author draws. 
Some hopes of your indulgence and applauſe. 
For that great end this edifice he made, 
Where humble ſwain at lady's feet is laid; 
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Where thepleas'd ahmph Her contuert lover piles; 1 
Then to glaſs pillars turns 5 h C6] 
And points a · nem eaeh charm, for w. dies... $7 
The muſe, before. nor terrible u nor great, | oaks att 
Enjoys by him this awful gilded ſeat Nan, ge? 5 K+ tote 411A. 
By him theatric 2 
And mimick thunders {ly 
Thus all muſt own; our author 4 N el 
For your delight, than any band hefe. 


To write, tranflatd;:to:blazany or W er 00k, Wh 


Then take eee 


But kindly, — eee r dh "O81 1 
Finds you the houſe; the actors, and the 15 — en ot 
So, tho we ſtage merhinick ee e ne ab 
You muſt * immmer übler MN £387 
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Ga: we never yet produc'd a play, . 
With greater fears; than this we , waer; N 
Barren of all the graces of the ſtage, „„ 
Barren of all that entertains this age. hi ily 776 Þ 
No hero, no romance, no plot, no hem, N 
No rape, no ne n n ae? 135 
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| The age tum: pulpityand the world fo gekie, FA 
The play-houſe, in a whim, turns conventicle. ! 
But preaching here muſt prove a hungry trade; 45 30d 
q © The patentees will find fo, I'm afraid Pans 100 4 ! axis xk 
1 oo Tor tho? "AP. h bam real ang all abound,” + airs x 
| And chaſte Diana's written in ber hes: 7215 oe 9450 + aſt 
ll Tho" maids renoufice'the Greets of fornication, | .- i » 4 
And one lewd wife's not left in all the natibn F god” 
Tuo men grow true, and the foul fiend Diya Lee ee 
| 4 3 3 nden cheat Wer es- nor . hes! 55 15 
Twas one ſoft courtier that will that's bride; "277 "alt 
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You awful cat-d! -rune tails to the. ſtage, $4110? G1 
This once be juſt, and in our cauſe engage. 
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To this wwe anſwer, we're a — 4 
And cannot well afford to love or hate, . SLIT. 117 118 
$0 ſhou'd not me- 1 ee a 
But, fince your cauſe is good, th fret gs, 22 985 


When Portugal declares; wel do ſo Ss A 


Our caſes, as we think, are much alike, 5 bel 15 2 
And on the ſame > conditions, we ſhould . 3 
Send to their aid a hundred men of war, . 
To ours, a hundred ſquadrons of the fair; 

Rig out your wives and daughters all around, 

(I mean, wh' are fit for fervice, tight and und) 
And, for a proof our meaning is fincere, 

See but the, ſhips are good, and if you fear | 


Theſe are the terms on which you may engage 
The poets fire to batter from the ſtage : 
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Againſt your old attack, the fop's 
Well fortify'd, and abyays.op(bje guard 2. oy 1: | 
Tue facred ſhot you ſend art fang in min -. 
By impious hands, with inſolent din 
YL They're gather'd up, and fed den Aarne ul, 65 
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In flaughter, higed and wounds, and pious. 
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[og the firſt riſe and infan 4 of farce, 

When fools were many, and when plays we were 
Ther ractis d authors could, with ez 
'A young and unexperienced audience p 

No fingle character had e'er been ſhewn, _ 

But the whole herd of fops Was all their own 3 
Rich in originals, they ſet to view, _ 

In every piece, a coxcomb that was new. 
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But now or Ml een 
Drolls of all kinds, eee 3 1 
Fruitful of „and of vice, it ſhews "1 © Ted 
Cuckolds, boy) ag bade, and gh 5 © 
Rough country knights are found of . * 

Of every faſhion gentle fops appear ; Bu 

And punks of different cl s we vr, DP 
As frequrld od theiftage, 2s in the pit. O * FT: x 
Our modern wits are forced to pick and cull, = 5 
And here and there hy chance glean up «fools 1 726 i „ 
Long ere they. find tl ' collary park, uch e eit N 
They ſearch the town, and beat about the a 1 

To all his moſt frequented haunts reſort, 5 ls 
Oft dog him to the-xing, andiofe to court, 2! Fn” 
As love of pleafure, o of place invites; 3 

Andf ometimes oateh him-thking-ſhuff at rug, 5 N i 
| Howe'er, to do yon gight, the preſent age of, =o 
Breeds very hopeful, . ae 48 1 
That ſcorn the paths thei pas c. 
And wo'n 't he blockheads in the comm 
Do but ſurvey this crowded houſe, to- E 
Here's ſtill encouragement for thoſe that we. 
Our author, to divert his friends, e, 3 | 
Stocks with variety of fool his play 3. 5 1 
And, that there may teſometing gy and no, 4 
Two ladies errant has expos'd-to vier; tet We 
The firſt a damlel, weil in mans M 
The other more refined, * 
Reſcue, like courteous e the nympb from: e 
And * treat, like well-bred men, ge 
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9 who falls PR of Kr 1 07 ritt B 
Op to his brawny predecefſor's' at oli 70 890} ah 
With utmoſt rage from her embraces throw, n 
Remains convicted as an empty drone o . 
Thus often, to his ſhame, erhebe: N ooo 
n in the end, a | rab | x 2 81¹— 8 lt 
As for our ybungſter, 1 am apt a Wesbt _ 11 * bob 
With all the vigour of his youth'a 5out him. 1 W286 on 
But he, more ſanguine, truſts in one-and-twenty, foo 
And impudently hopes he ſhall content you: i Ki e 
For, though his Batchelor be worn and cold, ; : 2508: 
He thinks the young may club to help the ol; 5 * ee 
And what alone can be atchiev'd by Os ge RPE WA 
Is often brought about by both together. 17 . W 
The briſkeſt of you all have felt alarms, 4.2/1 70 ao. 
Finding the fair-one proſtitute her 3 i 
With broken fighs, i in "Her old fumbler's arms 
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wm, for eee nr be je 1 EI 
f any rivals, but young luſty fellows” n ne 6 ; 

aith-! let him try his chance. And, if the e, 66 
After his ge e eee, args - i 11 2 
May he be baniſti d d ſome lonely denn, 1 1 
And never more have ve to dip his pen! Nn 

But, if he be the champion he pretends, Lal 
Both eee b. a by 


ST you miſt e tribes 256 e Nn! Yip 2 
he holds IND third night. RH 
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N OW this vile warkd eld 140 former days, 
Prologues were ſerious ſpeeches before plays; 
Grave, ſolemn things (as graces are to feaſts) 
Where poets begg'd a bleſſing from their gies. 'Þ 4 
But, now, no more like ſuppliants we come; . 
A play makes war, and prologue is the drum. ac 
Arm'd with keen ſatire, and with pointed wit, a e e 
We threaten you, who do for judges ſit. 
To fave our plays; or elſe we'll damn your pit. 


But, for your comfort, it falls out to-day, 


We've a young author, and his firſt- born play 1 5 
So, ſtanding only on his good behaviour. 


He's very civil, and entreats your favour. 
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| Well, Im his a et act 710 _ ; 


(I don't know Whether Lifhall pak an pleaſe you) ü M 
> He prays—O bleſs me what ſnall do now?! 
Hang me, if I E eee bet if 414; 4 
d 'twas the pieatiaft piologue as he wrote it e 920 
ell, the deuse tal ame if I han feng it.. 
lord ! for Eee e Abe d. exetſeabe :e r, ba 
Becauſe, you kao, if it be dn rd, ad 1 
I T ſhall be hang'd, for wanting what to fa. 
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+ RG haye this w way. 5 6 en el lee. 5 
Whether their hrats are truly got, or no 
to the ſea we yoga rh fk 3 
ere, as inflin®t dire, to $rim, ox eme. bs 
A'barbarous device, to try if ſpouſe at” 
Has kept religiouſſy her nuptial vows. 5 0 
Such are the trials, posts make of playa, 
On y they truſt to more inconſtant ſeas: 
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Critig hrs fo! — py, OE Fad 
And feed, like tharks, upon ar afage play. : — 2 


* eee and do not damn too ſoon, | 
For life will fruggle long, ere it fink down; ey ff FFT 
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Let us confider, had it beet our füteg ee bad 
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Were ren, to euren 
But, by mende, Basen ene e 6 me; vir 2 
How nearly ſome good men might have ſeapꝰd Sinking, | 
But, Heav'n be prais'd! this cuſtom is N ein! 

Alone to th offspring of the muſes kind! A bug 
Our Chriſtian-cuckolds are more bent to pity j 
I know not one Moor · huſband in the eit: ru hy 39K TY 
I'th' good man's arms eee v were Ing Hi 
For he thinks all his own, that is his W 

The poet's ſure he ſhall ſome oomfort find: T1062 ae 
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For, if his muſe has play d him falſe, the worſt. : 
That can befal him is, to be divorc'd ; 273 e a 
You huſhands, judge if that be to be curs'd? | | 
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.. huſbandman in vain renewe his toil, W 
* cultivate each yeat a hungry ſuſt; 1 l , 
And fondly hopes for: rieb and generous fruit, 1100 21 1 
When what ſhould feed the tree, devours the rot:! . 
Th' unladen boughs, he ſeesg bode: dertain'dearthy:: ith 17 * 
Vnleſ tranſplanted to more kindly: art 0). 4589 2% 
So, the poor huſbands of the ſtage, whO fouſd 5 — 
Their labours loſt upon ungrateful ground, en Wein 
This laſt and only remedy have pro-; "nol. alt 
And hope new fruit from ancient ſtocks remow d. 
Well may they hope, when you ſo kindly: anke D 
Well plant a foil, which you ſo rich have made. 
As nature gave the world to man's firſt age, bog 12 | 
So from your bounty we receive this ſtage: A; 
The freedom man was. born to, you! ve reſtor'd. e 
And to our world ſueh plenty you afford, * 
It ſeems, like Eden, fruitful of its own + cord. 
But fince in Paradiſe frail fleſh gave way +5 WS. 
And when but two were made, both went er 5 
Forbear your wonder, and the fault forgive, 
If, in our larger family, we grieve | 
: * OE _ and one . Eve. : 


We've ſomething too, to gratify 
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We „ remain b hes; repay, EE. 
What our endeavours can, and bring, this day, TY 
The firſt-fruit offering of a virgin play. 
We hope there's ſomething that. may pleaſe each a 
And tho' of homely fare we make the feaſt, . 

Yet you will find variety, at leaſt. We 0 Wi 
There's hu att.net 
And for the thinking party there's a m_ end a 1 


(If there be any here) - and e 18 ty 1 Tax 
Tho! ſatire ſcarce dares: grin, 'tis ; 
Or only ſhews i teens as if it kuh 


As aſſes 


And dare not bite, for fear of being bitt. 


They hold their pens, as ſwords are held by fools,” ©: Fate 4 
And are afraid to uſe their own edge · tool: 5 I 
Since the Plain - Dealers ſeenes cee ** 
Not one has dar'd to laſh this crying age. 
This time, the poet owns the bold eſſa r,: 
Yet hopes there's no ill in his play: 


And he declares by me, he has defign de _ na ie 
Affront to none; eee ee e E 265 
And, ſhould th' enſuing ſeenes not chance to hit, . 08 


He offers but this one excuſe—'twas writ N 
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What crops of coxcombs, or. ohar foods of foo 1 K off 
In ſuch- like pr 8 were pets ſkill'd ene 
Which now they found in their own. vibe fun: . 


Tube dearth of wit, they did ſo long preſage. 
Js fall'n on us, and almoſt ſtarues the ſtag e. 
Were you not griev'd; as often as-you , © 
Pogr actors thraſh ſuch empty ſheafs of firaw? n 
Toiling and lab'ring, at their lungs' expence, | - 
To ſtart a jeſt, or force a little Wee, „ 
Hard fate for us! ſtill harder in th' event ; © OS, 
Our authors fin, but we alone repent, | ; 
Still they proceed, and, at our charge, write worſe, 
were ſome amends if they n reimburſe: :; 
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And after ſhe has made em fools, forſakes. cn 
9 with Nature's oafs tis quite a diff rent , Stole 
on For Fortune fayours all her idiar race, wits en 11 
| In her own neſt, the,cuckoo-eggs. we find, e e 8 
ober which ſhe broods to hatch. the i 6652 lad, : 165 
=_ No portion for her own the has to ſpare, . 1 e © - 
WW _$0 much ſhe doats on her adopted P 
bi, Poets are bubbles, by the town drawn j PTE & | 
Suffer'd at firſt ſome trifling ſtakes to win: 5 ” 7 
But what unequal hazards do they run ! ar l ie. 
Each time they write they yenture all they've non: 1 4 | 
The ſquire that's burter'd ſtill, is ſure to be undone, 
This author, heretofore, has found your favour, 
But pleads no merit from his paſt behaviour. 
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To build on that might prove a vain preſumption, ö 
Should grants to poets made, admit reſumption : A 


And in Parnaſſus he mult loſe his feat, t 
1 that be found a forfeited eſtattttee. 2 
He owns, with toil, he wrought the following ſcenes, 1 

But if they're naught, ne'er ſpare him for his pains: 
Damn him the more; have no commiſerati s 
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Rf this . at of grace, we ſee | N 
Wit is again the care of majeſty ; : 
And while thus, honour'd our proud ſtage _ 

We ſeem to rival ancient theatres. 
Thus flouriſh'd wit in our forefathers? age, | 
And thus the Roman and Athenian ſta; 20. 
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. Ons age has much ro the e 
For fighting, now, is thought the weakeſt part; 
And a good head, more uſeful than a 255 
This way of war does our example yield; 

That ſtage will win, which longeſt keeps the field. 
we mean not battle, when we bid defiance ; 8 „ 
But ſtarving one another to compliance.” ER 
Our troops encamp'd are by each other view'd, : 
And thoſe which firſt are hungry, are ſübdud. 
And there, in truth, depends the great deciſion: 1 
They conquer, ho cut off tlie: foe's provifion. 
Let fools, with knocks and bruiſes, keep a pother; © 
Our war and trade, is to outwit . eh other. e 
But hold: will not the politicians tell us, e 
That both our conduct, and our forefight, fail wy „ 
To raiſe recruits, and draw new forces down, e 
Thus, in the dead vacation apes VV 
To muſter up our rhimes, without our reaſon, _ 5 
- And forage for an audlenee out of ſeaſon ? 
= Our author's fears muff this falſe ſtep excuſe 3 | . We | 
'Tis the firſt flight of a juſt-feather'd muſe: WE NL Y 
Th' occaſion ta' en, when critics are away; . 3 bo. 4 
Half wits and beaus, thoſe Fav OUS e of. prey. 8 
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But, nay be prais'd, far hence they vent their wrath, © 
Mauling, in mild lampoon, th' intriguing Bath. | 
Thus does our author his firſt flight commence; 
Thus, againſt friends at firſt, with foils we "SS 
Thus prudent Gimerack try'd if he were able 
(Ere he'd wet foot) to ſwim upon a table. 
Then ſpare the youth; or if you'll damn the play, _ 

Let him but firſt have his; then take your day. | 1 
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HIS year 145 oa neee too ways, | 
For blooming poets, and for blaſted plays: mo ; ie 
We've been by much appearing plenty mock'd, Wh 
At once both tantaliz'd, and oyer-ſtock'd. "ol 
Our authors too, by their ſucceſs of late, 
Begin to think third days are out of date, 
What can the cauſe be, that our plays won't 78 
Unleſs they have a rot ſome years, like ſheep? 
For our parts, we confeſs, we're quite aſham'd  - 
To read ſuch weekly bills of poets damn d. 

Each pariſh knows tis but a mournful caſe, . 
When chriſt'nings fall, and funerals bi x 4 
Thus 'tis, and thus twill be when we are dps 
There will be writers which will ne er be ns” 
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Tho you make nothing on't but up and ride; 


| Tho! this be frightful, yet we're more afraid, 


How ſhall we make this mode of writing fink 7 


CONGREVE * 


Why will you been wits, and write tuck tings Us 
You're willing to be waſps, but want the ſtings, 

Let not your ſpleen provoke you to that height, 

*Ods life you don't know what hin Wo, 28. WHO! . 


. write. a ; 
You'll find that reglos l has ids ks wp go . 
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Ladies and all, i' faith, now get aſtride. : 
Colttriving characters, and ſcenes, and plots, 1 
Is grown as common now, as knitting knots: 
With the ſame eaſe and negligence of thought, 

The charming play is writ, and fringe is wrought, 


When ladies leave, that beaus will take the rade: 2 
Thus far tis well enough, if here 4would ſtop, 
But ſhould they write, we muſt een ſhut up ſhop. 


A mode, ſaid I ? Tis a diſeaſe, I think, 
A ſtubborn tetter that's not cur d With ink: 
For ſtill it ſpreads, till each th" infection takes, 


And ſeizes ten, for one that it'forſakes. . e 8 
Our play, to-day, is ſprung from none of Fe | 
Nor ſhould you damn it, tho' it does not pleaſe, © - 
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Since born without the bounds of your four ſeas. - 

For if you grant no favour as tis new, 1 

Yet as a ſtranger, there is ſomething due: 

From Rome (to try its fate) this play was ſent 3 

Start not at Rome! for there's no e eee te N 
Tho! there the poet may his dwelling chuſe, 


ver fill he knows his counitry claims his muſe. 
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Yet he has. hope: ſome ki FINUNELS. MAY EY 

As due to greater merit than his own, 7 os. of 
And begs the fire may for the ſon atone.. 5 1 
There's his laſt refuge, if the play don't . Yo Fi 
et An young, Dryden, for his father's fake... 
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LL happy muſe, to.this high ſcene 
Hereafter, ſhall in loftier ſtrains. be, hea 
And. ſoaring to tranſcend her uſual theme, 
Shall fing of virtue and heroic wum f;, . 
No longer ee, eee 5 "I 
And fruitleſs war with vice and folly wage: 
No more in mean diſguiſe-ſhe ſhall appear... 
And ſhapes ſhe wonld:neformibe-forc'd: e 06-67 <8 
While ignorance and malice join'c to blame; 
And break this mirror that · reflect men ſhame. =. 

Henceforth ſhe ſhall purſue a nobler taſſt, 
Shew her bright virgin fabe, ad Corn the e . 
Happy her future days! which-are:defign'd | . 
Alone to paint the beauties of the minltd 
Py juſt originals ta dram with care. 
And cop from the coumt a faultleſs fair 27; 4. un ; 
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such labours with ſucceſs her hopes may crown, 
And, ſhame to manners, an igcorrigible tow u. 
While this;flefign her eager thoughts purſues, t 
| Such various virtues all around the views, 
She knows not where to fix, or which to chuſe. 
Yet ſtill ambitious of the daring” g Ai ur, Fe 
One only awes her with e ils... 
From that attempt the conſcious muſe retires 
Nor to inimitable worth afj | + 
But ſecretly applauds, LE POL gleatly e. 4 2 of 
Hence ſhe reflects upon the genial | ray, 1 — ual 
That firſt enliven'd this auſpi icious day; 50 5 cs 
On that bright ſtar, to whole indulgent pow'r ng 
We owe the bleflings of the e preſent 1 
Concurring omens of propitious 8 5 : = 5 5 
Bore, with one ſacred birth, an equal date; 1 e Et 
derive whatever we Poſſels, r as "7 a 
By foreign conqueſt, or domeſtic peace. ahi] 25d by 6 | 


Then, Britaih, then thy dawn of bliſs begin: wa 
Then broke the morn that lig ghted up this fun! i 
Then was it doom'd whoſe ents ſhould ſucceed ; 3, 

And by whole arm the chriſtian world be fred, 

Then the fierce foe was pre · ordain d to yield, 8 8 7 

And then the battle von 15 * 5 glorion 6a. 
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N ow all the world's ta'en up with fate aff irs irs, S * | 
some wiſhing peace, ſome calling out for wars. e 
"Tis likewiſe fit we ſhould inform the age, fo 

What are the preſent politics o'th' ſtage : ti 

Two different ſtates, ambitious both, and bold, 

All free-born ſouls ; the New Houſe and the Old, 


Have long contended, and made ſtout eſſays, | e 

Which ſhould be monarch abſolute i in plays. | 

Long has the battle held with bloody itrite, _ 

Where many ranting heroes loſt their life; [ vos 2 

Let ſuch their enmity, that een the flain _ 

Do conquer death, . rife up and fight again. : 

Whilſt from the gallery, box, the pit and all, 
The audience look'd, and ſhook its en bead, 

Wond' ring to ſee ſo many thouſands fall, 

And then look'd pale to fee us look fo red. 

For force of numbers, and poetic ſpell, 

We've rais'd the ancient heroes too from hell, 

To lead our troops; and on this bloody field, 

| You've ſcene great Cæſar fight, great Pompey yield. 

Vaſt ſums of treaſure too we did advance, _ 


To draw ſome Mercenary troops from France ; 
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Took to their heels Alon and ran away. 
Here you have ſeen great Philip s conqu' ring ſon, 
Who in twelve years did the whole world o'er-run ; 
Here has he fought, and found a harder job, 
Jo beat one play- houſe, than ſubdue the globe: 
All this from emulation for the bays, 

You lik d the conteſt, and beſtow'd your praiſe : 

- But now (as buſy heads love ſomething new) 
They would propoſe an union—Oh, wor? Fw: £ 
If it be fo, let Ceſar hide his head, 

And fight no more for glory, but for l. 

r mourn, as once before, 
| Becauſe no worlds are left to conquer more. 
But if we may judge ſmall from greater things, 
Tho preſent times may ſhew what union brings, 
You feel the danger of united tings, 5 
If we grow one, then flav'ry muſt enſue, + N | 
To poets, players, and, my friends, to you. 
For to one houſe confin'd, you then muſt praiſe 
Both curſed actors, and confounded plays. 
Then leave us as we are, and next advance, 
- Vravely to break ws tie W gin «M1 France, . ; 
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* ſtubborn Hs who diſdain to 1 
Repent, tho late, upon their dying day "i i 
So in their pangs, moſt authors rack d with ea 1 
Implore your merey in our fuppliant | pray Ts. "= Rs 
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But our new author | has no cauſe maintain 8 3 
Let him not loſe what he has neyer gain d. ww = 
Lee and 5 Yaotth are his peaceful arms; "Pp hal : 
adies and gallant hafe not thoſe ſome ET? ? 5 2 
For love, all mankind t to the fair muuit 4 ſue : 2 s er 
And, Sirs, the bottle he preſents to u. 
Health to the play f toaſt, TDrints) &en let it git _w 
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Bure none fit here that will refuſe their otafs ? WII? » 
O there's a damning Toldier—let me think -p 
Ile looks as he were ſworn to what? TO drink. ton. 
Come on then; foot to foot be boldly ſet, 
And our young author's new commiſſion wet. 
He and his battle here attend their doom, 
From you the poet's Helicon muſt come; 
If he has any foes, to make amends, 


He _ his ſervice [Drinks] ſure you now are friends 
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No critic 3 he provoke to fight,” - 

The day be theirs, he anly begs 1 
Pray pledge. him no, ſecur d from all 1 
Then name the Health you love; let-1 none es | 
| But _ man's YEE bY * at 
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P., OETS will 1 chink nothing fo theo theit fury, 
As wits, cits, beaus, and women, for their j * 

Our ſparks half dead to think what me. 

With blended judgments to pronounoe his doom. 

Tris all falſe fears" for in a mingled pit, 7” 

Why, what your grave Don thinks but dully welt) + 

His neighbour i'th* great wig may take der wie e 

Some authors court the few, th wile if anyy ß; | 

Our youth's content, 9 n 
Who go with much Ie ends to church and a. 
Not to obſerve what prieſts or poets fay, 

No,no! your thoughts;like theirs, lie quite another way 
The ladies ſafe may ſmile, for here's no flander,* © 
No ſmut, no lewd-tongu'd beau, no dab enten], % + | 
Tis true, he has a ſpark juſt come from France, 

But then ſo far from beau—why, he talks ſenſe; _ 

Like coin oft carry'd out, but——ſeldom brought from 
thence, 
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There's yet a gang to whom our ſpark ſubmi * at i 
Tour. elbow- ſhaking fool, that lives by's his wits, 
That's only witty tho, juſt as he lives, by fits. 5 by 
Who, lion-like, through bailiffs, ſcours wy e 
7 Hunts, in the face of dinner, all the day, {1 
At night with empty bowels grumbles o'er the play. 
And now the modiſn *prentice he implores, 3 
Who, with his maſter's caſh, ſton out of doors, 
; Emplays it ona brace of—honouraþle whores : 
| While their good bulk y mother pleas'd, lits by, 
Baw &-regent of the bubble gallery. 5 
Next to our mounted friends, we humbly moye, - 
Who all your fide-box tricks are much above, 
And never fail to pay us with your loye. J 
Ah, friends! poor Dorſet Garden - houſe is gone,; 
Our merry meetings there are all undone: E 3 
Quite loſt to us, ſure for ſome ſtrange miſdeeds, - 
That ſtrong dog Sampſon's pull'd it o'er our heads, 
8 Snaps rope like thread; but when his fortune's wh in 
He'll hear, perhaps, of rope will one day hold him; 
At leaſt, I hope, that our good-natur'd nn ˖ 07 
Will finda way to pull his prices down. 
Well, that's all! Now, gentlemen, for the e, 
on ſecond thoughts, I've but two words to ſay; 
Such as it is, for your delight defign'd, : 
Hear it, read, try, judge, and ſpeak as you find, 
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Ow authors have, in moſt he late e 


; Prologe'd their own, by damning other plays; 3 * a . be 1 wt 


Made great harangues to teach you what was * 
Ta paſs for humour, and go down for Wit. 
Athenian rules muſt form an Engliſh piece, 

And Drury- lane comply with ancient Grooms. 
Eat, only, ſuch as Terence writ, 

' Muſt pleaſe our maſk'd Lucretias in the pit. 

Our youthful author ſwears, he cares not a * 
For Voſſius, Scaliger, Hedelin, or Rapin: 2 
He leaves to learned pens ſuch labour'd lays, | 
You are the rules by which he writes his plays. | 
From muſty books let others take their naval] 5 
He hates dull reading, but he ſtudies you. 
Firſt, from you beaus, his leſſon is ee ee 6 
And in your footmen there - moſt nice enn, 
To pleaſure them his Pegaſus muſt fly, 


Becauſe they judge, and lodge, three 1 big. 


From the front-boxes he has pick'd his flile, - 


And learns, without a bluſh, to make em file; 


A leflon only taught us by the fair ; 
A waggiſh action - but a modeſt air. 
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Te in the pit, he reads 


He ens 
The modern 1 . time, and ee 


Te. 2 the jþ bee 
ie maſks he only reads by paſſant — 
1 He dares not venture far into their hooks. 
4 + Ti d boxes are his bob, 
er air, your Lu 5 ür, his dramatic rules. | 
et cxitics cenſure then, and hifs like Kill, 
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. 1 3 a abe ene wks: 3 
Plays are like fuppers: poets are the cook s. 
The founders yon: the table is this place: 
The carvers we: the prologue is the grace: 

Each act a courſe ; each ſcene a different diſh : 
Tho? we're in Leit, I doubt you're ſtill for fleſh. 


Satire's the ſauce, high. ſeaſonꝰd, ſharp and rou h; 
Kind maſks and beaus, I hope. you're pepper - proof. 


Wit is the wine; but *tis ſo ſcarce the true, 
Poets, like vintners, balderdaſh and brew. 


Are butcher's nieat, a battle's a arlein: Fo 
Your ſcenes of love, ſo flowing, ſoft.amd « 
Are water-gruel, without falt or taſte.” 
Bawdy's fat veniſon, which tho Me. 
Your rakes love W like dur 
cheeſe. 
Your rarity for the "TY guet to gape on, >. 
1s your nice ſqueaker, or Italian cap oh 5 
Or your French virgin-pullet, ben 
And dreſs'd with fauee of ſome four hundred — ' 
An opera, like an oglio, nicks the age; 
Farce is t he haſly-pudding of the ſtage: - 
For when you're treated with —— U OR 
You can diſpenſe with flender ſtage· ooch fare. 
A paſtoral's whipt cream; ſtage-whims, mere tram; 97 7 
And tragi-comedy, half fiſh and fleſin. 
But comedy, that, that's the ante] +8 - 
This night, we hope, you'll an Inconftant bear: 
Wild fowl is lik'd in play-houſe all the year; 
Yet ſince each mind betrays a diPrent taſte, 
And every diſh ſcarce pleaſes e ry gueſt, 1 1 
If aught you reliſh, do not damn the reff. . 1 
This favour crav d, up let the mufic firike : bs. 
Tou re welcome en fall to where yor five; 
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Ne ___ ed, a full a (ni „ 
Seem towns inveſted, when a ſiege they eure 1 N 
. Prologues are like a fore-loxp hope ſent out, > 1 5 . 

Before the play, to ſkirmiſh and to ſcou t 

Our dreadful foes, the critics, when they ſp, 1 1 L 

; [ou cock, they charge, they fire—then back they fly. A 

The fiege is laid there gallant chiefs abound, . 1 1 

Here—foes intrench' d: there—glittering troops around, 7 
And the loud batt'ries roar—from yonder riſing ung J 
/* In the firſt act, briſk /allies (miſs or hit) 5 1 
| With vollies of ſmall ſhot, or ſnip-ſnap wit, 

Attack, and gall the trenches of the pit. 

The next the fire continues, but at length, 
Gros leſs, and flackens like a bridegroom's ſtrength, © 
[ The third, feints, mines, and countermines abound, 
Your critic engineers ſafe under- ground, 

Blow up our works, and all our art confound, | 
The fourth brings on moſt action, and *tis ſharp, = ld 
' Freſh foes croud on, at your remiſſneſs carp, = = 
And 1 as tho? unſkilb d, inſult our r counterſcarp. ; 
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Runs wildly up and down, forgets toll 


All fierce aſſaults, and always be ſecure! 74 e „ <4 


by 4 KQUH 
— * wat, jg?! 
The poet-governor'now quakes for fear; LS IT”? 


And would give all he's plutider'd—to' get off, 
So—Don, and Monfieur—Bluff, before the beg, wr 
Were quickly tam*d—at Venlo, ant [at A 

Twas Viva Spagnia ! Viva France! before Ws 
Now, Quartier; Monſieur ! Quartier, Ab ö Senor F. MO. 
But what your reſolution can withſtand? . 
You maſter all, and awe the ſea and land. 

In war your valour makes the ſtrong "PE s 
Your judgment humbles all-attempts in wit. 5 
What play, what fort, what beauty can en FP 
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Then grant em gen' rous terms who dare to write, | 
Since now—that ſeems as deſp' rate as to webs 300 

If we muſt yield —yet e er the day be fixt, | * * 
Let us hold out the third—and if we may 3 r 
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THE RECRUITING OFFICER) 


I N ancient times when Hellen's fatal dA * 


Rouz'd the contending univerſe to arms, 

The Grecian council happily deputes : * 

The ſly Ulyſſes forth — to raiſe recruits, | 

The artful captain found, without delay, 

Where great Achilles, a deſerter, lay. 
e Hin 
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Him fate had warn d to ſhun the Trojan blows : 
Him Greece requir'd — againſt their Tr 


D. 


All their recruiting, arts were needful here, 
To raiſe this great, this tim'rous' voluatenre.). 
Ulyſſes well could talk zhe ſtirs, he warmes 
— be liſtens to the chanms,. WE” 
Of plunders, fine lag'd coats, and glitt'ring arm. 
_ Ulyſſes caught the young aſpiring bor, 
And liſted him who wrought the fate of Troy. 
Thus by recruiting was bold Hector ſlain: 
Recruiting thus fair Hellen did regain. _ 
If for one Hellen ſuch prodigious things 
Were acted, that they even liſted kings; 
If for one Hellen's artful, vicious charms, 
Half the tranſported world was found in arms; 
What for ſo. many Hellens may we dare, 
Whoſe minds as well as faces are ſo fair? 
If by one Hellen's eyes, old Greece could find 
Its Homer fir'd to write, ev'n Homer blind; 
Then Britons ſure beyond compare may write, 
That view ſo many Hellens, ev'ry night. 


The warlike y 
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/ | HEN ftrife diſturbs, or loch N pts, a an * 1 


Keen ſatire is the buſineſs of the ſtage. 13 
When the plain dealer writ, he laſh'd thoſe eines 5 
Which then infeſted moſt the modiſh time oe 5 5 
But now when faction fleeps, and floth'is fled, N 
And all our youth in active fields are bred; e 
When through: Great Britain? s fair extenſive SPED ABS. 
The trump of Fame the notes of union ſound; * 
When Anna's ſceptre points the laws their courſe, 
And her example gives her precepts force; 
There ſcarce is room for ſatire; all our lass | 
Muſt be, or longs of triumph, or of praiſe. Lg 4 
But as in grounds beſt cultivated, tares. | 
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0 And poppies riſe among the golden ears; 2 1 „ 
i Our product ſo, fit for the field or ſchool, TE . 
Muſt mix with nature's favourite pins, fool. ; 
A weed that has to twenty ſummers ran, Thy. 


Shoots up in ſtalk, and vegetates to man. 

Simpling our author goes from field to field ; 

And culls ſuch fools as may diverſion yiel "4 | 

And, thanks to Nature, there's no want of thoſe, 

For rain or ſhine, the thriving coxcomb grows. 

Follies to-night we ſhew he er laſh'd before, 

Yet ſuch as nature ſhews you ev'ry _—y We 

Nor can the pictures give a juſt offence, - has 

for fools are made for jeſts to men of ſenſe, Fel 
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Would without dene been ge {qu e the ern. 
For what is told you by this uſeleſs * if - 58 # 
Only that tragedy. ſhould moye your: . 1 PE 1 dard 
That when you ſee.theatric heroes ſhewn, a Pp | 
Their virtues vou ſhould ſtrixe to wake NY 
What gain we by this ſolemn, way of teaching? 
Our precepts mend your lives no more than pr 
Since then our bard declines. this beaten br | 
What if we laſh'd the crities into rat 330 
Poets ſhould'ne'er be drones 3 mean, h meg 5 
But guard, like bees, their, labo] 78. 
That mortal ſure myſt all ambition wat 85 i | 
Who dares, not hurt one man to pleaſe. another. W 
What, fink a joke! that's but a mere pretence, . | | 
He ſhews moſt wit, who gives the maſt offence, _ .. 
But ſtill our ſqueamiſh author. ſatire loaths, 2 
As children, phyſic; or as women, oaths, 
He knows he's at the bar, and muſt fubmit ;, 8 4 
For ev ry man is born A Judge of Wit. 5 5 
How can you err ? Plays, are. like, paintings try'd, 
You firſt inquire. the hand, and. then decide: 
Vet judge him not before the, curtain draws, „ ee 
Leſt a fair hearing. ſhould Wehre the cauſe, I 8 
1 5 _ 
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P | Ln; not our DEPT FRO SE DO 
7 : One in his circumſtance can do AO leſs. . 'F 4 JT .YF > 7 74 
fue dancer bn the rope that tries at all, e 


1 q 
9 In each unpraRtis'd caper, riſques a fal: 3 . 105 
"WH [ove 1 dread this get ung Sruation : PBL tea: FLORA 


Critics deteſt poetic innovation. $65 09 296 MY 
2 Had Ic'rus- Been eee 6a eee, TEIO Ge or Wes - 
"y 4 The giddy vent rous youth had 'ne'er been drown'd, - 
rie Pegafts of ole had fre and fore. 
baut your true modern is & carrier's horſe, '— . E 
17 Drawn by the foremoſt bell, afraid to 8 F 
Bard following bard, jogs on the beaten ay. Pe IE = ane 
3 Why is this man ſo obſtinate an elf! ? ts eng | 
2 will he, alone, not imitate himſelf?” 3 " 
ä His ſcene now ſhews the heroes of old Gretce; . 
HY But how ? 'tis monſtrous ! In a comic piece. 5 
9 4 To buſkins, plumes, and helmets what pfetence, 
te mighty chiefs muſt ſpeak but common ſenſe 2 . 
2 Shall no Bold diction, nb poetic . e 1 
. Foam at our mouths, and thunder on the tage oh 
BD” No—tis Achilles, as hie came from Chiron, 


Juſt taught to fing as welt as avield cold iron; 

And whatſoever critics may ſuppoſe, 
15 Our author holds that what he ſpoke was proſe, =... 
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Sock d . 3 of 5 aint . are em de: ic 
It dares not in the city ſhew its head. me 
No place is ſafe ; each cuckold turns Le +. vl 
If we make merry tt muſt be in a corner. at 
And here” 8, to-night, what doubly makes it meet, 5 
A private table, and a lady's treat: „ ö f 


At her reflexions none can be uneaſy, _ 125 TH” 8 
When the kind creature. does her beſt to pleaſe ye. 


Humbly ſhe ſues, and tis not for you r glo * 5 1 | 
J'inſult a lady hen ſhe falls before +, oe 285 1 3 | A ' 


But fince no human wit can ſtand the teſt, 3 
With Gorman / and the Chanpios of the Wet . 
_ She'll fill the liſts, and then you. cannot flight her, 1 

(With honour ſafe) for ſhe's a fair inviter. EN 

Expects no favour, but at honour's call, 

Defies the boldeſt Briton. of you „ 

Whate'er's her fate, the's fure to gain the. bed, 

For women always conquer, when they yield. 
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\ 7 HAT hazards paets.run, in times like theſe 
Sure to offend, uncertain whom to — 16 
If in a well-work'd Rory they aſpire, * * : 
To imitate old Rome's or Athens? fire, £4 
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It will not doʒ for ſtrait the cry ſhall row rehind it N 


Fain would ſhe kindle up thoſe fading fires, - - 4s P N 
That warm'd their noble blood to fierce * 
When the bold hero, after tedious wars, 


'Tis a forc'd heavy piece of bomba File: 3 18 old 0 
If comedy's their theme, tis ten to ne, 1 
It dwindles into farce, and then tis gone. 853 . 15 ” 4.48 
If farce their ſubject he, this witty age on > N 7 eee 
Holds that below the grandeur of the ſtage, 2 
Our female author, though ſhe ſees what fate 1 
Does the event of ſuch attempts Kill 8 ng 2 
With a true Britiſh courage ventures on. 3 "4 TP "08 
Thinks nothing honour, without danger won. tx 
She fain would ſhew our great forefathers days, _ 5 
When virtue, honour, courage wore the 178 1 


With bleeding wounds adorn'd, and — — Ke . 


From conqueſt back return'd, with laurels crown'd, 
Where from the fair, their Juſt * r found. 


* 


Ly 
F 
1 5 
{ 
5 
3 
f 


+ 2 — — —— e — . . + wort EL -v 
. = 
+ 
„„ —— — — — I r „* * 
” ; \ — y = MS» e otter 
1 2 — x 3 _— 
2 — * FI 


Or hope to gain a-conqueſt o'er the fair, 
Who ne'er could boaſt-a try in war. 
Let but your arms abroad ſucceſsful prove, 


1 , howp Gull corny yours eee, 


Who, like barbarians, 
She trembles at thoſe cenſors in the pit, bn roy 0 7 
| Who think good-nature ſhews's want of wit: 15 . 


| To fave themſelves, they- always damn the Poet, 
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She thinks't a crime in any one to dare, 15 15 
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On author fears theentics -of the Lage, * 9 © 
ſpare hor ſex, nor age A t 


Such malice, O! what muſe can undergo it? EY 


Our author flies from ſuch a partial jury, gi 
Tee e e 


To the few candid judges, for a ſmile. . 3% ah 2 * hk 
She humbly ſues, to recompenſe her teil. | 0 „ 
To the bright circle of the fair, ſhe next „ 
Commits her cauſe, with anxious doubts PING 5 5 | 
Where can fhe-with ſuch hopes of favour kneel 5 
As to thoſe judges, who her frailties feel ? Ts 
A few miſtakes her ſex may well excuſe, | 718 
And ſuch a plea no woman ſhonld refuſe: | e 
If ſhe ſueceeds, a woman guins applauſ qm 
What female hut muſt favour ſuch a caufe ? FER bt 
Her faults - whateꝰ er they are eden pas em by, 6 
And va d on her beauties fix your eye. 
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10 this, horse, We Pllbt Kut Werd 
While by the ſtars his conſtant courſe he at] wa 3 
Rightly our author does her udvi ent we, ee 4 85 5 : 4 7 
5 Tat for her fifety me Flies 88 Foh, n OO SON SHO - 
Your approbation, fair ones, can't hut eee, 
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| Whether of cuntry; bot * * N 
I've always found, that none ſuch hopes r 

As you dear brethren of the upper tire. | 

Poets, in prologues may both preach and rail, 

Yet all their wiſdom nothitig Wilf avail ; 

Who writes not up to you, tis tem to one will l a 
Your thundering plaudit *tis that deals out fame; 

| You make plays fun, though of themfelves but lame: 
How often have We known you ridife commandin "3% 

Im poſe on your iffetiot nialtefs L : 
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7 Therefore, dear brethren, (fince I's one of you) .. 


Whether adgrn'd in grey, green, Sore "wn nar le, "ok J 
This day ſtand all by me, 2 20 f 
The poor pit ſee how Pinky's voice, if 
Silence now rattle 85 your Licks, and clap your grim 
| hands. N r 7857 
I greet your 8 le the opined. Waben ber 9887 
Half this command on cleaner hands below, ᷣ 
Nay, more to 1 your een is play we by i 
you. 
$0 may you hare . claret with your master, | 
Still free in your amours from their diſaſters; _ 
Free from poor houſe-keeping, where peck is under locks 
Free from cold kitchens, and no Chriſtmas- Box: 
So may no Jong debates i th? houſe of commons, 
Make you in the lobby ſtarve, when hunger ſurmons3.- | 
But may your plentedus vails come flowing in, 
| Give you a lucky hit, and make you gentlemen; 
And thus preferr'd, ne'er fear the world's. reproaches, 
But ſhake your elbows * wy ys and "ue you 
| A e 4 | 8.001 


| PROLOGUE. ro 
LOVE AT A VENTURE, 


| Lxsr any here ſhou'd blame our author's toll, 
For trolling with her brat a hundred mile. 
By me to ſuch, ſhe does this reaſon give, 


- Seeing how many men by ventures live. 


%. 


C K. N 1 L. * v * K. pale tog - 2 5 J 
She — embark'd, and hoiſted ſail to try, 
What pure good - nature in theſe bottoms lie. | | 
Beſide, ſhe hop'd, ſue might divert you too, ; 
By adding to yqur pleaſures ſomething new. : 
The virtue of theſe baths had ne'er. been +25. 
If o'er theſe hills no man a. ventur'd down. 
Here doctors venturing, coin ie in hope of fes. 7.1 %9 
And patients venture, on chelr Hill for eaſe, >! 57 He 
For wealth, tlie merchant ventures on the ſeas. & 11 B 
The lawyer ventures upon: any cauſem qo? 05 8 


And venturing client's beggar'd by the laws," LINN ED 1 
The lover ventures, to addreſs the fair, =. 
With broken Tpeeches and dejected air,” 85 2902 e 
She runs a venture, who relieves his care. N 
The gameſter ventures, to improve his his ſto fore, - 
And having loſt, he ventures" on ter met a 
The London punk, in garret ſhut FA OIBOET ONE > 
At night, with laſt half-crown the ventures to the jos | 
The amorous cully meeting with the e u | 
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Ventures at water-gruel for a kiſs. on * 
Since every man adventures i in his way, F 
Hither our author ventur'd with her + E 
And hopes her profits will her charge defray, WE | 


If that bright cies vn ventures to adorn her tay 
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tag, what is more, to win n your ee, = 5 k 
If ever ſuch a thing the. play-houſe had. Tr 
For cold and ſhade the waxen bloſſom's. OM 92 5 od ii | * 
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Not to endure the. regions of the ſun, ; Loni) 
Let every beau then his applauſe begin, 


And think the rarity, was born for him ; ;.,'. 
Your true-bred knights for fancy'd dames -t 
And think it gallantry to break a launce, "gg 
And ſhall a real damſel el er be found ee 

To plead her cauſe in vain on Eng gliſh ground, © 
Unleſs that dreadful prophecy” N 
In which ſeven women are to ſhare one man! 
But, thank my ſtars, that danger 1 re ; 

For in the pit I ſee tis one to one. i 

And while the fair can all their rights enjoy, 
We'll keep our title up to being coy ; 

So let your praiſe be noiſy as your wine, | 
And grant your favours, if you'd purchaſe mine. 
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Po OE rs like ü Git He Ant Fall of lite,” en 

Or as th uncertain favoutites of tate? . ee 
jarention's rack d to pleaſe both eye ad- ear, ited b 
But no ſcene takes without the moving players = „ OY Fr 
Daily we ſee plays; pamphlets, Abels, rhimes, 4 oel 
Become the falling · ſickneſs of the times; 

80 feveriſh is the humour of the town, 


It ſurfeits of a play ere three days run, 

At Locket's, Brown's, and at Pontack's inquire, 
What modiſh kigk-ſhays the nice beaus deſire, 
What fam'd ragouts, what new- invented fallad! Ve. 
Has beſt pretenfions to regale the palate. E r 
if we preſent you with a medley her, 7 


A hodge podge diſh ſery d up in china ware, 8 
We hope *twill pleaſe, cauſe like your bills of fare. 17 


To pleaſe you all we ſhould attempt in van 
In dif rent perſons- diffrent humours reign. | | Bye 4:4 
The ſoldier's for the rattPing ſcenes of war, © © 
The peaceful beau hates ſhedding blood ſo near. 
Courtiers in com*dy place their chief delight, Shes oe hand 
Cauſe love's the proper bus'neſs of the night. 4 
The clown for paſtoral his half crown beſtows, 

But t'other houſe by ſad experience knows, 

This poliſh'd town produces few of thoſe. 

The 


PROLOGUES.- 


The ebene is for traffick ev'ry where, 

And values not the beſt, but cheapeſt ware: 
Since various humours are pleas'd various ome, 
A critick's but a fool to judge of plays. 

Fool did I ſay? Tis difficult to Kno 
Who tis that's fo indeed, or is not ſo: 

If that be then a point ſo hard to gain, 

Wit's ſure a moſt profound unfathom'd main. 
He that fits judge, the trident ought to ey,, 
To know who's greateſt fool or wit, to- day, 
The audience, or the author of the play. 
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- PROLOGUE ro 42 
THE BVSY, BODY, 


'T rover modern 3 were — of a, 
The author could not propheſy his fate 
If with ſuch ſcenes an audience had been fir'd, 

The poet muſt have really been inſpir'd. : 

But theſe, alas! are melancholy days, 

For modern prophets, and for modern ins 

Yet fince prophetic lies pleaſe fools of faſhion, 

And women are fo fond of agitation; = _ 

To men of ſenſe II phroph eſy anew, 

And tell you wond'rous things that will prove true : 
Undaunted-colonels will to camps repair, 

Afﬀar'd there'll be no ſkirmiſhes, this year; 
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On our own. terms will flow the wiſh'd-for peace, 
All wars, except twixt man and wife, ſhall ceaſe; 
The grand monarque may with his ſon a as 

But hardly will advance to loſe his on. 
This ſeaſon moſt things bear a ſmiling be, ; 
But play'rs in ſummer have a diſmal caſe, . 
Since your appearance only i is our aft of grace. 
Court ladies will to country ſears be gone, 2 
My lord can't all the year live great in town * 5 h 
Where, wanting operas, baſſet, and « play, 8 FIT 2 
They'll figh, and ſtitch a gown to paſs the time away. , 
Gay city wives at Tunbridge will appear, | 


Where many a courtier may their wants relieve, | 
But by the waters only they conceive. 
The Fleet-ſtreet ſempſtreſs—toaſt of Temple ſparks, 
That runs ſpruce neckcloths for attorney's clerks; _ 
At Cupid's gardens will her hours regale, Fo rg 
Sing fair Dorinda, and drink bottled ale. . 
At all aſſemblies rakes are up and down, e 
And gameſters when they think they are not known. 
Shou'd I denounce our author's. fate, to-day, 
To cry down, prophecies, you'd damn the play ; 
Yet whims like theſe have ſometimes made you laugh, 
'Tis tattling all like Iſaac Bickerſtaff. . - 
Since war and places claim the bards that write, 
Be kind, and bear a woman's treat, to-night ; 


Let your indulgence all her fears allay, 


And none but women-haters damn this play. 
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L5010K, ye tr, the Brief Warriors come. i 
Victorious: o'er, to vour ſoft x wars at home. 

Each conqueror flies, with eager longings FI 3 1299 
To claſp the darling fair, for which he fought. 4 * _ La 3 
He lays his trophies. down before thoſe: eyes, BO 1 ; 
By which inſpir d, he won the glorious prize. © e 
Prouder, whep welcom'd by his Ffncrous Kalt, NE 
Of dying in her arms, than conqu ring there. 
O! could. our bards of Britain's ile but write, 


WY 536112 5 


5 With the ſame fire with which our heroes fight ; Ton 


Or could our ſtage but repreſent : a ſcene, 1 

To copy that on great Ramillia's pla; s 1 
Then we with courage would affert our plays, W 
And to your glorious laurels j join our beys. e 
But our poor Pegaſus, a beaſt of eaſe, 

Cares not for foraging beyond the ſeas : 


Content with London provender, he flies, 


To make each coxcomb he can find, a Prize. 7 25 
And after trudging long, perhaps he may 
Pick up a ſet of fools, to furniſh out a play, 


To make him eat, and you to entertain, 


That for his ſafety fought beyond the main. 
Your courage there, but here your mercy ſhew ; 
The brave ſcorn to inſult a proſtrate foe. 
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5 To entertain he 3h buſſling boſe. age, 
+4 - * 
wn Our author now brings buſineſs on the ſtage ; : Ph 
3 She plots; contrives, embrolls, foments confuſion, pln 
Aud yet to politics makes trot tlie leaſt „ 
4 Bufineſs is now the a-la-mode pretence, oth 45 8 a : - 
5 All would be men of bufineſs, and of ſenſe. in | 2, ig 
WH The faithlets rover, when with Cilia eloyd, EY 
SG cill ſwears that bufiaels has his time eitel! rats 
MH But when ſhe ſees him for another leave - of i 7 io 3 
wy | Too late ſhe finds her bus neſs done for ever. : 5 1 
. 7 The cit for bus'neſs early leaves his bed, „ 
3 And ſpouſe, with other buſineſs in her head! 1 5 
25 che riſes early too, by his example, e By 1s 7 


Pretends ſome law caſe with ſpruce Colonel Dimpla | 
And gets her deary's buſineſs done—i'th* Temple. 
The fide-box ſpark his only bus'neſs lies ; 
To read his fair one's paffion Wwhkrow 
The ladies act their own, not mind our parts, 1 
Their bus'neſs i is, in looking out-for hearts. 5 
The ſweet condition'd females of the pit, 
Come not to us in queſt of mirth or wit; 
Nor care they what becomes of a poor play: 
Lou know their bus'neſs lies another way. 
To gut my bufinelF Hort, then Pm to pray, 
While here, you'd We nb bs 'neſs but the 985 
If in attention your applauſe is ſhnewn, 


You'll do our author's bus neſs, and your own, _ 
dE 5 PRO» 
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THE CRUEL e 
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Fi play a thc le the wing could bid 1 . 15 
Is, if I reckon right, two winters old! | 
It ſhould have courted you. the laſt hard 1. 

But you in ice and politics were loſtt, LID 15 0 5 
Two lipp'ry things. Some know it Yo that aa. 
The prudent mother, therefore, with been, 

Wean' d not this child before a better ſeaſon N 
Well pleas'd ſhe ſees the madneſs of the 18 
Spent in an impotent ſucceſsleſs rage. 

From civil life transfer your horrors . 

And give to tragedy its proper ſphere. - IN 
Our woman ſays, for tis a woman's wit, 

"(That ſingle word will gain us half the 8 

This is her firſt attempt in tragic ſtufft; 

And here's intrigue, and plot, and love enough. 

| The-devil's in it, if the ſex can't melts 

- Thoſe things in which they take the moſt delight: : 

If ſhe has touch'd theſe ſcenes with artful care, 
Be kind, and all her ſmaller failings ſpare; - 

The ladies ſure will eaſe a woman's fears, 

For common pity's ſake, the men for theirs. 

On hopes like theſe her X25 depends, 

Not on confed'rate clubs of clapping Gina,” 
Diſpos'd in parties to ſupport her cauſe, 

And bully you by noiſe, into applauſe. | 
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Jo Britain's enfigns then, as they decree, 


7 


e * , u e 113 
if he muſt ſue; ths er close vulger Ari 
But fain by nobler means would 'win your heart: 
Tell you ſhe Er ET Hwang brocilt (dT 

nd is as firmly loyal, as the beſty 1 nn + | : 5932 
Is W their kindeft prop "rg ee 1 ＋ 
And meet your coming monarch on his way; ffs 1 n | 
Who, from one peaceful journey, brings us ee 


Than our long lift of eonqu'ring Kings before; q 
For ne'er did Britain's hopes fo highly _ (LS 45a % 
Or promiſe ſach a glorious ſtreteh of power, ' MY a 


As on that day, which fhall to council bring Off 7; 2 of 
The braveſt fenate, and the greateſt king';' n 
Whoſe rip 'ning ſchemes ſhall diſtant nations mn b 
Make tyrants tremble, and divans grow cool? 


The world ſhall ſtrike by _ as n. as ſen. . 


PROLOGUE. To | OY 


THE MAT! 8 BEWITCH D. 


On female author tremblin g ſtands within, 
Her fear ariſes from' another's fin ; 55 

One of her ſex has ſo abus'd the town, 

That on her ſcore ſhe dreads your angry frown : 
Though I dare ſay, poor ſoul, ſhe never writ 

Lampoon, or ſatyr, on the box or pit ; 

A harmleſs hum'rous play is her extent of wit. 
You, III. I Though 


yROLOOUES 


Though Bicketſtaf 's vaſt genius may engages! | 
And laſh the vice and follies,of the age; don wd 
Why ſhould the tender Delia tax the nation, 0 
Stickle and make a noiſe for reforma tin, +: 11h 
Who always gave a looſe, herſelf, 3 1 
Scandal and ſatire's thrown aſide to-day y, Ty 
And humour the ſale buſineſs of our play, - 7 
Beans may dreſs on, to catch the ladies“ hearts! 
And good aſſurance paſs for mighty parts: 
The cits may bring. their ſpouſes. without fear, 
We ſhew no wife that's poaching for au heir, 
Nor teach the uſe of fine gauze handkerchier, : ,. | 
Cowards may huff, and talk of mighty wonders,,, _. 
And jilts ſet up—for twenty thouſand n. 
Our author, even though ſhe knows full well, 
Is fo good-natur'd, ſhe forbears to tell, 
What colonels, lately, have found out the knack, 
To muſter madam, ſtill, by Ned, or Jack. 
To keep their pleaſures up ; a frugal way, 
They give her- ſubaltern's ſubſiſtence for her pay. 
In ſhort, whate'er your darling vices are, 
They paſs untouch'd in this night's bill of fare.. 
But if all this can't your good nature wake, 
Though here and there, a ſcene ſhould fail to take, 
Yer ſj are her for the Buß -Bad 's ſake. 
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PROLOGUE. a 


A BOLD ' STROKE FOR 1 wits. 


13 we come io a bold Aas, 

To try to pleaſe without one borrow'd line: 
Our plot is new, and regularly elear, 

And not one ſingle tittle from Moliere. 

Oer buried poets we with caution tread, : 
And pariſh ſextons leave to rob the dead. : 
For you, bright Britiſh fair, in hopes to cliarm ye, 
We bring, to-night, a lover from the army. 

You know the ſoldiers have the ſtran geſt arts, 
Such a proportion of prevailing parts, 

You'd think that they rid poſt to women's hearty. 
I wonder whetice they draw their bold pretence ; 
We do not chuſe them, ſute, for our defence: | 
That plea is both impolitic and wrong, 
And only ſuit ſuch dames as want a tongue. 

Is it their eloquence and fine addreſs ? | 
The ſoftneſs of their language ?—Nothing leſs. 
Is it their courage, that they bravely dare 
To ſtorm the ſex at once - 'Egad, tis there. 


They act by us as in the rough campaign, 
Unmindful of repulſes, charge again: 

They mine and countermine, reſolv'd to win, 
And, if a breach is made, they will come in. 
You'll think, by what we have of ſoldiers ſaid, 


Our temale wit was in the ſervice bred : | 
1 2 | But 


as roll. 


As for our play, tis Engliſh humour all: 
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But ſhe is to the hardy toil a ſtranger, 1 
| She loves the cloth, indeed, but hates the danger: 


Yet to this circle of the brate and gay, 


She bid me, for her a 
She hopes you'll not AM 2 to half _ 


Then will you let dur manufacture fall 
Would you the honour of our nation raiſe, 


1 PROLOGUE 10 7 P 


rt ARTIFICE i 


„ BOW 


"7 5 


Old: wits of hs. dee, rous eee 
Change, like the various ſeaſons of the ſkies, 


They, each dull winter, ſullen and ſevere 


And cloudy, as its gloomieſt days appear: t 


Vawn o'er their deſks, figh forth ſame tragic ſcene, 


Then treat the town with products of their ſpleen. . 
Our author takes a different way to pleaſe ;- 
Heals injur'd love, and cures its jealouſies. = 
You tender virgins, and neglected wives, 
For you, ſhe all her artifice contrives. 
You can't deny her your protection ſurely, 


She hides your flips, and brin gs you off, ſo purely 3 


Bold in her ſex's cauſe, fhe always rouſes, 
Gainſt their work foes, falſe lovers, and dull Seuſs. 


op 4 


2 9 
} - 


* TD 1 D van k. Gan © 


But, O ye critics ! ! comic bards are We, 
And we've no wit beneath the ſun, that's new: 

Aſk not, in ſuch a general deatth, much wit, 

If ſhe your taſte in plot and humour hit: 

Plot, humour, buſineſs, form the comic fealt, 

Wit's but a higher-retiſh'd ſuude, at beſt ; 
And here tog much, like ſpice, PIP the taſte. 

You ſparks i in red, ſhe. knows, will all befriend her; 

Nay, faith, you're bound in honour to defend her. * 


* 


f You, in her plays, Ber cholelt avolts mare; 0 J. 
She never falls to Take Her tuen of wa 3 v2 oF. 
of 'Tis ſeldom kniown, vou brother of che blade, | 0 
Let women make e unrepaid. oon 
1 You chiefs in war, who monarchs can fabdu a * ts 0 
Yet own the Indies vidols over you. . BR mc 
4 A fingle Helen, once divingly f 411 * 8 85 ae I © 
. Summon'd RL of heroes tc to the wa . K | 
And br ighter Helens raiſe your ra 7X TÞ 1: 
You, while our author pleads in beauty cauſe, 1 2: 
Join on her fide, and arm 1n her a pplauſe : (ig ; 
Be heroes in a woman? 8 cauſe, to-day, | as 
5 And, e the ſex, ane 12 8 |; 
ut 
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5 Commanding tears to ſtream. through ey ry age; 5 


The hero's fe f the virgin's lere ?: 
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And greatly fallin 8 with a falling ſtate. 
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To raiſe the 
To make man 


For this the xraghe ml. rk tepd the ag. +. > 4 


nts no more their. ſayage nature kepft. 5 
_And . to virtue wonder d how they wept. „ 
author f 1 ns by vulgar ſprings to move, 7 * : £ : 


<2 


In pitying love, we but our weakneſs ſhow, 

And wild ambition well deſerves its woe. 

Here tears ſhall flow from a more. gen 'roug cauſe, 
Such tears as patriots ſhed for dying laws: 3 
He bids your breaſts with ancient ardour riſe, | 
And calls forth Roman drops from Britiſh'eyes. 
Virtue confeſs'd in human ſhape he draws, 
What Plato thought, and god-like Cato was ; 
No common object to your fight diſplays, | 
But what with pleaſure heav'n itſelf ſurveys, 

A brave man ſtruggling in the ſtorms of fate, 


4 


. 
4 
30 


2 


wed, ay 2 of * . 8 N on” 4 ef ng : 
RAA ͤ ͤ 7 AA Fre 4 vs yo : e — n 


n P I RO rag . eee e ——— 
— ... 2 === DET — T 


: - — © po —— —UZ— — — — — —— 2 — 

2 4 — — wage N — ä — . 9 2 = — = — 2 —— — ä — — 
. ; = = 3 pager — 0 — : 3 — — 

— Sg. 


r D oa E 9. 41g 


While Cato gives his little ſenate laws, | 

What boſom beats not in bis — 8 faule ; - 3 

Who ſees him act, but envies ev'ry deed? 

| Who hears him groan, and does not wiſh to bleed ? 

kon when proud Cæſar midſt troumphat , OO 

The ſpoils of nations, and the po 1 of wars, | 

Ignobly vain and impotently great, | IEP 

Shew'd Rome her Catoꝰs ſigure drawn un dase LH NY 

As her dead father's rev'rend image paſt,” t. 

The pomp was darker 'd;;an& the day 0 eng 2 1 5 
The triumph ceas d, tears guſh'd: from ev'ry eye; 
The world's great visor paſi d unheeded by oy: Sone, 
Her laſt good man dejected Rome ador'd, | y af 
And honour H Cæſar's leſs than 'Cato's ord- O91 ail 

Britons attend: be Worth like this approwd, Ir 2 
And ſhew-you' have the virtue to be mow-d. 


With honeſt ſcorn the firſt fam d Oato view'd e˖e © 


Rome learning arts from Greece, whom' _ ſudlu'4 R 6:1 
Our ſcene precariouſly ſublifts too long Aa vi 
On French tranſlation, and Italian ſong. 0 den gan Bio 
Dare to have ſenſe yourſelves ; aſſert the 9 4 0 
Be juſtly warn'd with your own native rage: 17 7000 
Such plays alone ſhould pleaſe a Britiſh ear, | s 
As Cato's ſelf had not diſdain'd to her. 
. 5 
'Z Ns | 14 v1 
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Exhauſted worlds, and then imagi 


For thoſe who durſt not cen fure, ſcarce cou eng 
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THE THEATRE 5 DRDEY:LANE, AF, 


NV VI HEN nn r triumph dier her batb'rous fn, | 
Fick rear'd the ſtage, immortal SHAKESPPHIAAE e EY 
Each change of many eoloutr᷑ d life 1 15 | 


Exiſtence ſaw him ſpurt her d reign, 1 FN 0 Ar 


And panting time-toiſid after him in vain: boon , 4H 


His pow'rful ſtrokes prefidmg truth imprefs'd;” 1 ot bn) 
And unrefiſted paſſion ſtorm'tli the breaſt. 
Then Johnſon came, inſtructed from the ſol, M. 


To pleaſe in method, and invent by males. {elated 


His ſtudious patience, and laborious. art, 56a 
By regular approach aſſail d the heart; g 01 U 
Cold approbation gave the ling'ring bays... DO MES: pn 


A mortal born, he met th general doom, 


But left, like Egypt's kings, a laſting tomb. 


The wits of Charles ſound eaſier ways to "ay | 
Nor wiſh'd for Johnſon's art, or Shakeſpeare's flame ; oy 
Themſelves they ſtudied, as they felt they writ; 
Intrigue was plot, obſcenity was wit. 


Vice always found a ſympathetic friend, 


They pleas'd their age, and did not aim to mend. 


Let bards like theſe aſpir'd to laſting praiſe, 
And proudly hop'd to pimp in future days. 


Their 


"Tl 


| PFROLOGUES „V 
Their cauſs was gen kal, their ſapports-were. — 


* Their ſlaves umme and their reign-was e 7 

T7 

* And virtue call'd bes bbb ni nat. a 1 lO . 
4d Then ceull?d by-raſes} and weaken'd-as'refin'd,-'> 00 
af For years the power of tragedy dechu- d 

! From bard to bard, che frigid cutrtion erepßt ,; rt 
= Till declarnatioh voar'd// while paſſion ſlept. ty _=_ Pod 
2 Yet ſtill did virtue deign the ſtage to tread, 

Me Philoſophy remain'd; though nature fled. 


But forc'd at length her ancient-realm to quit, : 
She ſaw great Fauſtus lay the ghoſt of wit: 


Exulting folly hail'd the joyful day, * 5 
And pantomime and ſong confirm d her wa. 714 
But who the coming changes can, Preſage, , 5 

And mark the future. periods of the tage / 4: 
perhaps if kill could diſtant times d MYY 7 
New Behhs, new Durfeys yet remain in ſlore. 
1410 Perhaps, where Lear has rav'd, and Hamlet died, "x5 
11 On flying cars ne ſoresrers may ridee ... hs 
Perhaps (for who can gueſs th effects of chanee 105 
Here Hunt may box, or Mahomet may dance. 
Hard is his lot, that here by fortune plac'd, 

Muſt watch the wild vieiſſitudes of taſte; 

With every meteor of caprioe muſt play, 

And chaſe the new-blown bubbles of the day. 

Ah ! let not cenſure term our-fate our choice 3 

The ſtage but echoes back the public voice, 
The drama's laws the drama's patrons /give, 20.90 Þ 
For we:that live to pleaſe, mult pleaſe, to live. 
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For uſeful mirth, and ſalutary woe; 15 moo 2; 2228 10 1 
Bid ſcenic Virtue form the riſing age, bac of hind ent 


And covers- 


The only one he never had committed, 


pPROLOGUES 


Then 8 no more the follies you Gary,” 185 nielr 
As tyrants doom their tools of gnilt to diem _ 
*Tis yours this night ta bid the-reign commence. 

Of reſcu'd nature, and reviving ſenſe go 5˙% * ar aß 
To chaſe the eharms of ſound, the pomp Ane MAT. 


And Truth an has mo from the Rage. 50 lf 
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PERFORMED Fox Tun ann r or Tür cui nos. 


TAL AT BATH, 1756, AND srockN BY MISS MORRISON 
r nm en 1 mien, or FASHION, 


* c of t © 
CIO»! I 251 TEST 15 rr 


She enters. oth, Number * Tickets is her Ka. 


1 5 a 
40 E +4 4 


24:3 J 


ELL, T've been 1 6 * eee, 1 0 
But find that charity has got no cart. ats 
I firſt attack d a colonel of the guards —ů— 1 2) 
Sir, charity conſider its rewar ds. 
With healing hand the ſaddeſt ſores it ſkins, 8 
Oh 1 — a multitude of fins. 
He ſwore, the world was welcome to his thoughts: 
Twas damn'd hypoeriſy to hide one's faults; 
And with that fin his conſcience ne'er was twitted; 


Next to my knight I plead. He ſhook his head ; 
Complain'd the ſtocks were low, and trade was dead. 


AEVOLOOUTRS yo; 


In theſe Bath charities a tax heid found, d 127 T 
More heavy than four ſhillings he on For 
What with the play-houſe, hoſpital, and abbey, 0: bn A 
A man was ſtripp'd--unleſs, he d look n MW 
Then ſuch a train, and ſuch expence to fit? - 

My lady, all the brats, and couſin Kit 

He'd ſteal, himſelf, perhaps, into the pit. 

Old Lady Slipflop, at her morning cards, 

Vows that all works of genus ſhe regards; 3 og 
Raffles for Chineſe gods, eardchouſes, thells, 
Nor grudgeg to the muſic, or the bells, 7 
But has a ſtrange antiquity to naſty piu. 


I hope FOI, lordſlup- —then . lor c pt lies MT OF 
23 1 49 25 N N 11 


7 5441 8181 wo 
But, for the play, e en 45 at their, a gice. 


In Miltor- s s days ſuch ſtu be the t ©: m__—_ 
But faith! f he thought it it was amn'd aol, 5 a 
Then ſwears, he to the charity is hearty, Yr 5 
But can 't, in. honour, break his efening par 3 
11571 1. 29; Tat: 7 2159] 16. 
When to the gouty alderman I ſued, OT 
The naſty fellow, ( gad) was. downright rude, 8 dee 
Is begging grown the faſhion, with a pox ! 1. „ 


The mayor ſhould ſet ſuch houſeivives in the ſtocks. 8 : 
Give you a*guinea !. 2— ds! replied the bealf, 9 08 3 
Twou'd buy a a ticket for a turtle-feaſt. 88 ng 
Think what a i guinea-a-head might ſet before ye — 
Hir, mullet turbot— and a grand John Dorey. 3 
III never give a groat, as Pm a ſinner, . | 30 
Unleſs they gather't tina e dinner. > | 
5 I truſt, 
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I truſt, by — polite adivints;s dal stanz al 


You fairer alluocates met more ſlicceſs 1 . 44821 $1036 
And not. a man compaſſior's cauſe wittiftood, ii 751!!! 
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N V4 when . aud Ef St, ; 
ow rare the union 2 4 4 the force ho- ſweet |! 1 1 45 . 
hough at {mall praiſe our | "bumble author aims, 155 Fa 
His friend: may give bim what His bluſh diſclaiqs T% i Þ 
ies ! to you ] he : makes his chief addreſy, 5 nh _ 
Form'd to be Pray d to, and even born to bleſs 5 
| He feels your power bimſelf, and makes it felt; © 5 i 
His ſcenes will teach each Tubborn heart to melt; EF. 
And each fair eye, that now ſhines foftly here, © ; 
Anon ſhall ſhine ſtill ſofter through . 
Let not conſtraint your gen rous ſighs repreſs, - 
Nor vell compaſſion, nor repel diſtreſs. : 
Your ſex's ſtrength is in ſuch weakneſs found, 
And fighs and tears but help your charms to wound. 
Of all the wonders taught us hy the fair; 
Tis ſtrangeſt, tragedy ſhould loſe their care! 
Where love, ſoft tyrant, in full glory reigns, 
And ſovereign beauty holds the world in chains. 
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r. v 4388 
Leſs poliſh'd, and mare bold, the come m ü „% n A 


Unkings your Cupid, or obſtructa his views, AY 10 eben 
Cotolds prefuming,vir's anten. 
And blots out awe from love's diminiſhed 8 . 


27 Jim 8 : 


Finds, or makes faults, and ſets * em. frog in ECG ie 


4411 


And dares draw Women falſe, Of 1 Vein, or light. 
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While tragedy, your fervant tried and true, 
3 5705 1 313 1 HI 288 8880 
Still to your fame devoted, 4, 


re 10 wo} 
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and t to you! SS 
Enflav'd to love, ſubdu'd ambition brings, 
Firms beauty's power, and crowns it t king of kin LY 
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Let wiſh'd attention grace our ſcene, to-night, | 3 Yours 
And mourn'd affſictions move Tefin'd delight. Biomol nt 
Each tender band'of life we tecommend; 1 nom ac 
Wife, huſband, ſubject, parent, fon, and friend! $7 % DING 


W * 
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All your impaſſion'd intereſts ſhall engage. Wen * 
And hopes and fears, and pity fire the ſlage,*! 25 4 50% 
Then, when ſoft ſorrow ſwells the fair one” 5 breaf, 
And fad impreſſions mix with nightly reſt, 2 

Pleaſing remembrance ſhall our ſcene are, 
And the ſweet ſaddening influence x never die. D 
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ACTED BY THE YOUNG GENTLEMEN OF BURT-SCHOOL, 
NOVEMBER 55 1734, IN THE NEW THEATRE THERE, 


* 
\ Vow grateful hearts for this auſpicious day, 
| To heaven does England annual praiſes pay ; 


A nation 


3 
i} '+\* 


a |. reed 


A nation ſavd from mch inferil chere, bon ob'ftitog ts" 
Affords for cbankr in- Eberhiing theme: 38204, + ES 


Sa 10 


Our morning tribute being paid, the night 74 
To mirth we give, and innocent delight. n 


Old Ben ſhall ſhew ye broug ght from Roman climes, | 


i #871 1 4 


A ſet of puny rogues, iel very ctimes. 8 


„ 4 


Appear as virtues, when to thoſe compar d, 


Which by the miſcreants of chis day v were dard. N : : | | 


Alas: the papiſt bred at home ne er thrives, 
Neꝰ er to maturity of fin arrives; 

In foreign martyrs, lies Rome's greateſt boaſt, 
'Tis amongſt heretics ſaints flouriſh moſt ; 
And that's a miracle Rome may def? 

Her moſt invet'rate enemies to deny. 

The ſun, no farther than his beams extend, 


Or ſoils or vegetables can befriend; 
But holy dad no boundaries can confine, | 


His warmth invigorates, where his rays ne'er ſhine ; "x 


| Moſt kindly grow his plants of zeal and grace, 
In lands accurs'd, where he ne'er ſhews his face: 
But lands accurs'd by him till thrive the more: 
O may his bleſſing never reach this ſhore : 
But may that Providence, whoſe tender care 
So kindly ſnatched us from this fatal ſnare, 

Be ever watchful for our preſervation, 


Guarding the Britiſh throne, the church and nation. 
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ACTED BY TRE SCHOLARS on viv geteo, 2 
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5 NOVEMBER, 6, 175. 3 
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Tnosk public oo 3 diurnal page 
The art and learning of the preſent age, 


To generations yet unborn conveys, aq > 


Of this grand theatre reſound the praiſe : 
In vain then would our humble muſe aſpire, 
To raiſe the glory of the fabrick higher, _— 


But, Oh! there is a tale—as yet untold, 
Of which heaven grant they never may lay hold; 
For ſhould they to poſterity our ſhame 
As loudly : will they trumpet as our fame. 15 
A tale there is, — I beg you to conceal it ; — 
Well upon this condition I'll reveal it. 
This grand, grand theatre—eternal ſtain! 
Open'd without a prologue, is profane: 
Thoſe wicked ſtrollers — enemies to grace, 
With divine verſe ne'er ſanctify'd the place. 
Cau ages paſt one ſingle proof produce, 
Of any play-houſe born without a muſe? 
Will future ages without pain believe, 
Bury ſo ſtrange a precedent ſhould give ? 
Is Bury bleſt with no poetic mines? 
Grows there no verſe, where ſo much beauty ſhines o 
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Sure they knew where for rhyme at leaſt t apply, 
The bellman would have ſtood their friend or I. 
Well, this grand ſlip is not to be zepair'd, 
Howe er gainſt future accidents to f 1 2 0 
With all humility T falt propoſe, qq. 
A corporation poet ſnould be chuſmee. 
Oppoſe who will- I'm candidate profels'd, | : 
And pProvy crave your vote and in tereſt, 
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Sl brook, to pleaſe, but with” a conſcious fear, 
A rev'rence due to the bright circle here, 102 
From long ſucceſsful farce we dare to ray, | 
And open to politer ſcenes the way. 

| Young to the ſtage, by emulation fr%d, 

What can we not, if by your ſmiles inſpir” ds 

Here youthful Ammon ſball command the ball, 
And mighty Julius here lamented fall 

Vanoc ſhall rage, and, crown'd with your applauſe, 
Cato preſcribe his little ſenate laws. | 

Monimia wrong'd the tender foul ſhall move, 
And Anthony well loſe the world for love. | 
In lighter ſcenes the comie muſe ſhall play, 12 60185 4 
With drolling Falſtaff, and Sir Fopling gay. 5 
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Gomez ſhall curſe his, inkſpme houpn.oElifhe:c: 11 
Plagu'd with a ſoldier, friar, and. a wife; ro plan a 97 (194 N 
Britons, once more reſume the taſte qe boaſt, i rox ne 


Nor vex with cold neglect great 8 od HA 
| Take us, O take us Your, foſt ring . 7 hot 5 19. 


Our pride ſhall be to pleaſe the/brave and an. ee ee 
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1 ak KR , HOST V3! i bin 03 BNA 
I eyes which ie a plous ſbrroty How e 0795 1 
If virtue ſtrugglingithrongh/a length — en 1587 
Are objects to demand a gen rous tear, 
Who, Britons, ſhall-deniy the tribute here 5205 
This night our bard on Homer builds his fame; 
Who is not aw'd at that immortal name! 
Our ſcenes, in all the pomp of grief, diſcloſe , 
\ matron chaſte, a man of wond'rous woes, 
\ heroe doom'd to change, when ſcarcely wed, 
For the rough trade of var the bridal bed. 
hrough various lands, and men unknown, to roam, 
ar from his ſole delight, and native home; 
From perils great, hard lot! to greater toſs'd, 
wenty long years by adverſe fortune croſs'd ; 
et ſee him great above afflitions riſe, 
The admiration of the brave and wiſe! ' 
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ol! ye bright ats of love; ye Mttücus fair, 
When ye behold ourwIAowed wife deſpair, ts ib begebe 
When you belishf Ae Ok ITY bon | £9908 


All beauteond ifflher negligence of dress, ( 


Let a ſoft tear ade NU roſes ſtedlll zh 

To ſhew us whit by:Fyriipathy' ye feel d Hedi 21 brag 10 
The time was once, the poet's happier days, 

When ev'ry breaſt in fighs confeſs'd his praiſe. 


We want not living chronicles. to.tell, . 


When Belvidera died, and Jafher fell, 
How hearts of befces meſted with apflaute, 7 
And ſofteſt boſoms heay'd | in Jaſher” s cauſe, |_. 
The preſent taſte Nr 2 farce we would controul, 


And to kind pity mould thie getr'rous ſoul. 7 
When, picture of- ponent 'or 85 31 


Learn, O! ye fair, r ae 3 0 
How to 11 with fame d widdw'd:lafetic:!! ,- anon, o 


M aid hliad 1300 do bid who nit er 
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FIG: 1 


1 As ancient Greece and Rome their 818 ſpread,” 
4 Each fiſter art uprais'd her learned head ; 5 
6 In brighteſt annals ſtill thoſe nations Hine, * 
* ov a on the virgin nine: pe 


Her 8 N looſęs chef cy bhEde d with teatss:. i; i! 207i! 


thy rm 


PROLOGUE S. 


This, Britain, is thy boaſt, and this thy gain, 

And one bright glory of Elizy's reign : 

Fach age ſhall raiſe her monuments of fame; 

And bleſſings'ever ſhall attend her name. 

The progreſs hence of ſciences we trace, 

Still blooming fair beneath a Brunſwick? s race: 

Long may they bloom beneath a George's ſway, 

As flow'rs are cheriſhed by the eye of day: 

Beneath his care unhuft may Commerce ſtand, 

The great ſupport, the goddeſs, of our land : 

To our dread fleet may proud inſulters bend, 

And peace at home her olive-bough extend. 
Where plenty ſmiles the muſes now repair, 

And for protection ſue without deſpair ; 3 

Not vainly conſcious of bur worth we ſue, 

But hope indulgence from the gen rous few. 
Ambitious of your praiſe, well ftrive to pleaſe, | 

And raiſe the mind to virtue by degrees. | 

The tragic muſe ſhall, by example, prove 

The dire effects of pride, and'lawleſs love, 

Shall all her charms, her ev'ry power employ, 

To ſhew how virtue is the ſource of joy. 

The ſiſter muſe ſhall, in her comic ſtrain, 

Expoſe the lewd, the coward, and the vain, 

Through ey ry frailty of weak man ſhall run, 

Shew what we ſhould embrace, and what to ſhun, 
For this we toil, for this we tread the tage, 

And, as the muſe inſpires, inſtru the age : 

To the baſe aids of vice we'll ne'er deſcend, 

*tudious to pleaſe, and cautious to offend. 
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. routed FEE quit, the oF. field, 9880 had 
O'erpow'r'd by numbers, yet tc too 00 brave to Held, 5 


4 


Their troops they rally, and their loſs apply, 94d 1075 ei , 


Once more reſolv'd the fate. of War to try; foley IS 
So from ſucceſslels toils. our "heads we raiſe, 3 


Studious to. pleaſe, ar and proud t to aim at e. gi Se 
E. 3s 101i 
Your ſmiles alone can animate the ſtage, - 2 


£ & { 74 # 
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Inipire with comic mirth, or tragic rage: 1 
New life we breathe, when oroyn' d. with our apply E 
And glory to purſue ſo Juſt A cauſe : JVC 


_ Honour commands, and we obey the call, e aha 
And, if we fall, 'tis no diſgrace. to fall: 


In great attempts alone true merit lies, oat ne aha 
He well deſerves, in fight who bravely dies. . 


No envious motives ſhall our labours flain ; 5 


_ 184 1 


By no mean arts we would our glory gain: E 
Ein 165 


Unenvy'd we behold each rival . 
And wiſh them happy in a grateful _= 
Wheree'er the muſe and her attendants dwell, 


297 m they flouriſh as they merit well. . 
From 
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| From ſcenes* of old our preſent tale we-draw, :. ci | 
We dare not on the comic ſcene rely, „ : 
Till to the ſprightly ſong for aid ne fly; 5 i : 
Henceforth we may, if thus we gain your 3 


Improve your pleaſures, and our merits raiſe. 


* The firſt play that was wrote on this plan was by one Marſton : it | 
was altered by Chriſtopher Bullock, a Comedian, almoſt an hundred Years. 
' after; and on the ſame plan it was pot into > the form i in which it now is. 
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PROLOGUE 10 
THE DEVIL. To PAY. 


A BALLAD-OPERA, r THE SAME, md 


Is ancient Greeee the ole muſe 1 , 
| Sworn foe to vice, by virtue's friends rever d: 
Impartial ſhe indulg'd her noble rage; 
For ſatire was the buſineſs of the ſtage ; 
No reigning ill was from her cenſure free, 
No ſex, no age of man, and no degree: 
Whoe'er by paſſion was, or folly, led, 2522 
The laurel'd chief, or ſacerdotal heal. 
The pedant ſophiſt, or imperious'dame, - 
She laſh'd the evil, nor conceaPd the name. 
How hard the fate of wives in thoſe ſad times 
When ſaucy poets would chaſtiſe their crime: 
When each cornuting male, each rampant jilt, . 
Had her name branded on the ſtage with guilt! 2 
K 3 h Each 
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Each fair may now the comic muſe endure, ea 
And join the laugh, though at herſelf, ſecure. 
 Link'd to a patient lord, this night behold" - 

A wilful, headſtrong, termagant, and ſcold; 8 
Whom, though her huſband did what man could do, | 
The devil only could reclaim like you; oY: 
Like you, whoſe virtues bright embelliſh life, 
And add a bleſſing to the name of wife. 

A merry“ wag, to mend vexatious brides, 
Theſe ſcenes begun, which ſhook your a 5 ſides ; ; 
And we, obſequious to your taſte, prolon hong 
Your mirth, by courting the ſupplies'of ong: 

If you approve, we our deſires obtain, | 

And from your pleaſure ſhall compute our gain. | 


* This Farce was firſt writ by Jeuon the e under the | 
| title of the Devil PER * +] 


PROLOGUE | TO THE 


COUNTRY WIFE, 


Cams, « detrafion, and the critic's ra 8e, | 
Are mulcts on all who labour for the ſtage; 
Theſe once our author bore, and bore with eaſe, 
As they are chiefly laid on ſuch as pleaſe. 
The curſę of fools was mighty Dryder's lot; 
Nor while he lives, will hey be quite ny | ek BY 
To blaſt his worth a bigot Milbourne raſe, 2 1228S, £192 
A Collier, Blackmore, and 3 — of foes ; 
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His Cen ſtill blooms; and gathers ſrength with a . 1 
And they're rememher'd as the peſts of ow vll ; 
Detractive Envy, when her ohject'v fledʒ IA 1 
Though ſhe the living haunts, done ſpire tho dead : 
If Manly too moroſely fills the ſcene, 25. AE 88 = 
His honeſt ſatire-ſhould excuſe his ſpleen rn 5 


Unhurt, untouch'sd, remain the virtuous a H on 

When Horner ſhews what wanton women are 

Though black the jet we call, and black the e 1 
White is the ermine ſtill, and white the ow. 120652 

Be faults, if few, from vulgar eyes conceal'd, ih 
Like ſpots ſearce heeded: on the burniſh'd med, 11 
Beauties with errors in the balance weigh, ' 

And, where the firſt” are e ee SAME . mY 
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Orr ledfalt dard, to 355 OWN: Aale true, 289175 
Still bade his Muſe fit audierice-fing,, though few. tint 
 Scorning the judgment of a triſling age, 13 20] 
To choicer ſpirits he bequeathed his pages” 1 
He too was ſcorn'd, and to Britannia's ſhame, | 
She ſcarce for half an age knew Milton's name. 

But now, his fame by every trumpet blown, 

We on his Geathieſs trophies raiſe our OWN. 
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3 nor nature did bie Sens hound uk 1 


Heav n hell, earth, chaos, he ſurveged at 90 
All things his eye, through wit's hrigbt empire ane, 

Beheid, and! made what it beheld his o. 
Such Milton was, tis ours! to bring him forth, 


; And yours to vindicate-negleted Worth. 911 TTY + Ls . | 
Such heav'n-taught numbers ſhould be more than read, 


More wide the Manna through the nation _ 1 1 * 
Like ſome bleſo d ſpirit, he to· night deſcends, OT 
Mankind he viſits, and their ſtepz befriends, 5 SHOWN 
Through mazy.Error's dark perplexing wood, _ aff 


Warns erring youth, and guards, the ſpotleſs e off 


From ſpell of magic vice, hy reaſen's aid. +4 


Attend the ſtrains; and ſhould ſome meaner phraſe 
Hang on the ſtile, and clog the nobler lays, 
Excuſe what we with trembling hand ſupply, 


To give his beauties to the public eye; 


His the pure ęſſence; ours the groffer mean, 
Through which his ſpirit is in action ſeen. 
Obſerve the force, obſerve the flame dine, 

That glows, breathes, acts, in each harmonious line, 


Great objects only:{trike the gen rous heart; 70 F 


Praiſe the immortal, ſpare the mortal pant; ud 1 
Be there your judgment; here youn eandour meun Ty 
Small is our ane waer ee, twere none. 
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And tombs, unfaithful to their truſt, decay; 


The muſe rewards the ſuffering good with fame, ; 


Or wakes the Proſperous villain into ſhame ; gs 

To the ſtern tyrant gives fictitious x power, 2 

To reign the reſtleſs monarch of an hour. 
Obedient to her call, this night appears, 185 


Great * riſing from a length of 3 years; Mp ; : is 


A name ! enlarged with titles not his ow! 
Servile to mount, and ſavage on a throne. 
Yet oft a throne i is dire misfortunes ſeat, 
A pompous wretchedneſs, and woe in ſtate! . 
But ſuch the courſe that from ambition . 
For this he ſlaughter'd half a race df kings. 
| But now reviving in the Briti/h ſcene, 
He looks majeſtic, with a milder mien ; 
His features ſoftened with the deep diſtreſs 
Of love, made greatly wretched by exceſs ; 
From luſt of power to jealous fury toſt, 
We ſee the tyrant in the lover loſt. 
O! love, thou ſource of mighty joy, or woe! 


Thou ſofteſt friend, or man's moſt dangerous foe ! 


Fantaſtic power ! what rage thy darts inſpire, 
When too much beauty kindles too much fire? 
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Thoſe darts to jealous rage ſtern Herod "IR 
It was a crime, the crime of too much love. 


Yet if condemn'd he falls, with pitying * 0 
Behold his injur'd Marianne riſe 
No fancied tale! our opening ſcenes diſcloſe 
Hiſtoric truth, and ſwell with real woes. 

Au ful in virtuous grief the queen appears, * 
And ſtrong the eloquence of royal tears z: 
By woes ennobled, with majeſtic pace, _ 

She meets misfortune, glorious in diſgrace ! ! po : 
Small is the praiſe of beauty, when it flies 8 
Fair honour's laws, at beſt but lovely vice. ; 
Charms it like Yenzs with celeſtial air? Kt . 
Even Venus is but ſcandalouſly A 
But when ſtrict honour with fair features joins, pa: 
Like heat and light at once it warms and ſhines. bes | 
Then let her fate your kind attention raiſe, 
Whoſe perfect charms were but her ſecond praiſe 5 5 
Beauty and virtue your protection claim, | 
Give tears to o beauty, 3 to virtue fame. 
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Love: G uſed in Grecian ſcenes to form the age, 
The comic muſe now treads the Britiſh ſtage, 
o ſcourge the pedant, whoſe contemptuous pride 
Of law knows little, yet knows nought belide ; 
(ot to pollute the ſage s juſt applauſe, 
Who, in one ſyſtem, graſps connected laws; 
Whoſe ſolid learning reaſon's beam refines, 
(As phœbus gold in rich peruvian mines) 
Whom Hermes taught perſuaſions mean to hit, 
And Atic Pallas arm'd with pointed wit. 
Nor are we yet ſo dull to think it wiſe 
Our good old ſireꝰs religion to deſpiſe, 
To break thoſe laws by libels on the ſtate, | 
Which, through the world, proclaim Britannia great ; ; 
Laws, which the conqu'ring Norman ne'er ſubdud, 
Nor fiercer Danes, with holy blood embru'd ; 
Nor rage of kings, or crowds by kings unaw'd, 
Nor force of barons, nor of Rome the fraud. 
Hail! holy Freedom ! on this happy land, 
Unmoy'd forever may thy temple ſtand ! : 
May lateſt times thy name with Britain's blend, 
Qt regal ſway fit conſort, and firm friend! 
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os wouldſt thou, goddeſs, the rude north control, 


And cheer the frozen regions round the. pole! f 
*Tis thine with arts to bid the deſart bloom, 
And chaſe for ever intellectual gloom ; 
Haſte, on thy ſteps thall wait Concordia mild, 
And great Eimonia ſhall attend her child; 

O! ſhield Batavia, plunging in the ſight, 
And arm her ſons with all their fathers ax : | 
But if ber ſtate muſt fall by heav'n'a deere, 00 | 
By conqu'rin 8 fleets ſill keep thy Britain free ; 3 
May no new laws here own the victor Gaul, 7 9 
His trophies ne'er prophane this ſacred hall, BE 12 RE 
But what our fires bequeath'd, 1 their ſons, to bleſs, 555 
O! let our laſt poſterity A 3 | 


- PROLOGUE, TO. 
THE: FOUNDLING,, 


WRITTEN BY MR. BROOKE. 1 


Uma in the drama's artful page, 
And new to all the dangers of the ſtage, 
Where judgment ſits to ſave or damn hs play, | 
Our poet trembles for his firſt eflay. | 

He, like all authors, a conforming Ne 
Writes to the taſte, and genius of the s! * 
Intent to fit and emulous to pleaſe | 
The rer ſenſe of theſe politer dex, 
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FROPOGYPES meg 


He rather aims to draw the melting figh ; 
Or ſteal the pitying tear from beauty's eye; 

To touch the 5 „ kind, 
Man's ſweeteſt i 3 of the mind, - 
Ladies, he bi 7 tel you that from you, 

His firſt, his fav'rite æharacterche — 


A young, a lovely, une xperienę d maid, - 1 
In honeſt truth «and Mnocence | array; (o Jon 90 4 
Of fortune deſtitüte, with Wu 85 Spprefe'd;- a7 9922 100 


By fraud attempted, and by love 17 . T my * . 1 — 
Yet guarded ſtill; 12 2 and ev'ry ſuffering paſt, 2. 7 TEK 1 wh ; 


Her virtue meets the ſure reward at la ſt. ed 210 (1124 Of 


From ſuch examples mall the ſex be taught, 54¹ 6 ; . 4} Os * 


How virtue fixes Wim their eyes have caught. * e 
How honour beautifies the faireſt * 1.43 L 
Improves tlie mien, and dignifies the grace A eig © el 5 5. 
And hence the libertitie, WhO buitds name ; _ Oc 
On the baſe rums of Win n en er neg thor 
Shall own the beſt of human bleffings lie | 10 O 
In the chaſte honours 'of the nuptial tie; S& 414713 bias Q 
There lives the homie-felt ſweet, the near delight, . 
There peace repoſes, and there j joys unite ; 
And female virtue was by heav'n deſign d 


To charm, to poliſh, and to bleſs mankind. | 
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Come not hoon your gandqur. to implore, 1 Has 
For ſcenes, whoſe author is is, alas !- no more: 1 7” 
He wants no advocate his cauſe to plead ; "MI | 
' You will yourſelves be patrons of the dead. 3 
No party his benen lence confin op 3 80 ba Ha "2 
No ſect, alike it flow? d to all —_— 10 5 NM 2 e, 
He lov'd his friends (forgive this guſhing tear: 
Alas ! I feel I am no actor here) nad 100967 
He lov'd his friends. with ſuch a rem: of hear, 
So clear of int reſt, ſo devoid of art, 
Such generous freedom, ſuch unſhaken- =! "0 


No rords « can ſpeak it, but our RATA may . 


HOES, 


„ 10 2x 44 sf 
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O manners 8 firm, and okay, . 
O ſympathiſing love of others e. 
Where will you find another breaſt like his * es : 
Such was the man---the poet well you know : I Es 
Oft has he touch'd your hearts with tender woe: : 
Oft in this crouded houſe, with juſt applauſe, 

You heard him teach fair virtue's pureſt laws; 
For his chaſte muſe employ'd her heav n-taught To 
None but the nobleſt paſſions to inſpire ; 

Not one immoral, one corrupted thought, 
One line, which dying he could wiſh to blot. 
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Oh, may 1 your favourable dom or 290i, 
Another laureł add to grace his tomb: 43 e! ai 1b G 
Whilſt he, ſuperior anom to prsiſe orchlame 1000 warts 
Hears not the feeble voice! f human fame. 
Yet if to thoſexvhom:moſt:om earth he low d, 5 2H¹,⁊ð 7 5 
From whom his pidus care is:now remow' d, V 2:56 
With whom his lib'ral hand, und boutiteous heart, 2301138" 
Shar'd all his little fortune couldcmnpatt;” 2c:'t Nr od! r 
If to thoſe friends your kind regard ſhall ge en 
What they no longer can from is receive, S297 211 0 
That, that evam O- abo vn ſtarry pole, 4% 
May touch W e p nr nA ni 0d A 
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ON PERFORMING, THE//TRAGEDY | 5: (6 107 10A 
| AT LEICESTER .? 2749. 9412 | ebno:! © AT: 


4+ | J 1530 „in So. graft lift 9971) i mg) 
O ſpeak with freedom, dignity and eaſe, 21A 
To learn thoſe arts which may hereafter . : 
Wiſe authors ſay---let youth in earlieſt age, 
Rehearſe the poet's labours on the ſage, - 
Nay more, a nobler end is ſtill behind, 
The poet's labours elevate the mind; 
Teach our young hearts, with gen'rous fire to burn, 
And feel the virtuous ſentiments we learn. 
T' attain theſe glorious ends, what play ſo fit, 
As that where all the powers of human wit, 
Combine 
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— Pics we ng 
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n to dignify great Uatom nme, Siu N 53 
To deck his tomb, and confecrote his fame $2123] 10 14% 
Where liberty O name forever dear ff TOS 
Breathes forth in-ev'ryline; anti beds ur fiat 94l3 Jo eh; 
Nor pains, nor death, ito guand our ſacred laws, :: A 
But bravely periſh i in [QUT country's caulſe..; - 91 LOH #7 Dn 
Patriots indeed nor why that honeſt name, it ti 
Thro' every time and-fatiobifal the fame, 
Should this ſuptrior to iny-yeats be thought, 
Know---"tis the firſt great eſſab:l Was taught. Yori 1 
What, tho' a bqy lit. may with. pride be ſaid , 
A boy, in England urn ãn Nngland brett; dono: 
Where freedom well becomes the earlieſt ſtate, | 
For there the love of liberty's innate. 
Yet more---before my eyes thoſe heroes ſtand, 
Whom the great William brought ta bleſs this land; 
To guard with pious care that gen'rous plan, 
Of power well bounded, ich hie firſt began. 
But while my great forefathers fire my mind, 
The friends, the joy, the glory of mankind': 
Can I forget, that there is one more 1 * 1 
But he is —— L mit forbear. * ee (3 5 
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1 be; your 2 etz Ge to forex this jp 
| Where mirth WON rd lau zh humanity away.” * 
Two thouſand years our tale has ſhook the bias + N 
And mov'd the hearts of Greece, from ape to age: Cs 
Ev'n Alexander wept our queen's deſpan,”*' 0? 8 
And, conqu'ror of a world, fat conquet'd, there. 

Bid your brave hearts explode. th' e n, 

Where toys inſult a people both tomean; 
From your warm'd ſtage, demand the padde; ton, 4 
That draws delight from death ; and uſe, from woe: gf ile 
Lifts, by depreffion : : tries tlie tortur'd mind, e 

In grief”s fierce fires ; and brings her out refin'd. 
Unbow'd by wrongs, bids virtue bear diſtreſs: 

And riſe ſtill ſteadier, as new loads oppreſs. 

Ladies! ſtand firm, to paſſion's tendereſt claim : 

| Sighs are love's breezy powers, and fan his flame. 
Laughing gallants may promiſe merry lives: 

but, laughing huſbands make you weeping wives, 

They, whoſe own hearts can feel, will treat yours beſt ; 
And he gives pain, who thinks it but a jeſt. 

Nobly weep out, nor let ſhame's erring bluſh 

Hold back the ſtruggling tear, that 2 to guſh, 

Yor, III. L 
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us  PROLOGUES + | 
ra you, gay ſparklers, of an hour too ſhort F 


Ye foes to thinking ! and ye friends to ſport ! 


Make it no joke, when penfively diſtreſt, 
Sighs, in yon circle, ſwell the beauteous breaſt, 


Force, to the fineſt face, ſuch ſorrow lends, ; 
Pity, and innocence, are boſom friends. 
No, ſmile, but love's, ſhou'd meet the tear-touch'd eye, 
Where, lodg'd on beauty, virtue's dew- drops lie. 
But, when deep anguiſh ſhakes a feeling mind, 
How muſt it ake—for laughers heard behind ! 22 
Why ſhou'd men dream that only mirth can pleaſe? 5 
No jokeful wag e er laugh'd off life's diſeaſe. 1 
Sick'ning to ſadneſs, ſoon or late comes care; 


„ RO 3 es. 


Tis the 4 5 curſe, to ſtart | in vain ; | 
And think, poſtponing is eſcaping pain. s 170 1 
Courage, that weighs misfortune, finds it light; 1 8 5 
And half. admitting, you diſarm it quite. 
Oh, ſave ſtrong ſentiments; approve their flame ; „ 
And aid, with generous hand, the 227 S claim. „ 
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or proper heroes to adorn the ſtage: bo 
ere Greeks and Romans riſe again, to view, „ 
Again fight bravely, and their fame renew. I C0 | = ; 
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The great unſhaken Caro here you ſee, | : a 
And Ceſar falls for Engliſh Iiberty. „„ 
No ſtandard virtue ripen'd yet on Ro" 85 3 i 5 | 5 1 
But you behold it in a ſecond birth; . i ER 
To ſtrike, impreſs, impel the vig” rous mind, n 4 


And give ye all the boaſts of all mankind. © © | 


Such ſpurs to glory —if they glory raiſe, 
Deſerve proteftion—nay, demand your praiſe. 


Our bard, to-night, no doubtful ſtory brings, 
Of genuine, genuine Engliſh feats he ſings: 
Here no falſe varniſh glitters to ſurprize, 
But juſt hiſtoric truths in order riſe ; 
And ſure that tale muſt have for Britons charms, a 
That ſhews you France ſubdu'd by Britiſh arms; = 
Our lions traverſing their ravag'd plains, 
Their armies broken, and their king in chains. to 
Our poet, fir'd by England's ancient fame, 8 b 
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On candour's judgment bids his hopes repofe, 
Alike diſdaining partial friends and foes. 
If his warm glow excites 4 T Patrist Zeal, 
If from youdeyes ft drops of pity fta 
If fears, hopes, ſorrows riſe with vary'd art, 
And, by the hand of natũtte, tvifth the heart? 
There let him reign—be there his pow'r PREY 8 
And gen'rous judges will o'erlook the reſt! 
With the humane and. the exalted mind, 
The abſent arid the dead indulgence find. 
Know then —a Parent! breathin g foreign : air, hy 
This night cbmmits his Earling is Yor 8 
No faction's form Pd to proftitute © applau ute, 1 8 8 
No art, no int'reſt to Tupport his cauſe ; © 
The public honour tis his pride to truſt, 
Nor can he think our yoice Will be ut Wi A 
Attentive hear, unprejidic &d explore, 


And judge like Engl, Mme le ay wo tore! 2171 od 
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Sh PROLOGUE To THE | 


ROMAN. FATHER. 


1 ts. ht in native bet dee W 
True heroes all, from virtuous ancient Rome; 5 , 
In thoſe far diſtanit titties when Romans Knew '' 

The ſweets of guarded tiberty, like m_—_ 
And, ſafe from ills which force or faction brings, 


Say freedom reign beneath the ſmile of kings. | 


* 


et from ſuch times, and ſuch plain chiefs as theſe, 
hat can we frame a poliſh'd age to pleaſe ? 
ay, can you liſten to the artleſs woes, 


7 old le} ORR G iy God Def dboFe? © 
here to yur hearts, Flops the Sees Eg. 


0 merit theirs but pure : TM 
t'ro 


ur bard has play d à moſt advent ru part, 


and turn'd upon himſelf the critic's art: N X 7 


tripp'd each luxuriant plume from fancy inge, 
And torn up fimiles like vulgar thingy! cnoininilog eo 
ay ev'n each moral, ſentimental Rr e H 
Where not the character but the poet tpoke;! - 7455 buA 
e lopp'd, as foreign to his chaſte s ae rnigo; H, 
or ſpar d an uſeleſs, though a golden Ane bas 
Theſe are his arts; if theſe cannot ass: 50 1 


or all thoſe nameleſs errors yet- aunkfiown} © 5: in 50 
f ſhunning faults iich nobler-bards'commit; © > 1 
e wants their force to ſtrike th? attentive on! on D 

ge juſt and tell him ſo; he afks advice, 
illinng to learn, and would not aſł it wie. 5 - 

Your kind applauſe may bid him mn 

Jr kinder cenſure teach im to * 1 
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"won vice, i over-runs a fate, DE N k 
Weak politicians lay, the blame on fate. E (4! br 
When rulers uſeful ſubjects ceaſe to prize, © 4 vn 
And damn for arts that caus'd thetnſelves to riſe 1 915 5 7 
When jealouſies and fears poſſeſs the throne, ; egal ci 
And kings allow no merit - but their oοgm | 5 170 1 
Can it be ſtrange, that men ſor flight Prepares. | 

And ſtrive to raiſe a colony elſewhere ? .. 

This cuſtom has preyail'd in ey'ry age, 

And has been ſometimes practis d on the 3 
For — entre nous theſe managers of merit, 5 

Who fearleſs arm and take the field with ſpirit, 
Have curb'd us monarchs with their haughty mien, | 

And Herod*—have out -Herod-. ed — within. 

15 [Pointing to the Green-Room. 
O! they can torture, twenty thouſand ways! 
Make bouncing Baſazet j retreat from Bast 
The ladies|| too, with ev'ry pow'r to charm, 

Whoſe face and fire an anchorite might warm, 
Have felt the fury of a tyrant's arm, 
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* Mr. Quin, '+ Both Quin and * 
| 1 Mr. Garrick. ſl Mrs. _ &c, 


P ROL OGUE 8. 


By ſelfiſh arts expell'd our ancient ſeat, ere: 

1 ſearch of candour, and in fearch of neut, bn L 
We from your favour; hope for this retreat. An 

If Shakeſpeare's paſſion, or if Fonſor's. art; 1 We, 
Can fire the fancy, or can warm the heart. 
That taſk be ours, but if you damn their Genes, 1 
And heroes muſt give way to harlequins, ee ud 
We, too, can have recourſe to mime and dance, 
Nay, there, I think, we have the better ehance: 
And, ſhould the town grow weary of the mute, 35 
Why—we'll produce a child upon the flute. | 
But, be the food as *twill, *tis'you that treat! 
Long they have ö us now to eat. | 


| A child, faid to be but four years of age, had 8 introduced on 
the Stage of POR theatre, | to play a tune on that infiument, | 


PROLOGUE TO 
SPOKEN BY MR. WOODWARD, IN THE CHARACTER 


OF A CRITIC, WITH A CAT-CALL IN 
HIS HAND. 


* you all ready? here's your muſic ! here 14 
Author, ſneak off, we'll tickle you, my dear. 

The fellow ſtopt me in a helliſh fright—— 

Pray, Sir, ſays he, muſt I be damn'd, to-night ? 


6 Blowing his cat-call. 5 
L4 Damn'd | 
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Damn'd ! ſurely, fi 


ond De nt hope for our 
unds, Sir —4 ſecond play's dpwnright eee on 
hough once, poor rogue, We. pity'd, our ending 
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Here's the true recipe for repetition. un. 


Well, Sir, ſays he, een as you, pleaſe, ſo then, 1 5 2 6 
I'Il never trouble you with plays again. | 
But hark ye, poet : on t you — . TY 1 


Pon honour: Then we'll damn you, let me die, 
Shan't we, my bucks? Let's take him at his word, 


Damn him, or by my foul he'll write a third. af 


The man wants money, I ſuppoſe but mind — 


Tell him you've left your charity behind ye. 
A pretty plea, his wants to our regard! 
As if we bloods had bowels for a bard! 


Befides, 1 what men of ſpirit, now. a- days, 


Come to give ſober judgments of new plays? 

It argues ſome good-nature to be quiet 
Good-nature !—Ay—but then we loſe a riot. 

The ſcribbling fool may beg and make a fuſs, 

"Tis death to him What then? — Tis ſport to us, 
Don't mind me though for all my fun and jokes, 
The bard may find us bloods good-natur'd folks, 
No crabbed critics foes to rifing merit 
Write but with fire, and we'll applaud with ſpirit. 


Our author aims at no diſhoneſt ends, 
He knows no enemies, and boaſts ſome friends; 


He takes no methods down your throats to cram it, 
80 if you like It fave it; if not, damn it, 
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| Taz tragic 585 e 5 5:17 3336 W 
Of time's long records drawn from ev'ry age, | 

Forms not her plans on tow or trivial deeds, ' Da 

But marks the ftriking ! ben ſome hero ha 

To ſave his country, then her powers inſpire, 

And ſouls congenial catch the patriot fire. 

When bold Oppreſſion grinds a ſuff'ring land, 

When the keen dagger teems-in murder's hand ; 

When black conſpiracy infects the throng, $ \ 

Or fell revenge fits brooding o'er his wrong; 

Then walks ſhe forth in terror; at her frown 

Guilt ſhrinks appall'd, though ſeated on a throne, 


But the raek'd ſoul, when dark ſuſpicions rend, 
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When brothers hate, and ſons with fires contend 3 5 
When claſhing intereſts war eternal wage, 4 
And love, the tendereſt paſſion, turns to rage; | . 
Then grief on ev'ry viſage ſtands impreſt, | Wy 
And pity throbs in ev'ry feeling breaſt: ES ro 
Hope, fear, and indignation riſe, by turns, | 
And the ſtrong ſcene with various paſſion burns; % 
Such is our tale, Nor bluſh, if tears ſhould flow; 
They're virtue's tribute paid to human woe. 7 
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Such drops new luſtre to bright eyes impart ; ; 

The ſilent witneſs of a tender heart: 

Such drops adorn the nobleſt hero's cheek ; 

And paint his worth, in ſtrokes that more _ ſpeak: 
Not he who cannot-weep, but he who can, 

Shews the great ſoul, and proves himſelf a man. 


Yet do not idly grieve at others pain, ds 


} 


Nor let the tears of nature fall in vain; . 
Watch the cloſe crimes 1 3 their iu : have 
grown, = * 33 N 5 
And from their n erm to o mend your own. 
= | PROLOGVE ro 


ACTED IN 1753, BY THE SCHOLARS OP THE FREE | 
| GRAMMAR SCHOOL AT DERBY, FOR THE BENEFIT | 
or THE ORPHAN OF THE LATE VSHER, 


WRITTEN BY ONE OF THE SCHOLARS, AGED 16. 


N O Garrick here majeſtic treads the ſtage, 
No Quin your whole attention to engage; 
No practis'd actor, here, the ſcene employs ; 
But a raw parcel of unſkilful boys. 
shall we disfigur'd in a ſchool-boy ſee 


| Cato's great ſoul in baſe epitome ? 
Can critics bear ſuch flavery as this? 
Wou' d not &en Cato join the critic's hiſs ? 


.P-R\0:L'O.G/U*E'S. 


What ſhall we ſay, then! What excuſes make ? 


Our credit and ſucceſs lie both at ſtake, 

As when ſome peaſant, who, to treat his lord, 
Brings out his little ſtock, and decks his board, 
With what his ill-ſtor'd cupboard will afford, 
With aukward bows, and ill-plac'd ruſtic any; 
To make excuſes for'his. feaſt prepares ; 

So we, with tremor mix'd with vaſt denght, 


View the bright audience which appears to-night, | 
And, conſcious of its meanneſs, hardly dare 


To bid you welcome to our homely fare. 
But would the ladies in our cauſe appear, 
one look would filence ev'ry critic here. 
If you but ſmile, *twill chear our. tim*rous hearts, 


And give us courage to perform our parts. 


To you, ye fair ones, then, we make addreſs, 
And beg protection for this night's ſucceſs. 


Look gently on our faults, and where we fail, 


Let pity to our tender youth prevail. 
Our cauſe is in your hands, and Cato, who 


Diſdain'd great Ce/ar's yoke, ſubmits to you. 
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Tho? danger damp'id his wing, he dar d te fiſe: 


Even he may feel the foul-exalting fire. 


Without a guide this raſh attempt he' made, - 
Without a clue from art, or learning's ald. 
He takes a theme where tencꝰreſt paſſions Wa 

A theme, your grandſires felt with plealing woe, 
Eſex' fad tale he firives to clothe anew, | 
And hopes to place it in a ſtronger view. 
Poets, like painters, may, by equal 3 
The labour'd piece from diff rent maſters A 
Perhaps improve the plan, and fire, and grace, 
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How far our author has ſecur'd a claim, 

To this exalted palm, this wiſh'd-for fame, 
Your gen'rous ſentiments will ſoon declare; 
Humanity is ever prone to ſpare. 
Twere baſeneſs then your candour to diſtruſt ; 
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T4 From hope, high rais'd, alt glorious actions qprivg; ; 
Lis hence that heroes conquer, poets ſing. 


Fame prompts the humbleſt boſom to aſpire. 


And ſtrike th* impaſſion'd ſoul through all the face. | 
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A 1 truth tic frarful niuſt ces, 


Hath hung his filent harp, and huſh'd his ſong. 


6 Beneath the pregnant branches reſt a while, - '' 
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His ſanguine friends made promiſe of ſuoceſsʒ iin e. 
But that, he fears, their ardent wiffies wrou ght. 
Since partial favour ſeldom ſees a fault. d ban 

en bear, like patient friends, this firſt eh. 5 
0 next ſhall thank you in a nobler way. 
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13 his native Thin, our poet long | 


Kind Commerce whiſper'd, * See my bliſsful late, | 
And to'ho/Tiniles but mine reſign thy fite, 
© Which by my culture ſhade this favout'd ile; ; 
* On that fair tree, the fruits of ev'ty coaſt, 
* All, which the Ganges and the Volga boaft, 


All, which the ſun's luxuriant beam ſupplits, = T7 | 1 


Or ſlowly ripens under frozen ſkies, | - 
In mix'd variety of growth ariſe. "gre un OE 
© The copious leaves beneficence diffuſe, 

© Which on affliction drops reſtoring dews ; 

* And birds of hope among the loaded ſprays, 
* Tune with enchantment their alluring lays, 
To cheer deſpondence, and th' inactive raiſe. 
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© Reſt here, ſhe cry'd, and ſmiling Time again 
* May ſtring thy lyre, and I approve the ſtrain “. EY 
At length his muſe from exile he recalls, - $4 tn 448 
Urg'd by his patrons in Auguſta's walls. 
Thoſe gen'rous traders, who alike ſuſtain; + + 1 
Their nation's glory on th* obedient main, hg 
And bounteous raiſe affliction's drooping train. 

They, who benignant to his-toils, afford : 

Their ſhelt'ring favour, have this muſe reſtor'd. 

They in her future fame will juſtly ſhare, 

But her diſgrace herſelf muſt fingly bear; 
Calm hours of learned leifure they have giv'n, 
And could no more, for genius is from heav'n. 

To open now her long-hid roll ſhe tries, 
When vary'd forms of pictur d paſhons riſe. ©. 

Revenge and pride their furies firſt unfold, 2 

By artleſs virtue fatally controll'd, . = = 
Scenes wrought with gentler pencils then ſucceed, 

Where love perſuades a faithful wife to bleed ; 

Where, join'd to public Cares, domeſtic woe 

Is ſeen from manly fortitude to flow. 

But if her colours mock the candid eye, 

By ſpurious tins, unmix'd with nature's che, 
Le friendly hands, reſtrain your fruitleſs aid, 
And with juſt cenſure let her labours fade. 
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CONSCIOUS LOVERS, 


WRITTEN. BY. MR, BOYCE, 5 
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PERFORMED FOR, THE BENEFIT OF THE | 
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MIDPLESEX ROSPLTAL. | „„ 


Ar nature 8 2 riſes on e TY 
Hence in each clime, where Phoebus mu his beams, | 
Some rifing impulſe rules the native ſo 

The national criterion of the whole: 
Works as it reigns, impels life's varying ſeemes, | x 
Refines in virtue, or in vice demeans ; 

This ſtrong incentive lays th* unerring plan, 
Whence nations judge of nations, man of man; 
This general motive general fame inſures, 

And, Britons, godlike charity is yours 

Bleſt with the ſoul, where pity's dew-drops lie, 
That feels the ſoft petition of the eye, | 
Tis yours to filence mis'ry's plaintive moan, 

And make the grief of others all your own : 

Nor is it ſtrange compaſſion ſtretch her hand, 
Where liberty and beauty glad the land. 

| Sacred to charity the pile to raiſe, | 

To trace affliction throu gh its various maze z 


Give 


. PROLOGUE. 


Give balm to andre accidental woes, 
And ſooth th' impoveriſh'd matron's pregnant chives ; 
This night, to execute theſe good deſigns, 
We crav'd your favour !----Lo, your bounty mines! ! 
Bounty, ordain'd with genial wirmth to glow, 
And, like the ſun, enliven all belo . 
Wealth, grandeur, pow'r, with all that crowns the great, 
The ſmiles of monarchs, and the pomp of ſtate, 
- Heav'n lends to dignify the virtuous breaſt ; 
And, while the fount of goodneſs flows confeſt, 
she tranſient actions in a light refin' d. 
And raiſe Northumberlands to bleſs mankind, "4 
When all our earthly pomp ſhall'fade . n L 
This globe diſſolve, and nature's ſelf dera) 
W ubile guilt ſhall at impending judgment fart, ki 510? 
* « And keeneſt anguiſh ſeize the hard · of-heart; I nin try 
Then white-rob'd-Charity-her friends ſhall. chear, 10 
1 And pay with int'reſt all they lent her here. 
Happy, whoſe name by virtuous deeds was rais d, 
Whom little foundlings liſp'd, or eripples prais d! 
Such goodneſs ſwift ſhall reach ita parent ſky, , . 
Rever'd on earth - then all-ador'd on high. 
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eat, EN GLISHMAN RETURN'D "FRORE rande, 
489 rack. weaned enact be 4" 
Or all the paſſions 3 | 5 
N The love of novelty rules moſt the mind; 
[a In ſearch of this, from realm to realm we roam, 
Our fleets come fraught with every folly home. | 
4 From Lybia' s deſarts hoſtile brutes advance, : 4 
10 And dancing dogs, in droves, ſkip here from France. 
5 From Latian lands gigantic forms appear, : 
Striking our Britiſh breaſts with awe and fear, | 
. \s once the Lilliputians —— Gulliuer: I 
Not only objects that affect the ſight, ( 
In foreign arts and artiſts we delight. | | ; 
Near to that ſpot where Charles:beſtrides a horſe, = 
In humble proſe, the place is Charing-Croſs ; : ö 
| loſe by the margin of a kennel ſide, 
| \ dirty diſmal entry opens wide, 
here, with hoarſe voice, checqu'd ſhirt, a * hand, 
| Duffs Indian Engliſh trader takes his ſtand, 2 
I durveys each paſſenger with curious eyes, | 
£ ind ruſtic Roger falls an eaſy prize; : 
I ere's China porcelain, that Chelſea yields, j 
ad India handkerchiefs, from spittalßelds; : 1 
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PROLOGUE. 


With Turkey carpets that from Wilton came, 

And Spaniſh tucks and blades, from Birmingham, 
Factors are forc'd to favour this deceit, . 1 
And Engliſh goods are ſmuggled through the feet. 
The rude to poliſh, and the fair to pleaſe, 

The hero of the night has croſs'd the ſeas; 

Tho? to he bom a Briton be his crime, 

He's manufactur'd in another clime. | 
Tis Buck begs leave once more to come before ye, 
The little ſubject of a former ſtory. | pe 
How chang'd, how faſhion d, whether brute or beau, 1 
We truſt the following ſcenes will fully ſhew, _.. 
For them and him we your indulgence crave ; 
For ſtill tis ours to ſin, and yours to ſave, 


PROLOGUE ro 
ALL IN TY WRONG. 


SPOKEN: ant MR. FOOTE. 


Ho. , be be it known to box, gall ries, and pit, 
Will be open'd the original warehouſe for wit ; 
The new manufacture, Foote and Co. undertakers, 
Play, opera, pantomime, farce - by the makers. 
We ſcorn, like our brethren, our fortunes to owe 
To Shakeſpeare and S. utherne, to Otxvay and Rowe : | 
Tho! our judgment may err, yet our Juſtice i is evg 5 
For we promiſe to mangle 1 no works but our own: 


R And 


And moreover, on this you may firmly rely, 


Has lock'd up his. light'ni „ his daggers and bowls; 
Reſolv'd that in buſkins no heroes ſhould ſtalk, 
He has ſhut us quite out of the tragedy walk. 

No blood, no blank verſe—in ſhort, we're undone, 
Unleſs you're contented with frolic and fun. 
If, tir'd of her round in the Ranelagh mill, 

There ſhould be one female inclin'd'to fit ſtill; 

If blind to the beauties, or fick of the ſquall, 

A party ſhould not chuſe to catch cold at Vauxhall. 
If at Sadler's ſweet Wells the wine ſhould be thick, 
The cheeſecakes be ſow'r, or Miſs Miiliaſon fick ; 


Or the tumblers be lame, or the bells out of tune; 

We hope you will call at our warehouſe i in Drury, 
We've a curious aſſortment of goods, I aſſure ye, 
Domeſtic and foreign, indeed all kinds of wares, 
Erglib cloths, Iriſb linens, and French per- en- hairs: : 

If, for want of good cuſtom, or loſſes in trade, 

The poetical partners ſhould bankrupts be made; 

If, from dealings too large, we plunge deeply in debt, 
And a whereas comes out in the Mu/es* Gazette, | 


We'll on you, our affigns, for certificates call; 
Tho? inſolvents, we're done, | and give 5 our all. 
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If we can't make you laugh, that we won't make you cry. 
For our monarch, who knew we were mirth-loving _ 


If the fume of the pipes ſhould prove pow'rful in June, 
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H USH ! let; me 3 hes I aka 0 
Is no informer ſkulking i in the croud? A 0 
With art laconic, noting all that's ſaid, | 
Malice at heart, indictments in his heads. "F BY 

Prepar'd to levy all the lbadwar 2. 0s: ot goes 
And rouſe the clamorous legions. of the bar! 15 

Is there none ſuch ?2—Not one ? —then, eat hon, 1 
J will a tale unfold, tho' ſtrange, yet true; I a 
The application muſt be made by you. | 4 

At Athens once, fair Queen of arms and arts ot 
There dwelt a citizen of moderate parts ;* | 
Preciſe his manner, and demure his looks, 

His mind unletter'd, tho” he dealt in books; _ \ | 
Amorous, tho? old; tho? dull, lov'd. reparte; 3 
And penn'd a paragraph moſt daintily :,, ß 
He aim'd at purity in all he ſaid, n 300 LI 
And never once omitted eth, or edc; os eaters E bu 
In hath, and dath, was rarely known. to fail, de no l 
Himſelf the hero of each little tale; naviotnt for. 
With wits and lords this man was much delighted, 

And once (it has been ſaid) was near being knighted. 
One Aritophanes (a wicked wit, 
Who never heeded grace in what he writ) 
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* George Faulkner, Bookſeller, 
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Had mark'd the manners of this Grecian ſage, 
And, thinking him a ſubject for the ſtage, 
Had, from the lumber, cull'd with curious care, 
| His voice, his looks, his geſture, gait, and air „ 

His affectation, conſequence, and mien, 
And boldly launch'd him on the comic ſcene; 
Loud peals of plaudits through the circle ran, | 
All felt the ſatire, for all knew the man. 

Then Peter—Petros was his claflic name, 
Fearing the loſs of dignity and fame, 
To a grave lawyer in a hurry flies, | 
Opens his purſe, and begs his beſt advice. 
The fee ſecur'd, the lawyer ſtrokes his band, 
« The caſe you put I fully underſtand; 
« The thing is plain from Cocos's reports, 
For rules of poetry a'n't rules of courts : 
* A libel this Il make the mummer know it — 
A Grecian conſtable took up the poet, 
Reſtrain'd the ſallies of his laughing muſe, 
Call'd harmleſs humour ſcandalous abuſe: 
The bard appeal'd from this ſevere decree, b 
Th' indulgent-public ſet the pris'ner free ; : 
Greece was to him what Dublin i is to me. 
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\ A various 3 in our art, ; 
Since Toe/p:s firſt ſung ballads in a cart! 
By nature fram'd the witty war to. wage, 
And lay the deep foundations of the ſtage. 1 
From his own ſoil that bard his pictures drew, 
The gaping crowd the mimic features knew, | 
And the broad jeſt with fire electric flew. 5 
Succeeding times, mare poliſh'd and refin'd, 
To rigid rules the.comic muſe confin'd : | 
Robb'd of the natural freedom-of her ſong, 
In artful meaſures no ſhe floats along; 
No ſprightly ſallies rouſe the flumb'ring pit, 
Thalia, grown mere architect in wit, 
To doors and ladders has confin'd her cares, 
Convenient cloſets, and a ſnug back-ſtairs ; 
ITwixt her and, Satire has diſſolv'd the league, 
Aud jilted Humour, to enjoy Intrigue. 
To gain the ſuffrage of this poliſh'd age, 
We bring, to-night, a ſtranger on the ſtage : 
His fire De Vega; we confeſs this truth, 
Left you miſtake him for a Britiſh youth. 
Severe the cenſure on my feeble pen, 
914 Neglecting manners, that ſhe copies men: ; 
| by. 1 Thus, if I hum or ha, or name report, 
th 3 "Tis Serjeant Sp/itcau/e from the inns of conrt : 
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If, at the age that ladies ceaſe to dance, | 4 
To romp at Ranelagh, or read romance, dh 
I draw a dowager inclin'd to man, 

Or paint her rage for China or Japan, 

The true original is quickly known, 

And Lady Spuab proclaim'd throughout the rg . 

But, in the following groupe, let no man dare 

To claim à limb, nay, not a ſingle hair 8 

What gallant Briton can he ſuch a ſo· t. 
To onn.the child a hf nan: _ 
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DOCTOR, SQUINTUM. 
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N. EAR the mad Wande of 1 Moorſields PU bal; ; 
Friends, fathers, mothers, ſiſters, ſons and all, 

Shut up your ſhops, and liſten to my call. 

With labour, toil, all ſecond means diſpenſe, 

And live a rent-charge upon Providence. 

Prick up your ears; a ſtory now I'll tell, 
Which once a widow and her child befell, 
I knew the mother and her daughter well : 
Poor, it is true, they were, but never wanted ; 
For whatſoe'er they aſk'd was always granted. 
One fatal day the matron's truth was try'd, 
She wanted meat and drink, and faintly cry'd : 
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| Child. Mother, you cry 


3 33 


Mother. i Ok, child! Pre got no bread.” £4 i) 

Child. What matters that? Why, Providence a n't dead? 
With reaſon good this child the truth might ſay arrive if) 
For there came in at noon that very day, . 22 41h 


Bread, greens, potatoes, and a leg of mutton, via hat 
A better ſure'a\ table ne'er was: put on: 2 Hot ag of i lu 
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Ay, that mir by, waht bes: auler * 
But we ne'er had: a A her for the coals. lber Ms” * 
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And d' ye deſerve it? Ho d ye ſpend your days? 8 60 
In paſtimes, prodigality and plays! 

Let's go ſee Foote ] Oh, Foott's a precious limb ! 
Old Nick will ſoon a foot-ball make of him ! 

For foremoſt rows in fide-boxes you ſhove, -: 
Think you to meet with fide-boxes above? 
Where giggling girls and powder'd fops may fit? 
No, you will all be cramm'd into the pit, 
And crowd the houſe for Satan's benefit —— - . 
Oh! what, you ſnivel Well, do ſo no more : 
Drop, to atone, your money at the door, 


And—if I pleaſe—Tll give it to the poor. 
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Poor hopes, that way, to part with »y Muſeum ! © * 


May tempt, perhaps, the tardy town to buy: 14 ON 5 
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F. OR Wit's keen fatire, nt this 192 1 5 ſtage, .. * 
What theme ſo fruitful as a ee — ie 5 - 8 7 
For not confin'd to con 
The head is near as ; empty as the purſe, . „ 
Equally ſunk, our credit and our Wit, ers al = a | 5 (x 
Nor is the ſage more ſolvent than, the eit: 33 

All theſe but Polt, ere thus abroad we roam, 
Were it not prudent fieſt to look at home 3 

You, gentle Sirs, have giv'n me credit lon 8. 
And took my word for many an idle ſong; 

But if, exhauſted, I give notes, to-day, 


For wit and humour, which I cannot pay, E 


L 


1 muſt turn bankrupt too, and hop. away; 


Unleſs, indeed, I modeſtly apply, 
For leave to ſell my works—by lottery ;* b 
Tho' few will favour where' s no caſh to fee? em; 


My old friend Siri, indeed, may lend his ad. 
And ſell by auction all my ſtock in trade; 
His placid features, and imploring eye, | 


His winning manner, and his ſoft addreſs, 
To other ſales of mine have giv'n ſucceſs; + 


* Alluding to cor 5 Muſzum, diſpoſed of piece-med by 3 parlia- 


nent lottery, 
But, 
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But, bes all, my Son d ui kriende, Bet 
On you alone my fare” this night depends. | 
Tue fought ſome battles, gain'd ſome netic ah 45, 
And little thought a culprit to apparr 
Before this houſez- hut if ri d you -go - 
de guilty. to impke mio fo, 8 
To grant me either wit, nor tale, not gag, 5, 4 

Vain were my plea, and uſeleſs my tate bes: $012 109 
But ſtill I need not ſteal, 1 Will not beg Bi 
'Tho' I've a paſſport in this woode leg; oc r 
But to my cot contentedly retire, © i ee 440i FIRM 
And ſtew my cabbage by my only fire.” Fo 155 H 
Mean time; great Sirs, my ſentence yet unknown, 1 


Een as your jullice, be your candour fhown ; 2 1 
And when you t j c ira kondur, dot yy forget* 22 
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HIS night v we e add: . 8 to our 12 ] io 
Who never were as heroes ſeen. before; 2270 JU Hal heh 
No bluſt' ring Romans, Trojans, Greeks, ſhall rage, .. 9975 
No knights, arm'd- cap- a- hic, ſhall croud our tags 3 12520 | 
Nor ſhall our ente Edward, take the n ot 

Oppoſing ſword to ford. and ſhield to feld. 9; i 
With other inſtruments our troop appears; ky: 1 8 
Needles to thimbles ſhall, and ſhears to ſhears ; A 
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With 8 gorgets, and in buckram — 
Cold-blooded taylors are to heroes warm d. 
And, flip-ſhod, flide to war- No lions“ glare, 

No eye · balls, flaſhing fire, ſhall make you flare 3 
Exch outfide' mall belie che Auf: 42 ee 
A Roman 1pirit-1 in cach taylor 8 lein . $416. I t 
A taylor legg d Pompey, Caſfus, ſhall you * bp 
And the ninth part, of- Brutus ſtrut. ij in me ! N 5 3 3 EN 
What though ng. words“ we draw, no d d: I 
Yet can our warriors 3 quietus makes | 1 l 
With a bare bodkin.— Now, be d umb, ye | 5 
And never, but in honour, call out _ . Mo NY C th, 
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But theſe are herdes tragic, you will UF. 1 : 


Oh, very tragic ! and Til tell you why —— 2525 I 
Should female artifis with the male combine » 2 3 1 l 
And naita_/lkeri' With the 20 ler jut: | 
Should all, t60'Proud' to work, their ah re 2 75 
Nor to be ſootl'd again by fixpence more, 2 b e ; 5 
What horrors would enſue Fir; you, ye beaps, 
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At once loſe all exiſtence with your cloaths! il 


And you, ye fair, where would be your defence 7 


This is no golden age of innocence?!” | 3 


Such drunken Bacchπ the 
And no police to guard the naked ſtreet 75 


Beauty is weak, and geben bad and 0 e 


Oh, then but modeſty reſſrains my * : 
May this night's bard a Kilful taylor be, en $104 
And like a well-made coat his tragedy, Inn 
Though cloſe, yet ealy ; decent, but not dull; ] 
Short, but not e ; without buckram, fall. 
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IN former times there maT d, one e Ariſtotle, 5 ts 
Who, as the ſong fays, lov'd, like me, his bottle,” 


1125 * 1 19 14 N 5 


(An't yout ſurpris'd | to hear the learned Shuter IJ, 
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But let that reſt—a new. tale III adya ce, 3 

A tale ? — no, truth!  mun—P'm | juſt come. from France, 
From Paris I came; ; 3. why 1 1 went there, no matter; ä 
Pm glad that once more Im on this ſide the water; * 
*Twas to win a large wager that hurry'd me over; 5 
But I wiſh'd to be off when I came down to Dover. | 
To ſwallow ſea-water the doctors will tell ye, 


But the fight of ſuch water at once fill'd my bell; 


Co 


They who chooſe it for phyſic may drink of the ps. 
But only to think on 't. is phyſic for me. 


When I firſt went on board, Lord! | T heard ſuch a 
racquet, 5 
Such babbling and bauabbling, ore and, aft 5 \thron 
- hs pacquet; EM 
The paſſengers bawlng, the 42505 e 45 
The ſhip along daſhing, the winds aloft blowing 77 


Some lick and ſome ſwearing, ſome ſinging, ſome thrieking, 


Sails hoiſting, blocks DS 8, the yards and booms [int 


king; | | | 
© 2 1 | So 
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Stop the” 8 the carbs — ä E 


Took their chawa, nnen and en 
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we made Calais . eee 1 on e aut 
And I trod on French ground, where I ne'ertrod before. 
The ſcene was quite changd, twas no more yo, vo-hog 
With damme Jack, yes, boy or damme Tom, no! 


"Twas quireorher thing, man, tuas all complaiſance3”" | 


With cringes'ahd ſcrapes we were welcom'd-to Fans 
Ab, Monſeer Angloy !/-=«they cry'd---be 0 on —— 1 
Tres umble ſermant, Sir, we glad to ſte you. 1 2 l 
I ne'er met ſuch figures be fore in my n 


They flock'd rougg my carcaſe like flies in the ſhambles ; * 


To be crowded among them at firſt I was loth, 
For fear they ſhould ſeize me and ſouſe me for broth. 
At laſt, tho', they call'd me my Lor Angleterre, 
(Lord, had you then ſeen” but my ſtrut and my ſtare !) 
Wee, wee, I cry'd, wee then and put on a ſword ; 
$0 at once Neddy Shuter turn'd into a lord. 7 7 
| expected at France all the world and his wife, 
But I never: was baulk'd ſo before iu my life 
I ſhould ſee wonders there, I was told by Mae; 
$0 I did, I ſaw; things there were wonderful queer; 
Queer ſtreets and queer houſes; with people much queerer, 
Each one was a talker, but no one a banker, n ed 1oT 

I ſoon had enough of their pallovonſecy, ::; 0 
It's a fine phraſe to ſome folks, but ets 10 me: 
All folks there are dreſs'd ina toyſhop like ſhow-w ,., 
A hodge- podging habity*twixt fidler and beau »i 12 
Such hats, and ſuch heads too, ſuch coats arid ſuch ee e 


Fs. fold me dome hafter but found the ſfuirts.o 
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en eee gullowof'b 
For a flice of roaſt beef how my mind was agog! 
But for beef they p 2 A me a fricaſee'd' frog: ne 45 * 
Out of window I toſc'd it, it wa'n't fit to eat 
Then down ſtairs I zumpꝰd, and ran into the ſtroet. 
"Twas not their palaver could make me determine l 
To ſtay where I found t was taſte to eat verminn i 
Ae France * ne, 4 ee Mond . 
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HH. APPY. my Muſe, had. the firſt turn'd her art, 245 
From humour's'dang'rous path, to touch th heats a6! 
They, who, in all the bluſter of blank were: 55) iii? 
The mournful tales of love and war rehearſe, G 
AF ſure the eritics cenſure to eſcape ; gp 305 235510 2 
You hiſs not heroes now, you only- —gaPe.: 110 gs 
Nor (rangers quite to heroes, kings, and queens 

Dare ou intrude your judgment on their ſcenes.. 
A different lot the Comic Muſe attends, 1 515m 3410! Fg 
She is oblig'd:to treat you with your friend: 
Muſt ſeareh the court, the forum, and the vity 3.5 il Aa 


Mark ont aue dull, the gallant, and en bi 51001 6111 
1 . 


7 RO F an SE 
youths wild profuſion} th' avarice of age 2 
Nay, bring the pit itſelf upon the ſtage. eh 
Firſt, to the bar ſhe turns her various face 
Hem ! my Lord I am council in this caſe ſeas 
And if ſo be your Lordfhip ſhould think ft, 
Why, to be ſure, my client muſt ſubmit : 2 3 
For why, becauſe —theli off ſhe trips again, 3 174 
And to the ſons of commeree An thnnd's 2 * 
There, whilſt the-griping fire, with moping:ear, 1853191 
Defrauds the world himfelf;- enrich ee 28 110 447 
The pious boy, his father's toil rewarding,” HET e 1901 
For thouſands, throws a main at Covent Grit. 
Theſe are the portraits we're oblig'd to ſhow; 1 15 
You all are judges if they're like or nog nat 
Here ſhould we fail, ſome other ſhape we'll 1 Db 
And grace our future ſcenes with novelty,” oof 
] have a plan to treat you with burletta,” 1 ” e 
That cannot miſs your taſte, Mis 22 ee ne 
But ſhould the following piece your mirth excite, + U 
From nature's volume wellperfiſt to write, * | 
Your partial favour bade i us firſt proceed; * W 8 2275 
Then ſpare 1 th x dffender, Bnce yu urg'd the TTY . 
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UE. their taſk, who, in this.cfi cfitic age, ar a] 
wih freſh materials furniſh out the ſtage! —_ 03 Te 
5 Not that our fathers drain'd: the comic ſtorem 
Freſh characters ſpring e. 644 ben 
Nature with novelty does ſtill abound; 
On every ſide freſh; follies may be foubd. ron 
But then the taſte of every gueſt to hit, ” \ 4 
To pleaſe at once, the gallery; box, and pit, ; 216 He 1 
Requires, at leaſt—no common ſhare of wit. cali vb 

Thoſe who adorn the orb of higher life, 1135 59899 | bk 
Demand the lively rake, or.modiſh wife, +4 
1 Whilſt they who in a lower circle more, mr) vo >» 7 
4 * Yawn at their wit, and ſlumber at their . t tl 
4 * light low mirth employs the comic ſcene, 6 2 05 a | 
_ Such mirth as drives from vulgar minds the ſpleen * — 
BE The poliſh'd critic damns the wretched ſtuff, | 
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Fay! 
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And cries—& *Twill pleaſe the g. gall'ries well enou ich. 9 

Such jarring judgments who can reconcile ? Eq 

Since fops will frown, where humble traders ſmile, 
To daſh the poet's ineffectual claim, 

And quench his thirſt for univerſal fame, 

= The Grecian fabuliſt, in moral lay, 

1 Has thus addreſs'd the writers of his day. 

Once on a time, a ſon and ſire, we're told, 

The ſtripling tender, and the father old, 1 
TTY | | Purchas'd 
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Purchas'd a Aa at a bn 
To eaſe their limbs, and hawk about cel ware 3 p 
But as the ſliggith animal Sus beik, 

They fear'd, if both ſhould . his back would break 
Up gets the boy, the father leads the 


Inn 


And through the gazing 'crond attempts to pate . 


Forth from the throng the grey-beards hobble > 01 el 1 
And hail the cavaleade With Keble Hout, N 


« This the reſpett to reveteid age you "wide! . 
« And this the duty yo U to parents ow &? 127007 cd bathe 
He beath the hoof, and you are ſet aſtr 
* Sirrah, get. down, 120 145 your father ride. 
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\s Grecian lads are ſeldom Fm of grace, "al 
ie decent, duteons youth, relign'd his pl, 
nen a freſh murmur” through the fabble ran, 
Boys, girls, wives, widows, all attack the f. 
* Sure never was brute beaſt fo void of aikighs Y 
# Have you no pity for the pretty creature ? 
Jo your own baby. can you be unkind 4 
Here — Sue, Bill, Berg. put the child behind." 
Old Dapple next the clowns”. compaſſion claim'd 
' 'Tis wonderment them boobies ben't aſham'd 
© Two at a time upon the poor dumb beaſt ! 8 : 
© They might as well have carry'd him, at leaſt,” — 
he pair, ſtill pliant to the partial voice, 3 ; 


Pimount, and bear the aſs—then, what a noiſe ! — 


uzzas, loud laughs, low gibe, and bitter joke, | 
rom the yet filent fire, theſe words provoke : — 


Froceed, my boy, nor heed their farther call; 
Vain his attempts, who ſtrives to pleaſe ther! all,” 
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Zince, in this ſpot, «; 
For frugal Nature, with an equal hand, „ 


Bos and bon mots, fibs, falbions, latery, : 


Shrewd, ſubtle, ſneering, ſolemn, Tow, and fly * 
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Urg d by your ſmiles e various malte te n 


The Muſe now brings her motley cargo PIP be : . v1 
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Beſtows peculiar, gifts on ev'ry land: 1 
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To France ſhe gave the rapid repartee, 


. 


Shrugs, grins, grimace, and ſportive gaiety. i 
Arm'd with the whole artillery of love, © _ 
Latium's ſoft ſons poſſeſs the powers to move: : 1 
Humour, the foremoſt of the feſtive crew, a= : % WE 
Source of the comic ſcene —ſhe. gave to you. . Z M * 


Humour, with arched brow and leering eye, 5 Gas 


rr 83 ' 


Serious herſelf, yet laughter till provoking, 


By tickling, teazing, gibeing, jeering, joking. 8 
Impartial gift, that owns nor rank nor birth, 
'Tis theirs who rule the realm, or till the earth; 
- Theirs who 3 in ſenates wage the wordy war, 5 wi 5 - 


And theirs whoſe humbler lot condudts the cars 4 Wo 
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* Mr. Foote*s firſt appearances 60 performer, * in eee, 
 Smock-alley, 3 5 LD „„ ; | 3 4 £16458 
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if aught deriv'd from her adorns my ſtrain, _ 
ou gave at leaſt, diſcover'd firſt the win. 
If wide experience, or matuting age 
Have brought or mirth or moral to the age, 
$ you, the patrons of the wilder ſong, 
he chaſter notes in Juſtice muſt belong; 3 
ut ſhould infirmity with time conſpire, 
My force to weaken, or abate my ys. 
eſs entertainment may ariſe to you 1455 
But to myſelf leſs danger will enſue. © - - ” =y | 
f age contracts my muſeles, ſnrills my H 
o man will claim thoſe foibles as his own; | 
or when I halt, or hobble through the ws 
alice point out what citizen I mean 3 
o foe I fear more than a legal fury, 
aleſs I gain this circle and, Jury. 19 5 
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* The Minor was firſt | ide in Sasa 

+ It is obvious, that in this place an — a" ns Foote's old | 
friend, Alderman Faulkner, was introduced. . 

t Alluding to the partial behaviour of one e an 140 
judge, who made bimſelf a party in the cauſe between Faulkner and 
Foote, and ſeems, from conſtitutional and habitual cruelty, better fit- - 
ted for executing, than PR the law. | 
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Fa ROM ing fretting, 1 Monleur and Signior, 199009 i 
And all the dangers of th Ualian lands a ata. lend 
From ſqueaking monarchs, and chromatie queen, 
And Metaſtaſio's mix d and mangled ſcenes, [ira e Of 


Where Faſhion, and, not F Flag bears r fra, 888 
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1 come.— All hail the — . earth, 33 1 3 2 
Whoſe bounteous boſom gave our Shake oſdea Fre b birth 1a Fa 
Gave that great maſter of the ſeenic art, 

To feed the fancy, and cotrect the heart; 

To check th', unruly paſſions? wild career, 

And draw from Pity's eye the tender tear; 


Of Folly's ſons to explore the ample train, 


The ſot, the py orion and the ne 
Hypocrify to drag from her diſguiſe, 

And Affectation * through all ker lie: 

Such was your bard. Who then can doom the age, 
The worthleſs fav'rite of an idle age; #13 

Or judge, that pleaſure, with inſtruction join d, 

Can ſoil the manners, or corrupt the mind? 


Far other thoughts your generous breaſts inſpire, 


Touch'd with a ſpark of true Promethean fire; 


* Shakeſpeare was born in Warwick ſhire, 
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That the ſame paryats gave thoſe Siſters hieths „ iis 914 

exeepii FOR ce you dard deſpiſe, 6! THAW 10 

˖ 1d bade this dle $0,the Muſes riſe. iin We © 2071 

Oh, that m tongue could utter all blo » oY, of | 

Or that my powers: were equal to ity zeal.) & enn — 

| Plac'd by your-fayour, not by right divine, T 407 ee f 
Th' unworthy high-prie& of the ſacted nine, 
No tainted incenſe ſhauld Salas thejs r, 

Nor ought be offer'd to the public:. : TIE ae, 100 

But what was Wir them-ranibulonthy yaw" 1 0T 
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© N trifling - works of fancy, wits wre, 
That nothing tickles like a ſimile:- ... 
do then, by way of tuning you to laughter, . 
(With which, we hope, you'll tickle n 3 
New from our. Attic tore · houſe we produce 15 pe F 
A couple, ſpick and ſpan, for preſent: uſe... b nids vid 
For Attic writers are, like watchmen, meant n 
To knock down Vice; few anſwer the intent! 5 1g & 
Both ſhould be quick to fee, and ſeize their game; 
But ſometimes both are blind, and ſometimes lame; 
And thus cry, Stand! while they themſelves are reeling ; 
Here 1 Stop thieves! when they themſelves are ſtealing. 
MY When 
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Are all our cotnic writers quite zwake ß; 
Or, what is worſe, in Which you ſtill ccme near them, 
For you are more than half 'aſleep,” who hear 1 
man, here e e ee pe” 
On many a vice and folly laid my Kind j-2 04 01s 45d 
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 *T'was you cry'd-watch J limp'dat. your eoinmand,” 5 
Let me, like other warchmzn; blaze the _ e 
And take the privilege to knock ſometimes; Word 
Or, with your frowns, now force me, in a e, 1 
To cry, Paſt ſeren o'clock—a cloudy night? + 

But with your patience not to make too free, 
We change the ſubject, and the fimile. 
To chaſe a ſmuggling veſſel, full in fight, | 
We've launch'd a thres ae cutter; and this night, 


With your affiſtance, we will make the for,, 
Sink, or ſubmit—to Captain . OY 
But you, ye critics, fall not foul of me: 
If once I fink, I founder in the ſea : 

In this condition, can I ſwim to ſhore 5 

I'm cork, tis true; but then I want an bar * 
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Beſides, "tis dangerous, 1 find, was” OO 
Myſelf and ſhip in brine, twelve fathom deep! vs 
My chin I'd rather above water keep. 1 85 


Oft you have ſavd my little bark from finking; "2 
Jam * fſh—keep me Trey water drinking. 
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| Butchers and meal · men, brewers, agents, factors, noe 581 
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Tas cen eren, 6 oak H 
much admire the title of his play: on 51 5 "oY 
Contracts, they ell we, pk been kant with ed. 20 
Since Fauſfus ſign d his contract with the Devil. EN 
Yet, ſpite of Satan, all men wiſh to make em 
Tho' nineteen out of twenty love to break em. 
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Pimps, poets, placemen, managers, and actors, 

bands, bankrupt, bookſellers, are all amade. 

Then die, and go- where Fauſtus went — 

Whilſt thus o'er all we ſee th' infection ſpread, 

No wonder it ſhould taint the marriage · bed: 

Each wife forgets, each huſband breaks his vow ; ; 

For what are contracts? What is wedlock now? 

Garrick, who long was marryd to the — 

At length, a faſhionable huſband grown, 

Forſakes his ſpouſe, baſe man! for, truth to tell, 

She lov'd her own dear Day wond'rous well; 8 5 F F 

Tho' now he flights her, breaks from her by force, 

And nought will ſerye him but a full ear $105 ertters 

But be the fault in women or in men, = = | 

Thanks td our laws! they all fwd gain. ie 
N 4 | is ” 
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Her faithleſs rh gone, the lady's bus... 4 

5 chuſe another, and may ſmile— on me ; 25 

11 To the Lame Lower may refign her PERS... 

And, tho' a cripple, takt me to ber arms. ?: 

JI promiſe to bo con an, king, polite, * . 
And pay my duty every other night : 1 

My dear ld Hb never will abandoen, n 

But ſtand by her, whilſt I've one leg to 1 on: 5 

Pl make a ſolepn cnusnad, play or pax. 

And hope ve ſhall not: -part; this many a day. at 2 80 1 

Our brother ſeribbler too, I greatly fear, 280 

Has made a fodliſh kind of eontract e ft l ie 

He promiſea and ten to ons you're 1 8 wh % oth el 

To furniſh, fable, ſentiment, andawit 55 ent e 
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By e ſeen his piece; the man appeal's t to me, An 20200 
Fa And I, as Chancellor, iſſued tty"Yeereey'”! 154 e 
| . 5 f 1 has paſy'd the feals, they” re going to rehearſe It + — 


3 


a 4? 


| But you're tlic Boge Fr Teer. 0 


— 
5 u 
2 * 


. 
*., 4 —- 1 — 
rr 
a — 
Y - 22 
2 


— 

* 
wn © 
* 

Ts 
LY 
* 
* 
» 
[ 


4:50 tg wel] 
22e. . 


cc 
— — 272 
. 


29 
_ 
* 


* ; 1 * « f * 
0 2 > 7 L 1 u 5 * — 1 7 44 Fe, 
# 4 : 4 4 4 1 14 22 * 1 


_ 0 M 4 
„ 7 1. 744 N.. 


* 84 q 5 \ \ ? 
L * age ©. $ % 1＋ 2 7 * „ 8 4 R : . , , : * 1 * 
1 ; 303 375 SE 


3 7 Þ 3 


£ 8 - PROLOGUE, To, % ana orw tree? 


. 1 : 4 


| 3 ee ep Ale 1 M. . 2A 
\ ALTERED FROM vravivien AND OY Ache 


* i 3 * 
. 1 * 7 * bu 82 1 4} [4 . 99 * eo! #A 
Tick Ip THT OAO7 p60 $899 3800 T57 IF FO; 


HILE modern tragedy, by rule ents aff wv 011 
Spins out a thin-wrought fable, act 3 4 uο,ẽ bat 
We dare to bring you onerof theſe bold plays, 


Wrote by rough Egliſb Mita, in for armer days , »; 2A 
4 | 1 Banger 
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A haſh from Grad and France, came e Modern x) 7% 
| Cold are her ſons; and 10 afraid of dealing . 


or when Pbilaſter Ha 
Or Beſſus walk'd ti 


Their fouls, well pair'd, ſhot fre in mingled Ae. 7 


Their hands together twin'd the ſocial bays, 

Till faſhion drove, in a refining age, . 

virtue from court, and Nature from the ſtage; 5 | 
Then nonſenſe, in heroics, zem'd ſublime,. ... . - 
Kings rav'd in couplets, and maids figh'd in rhime. | ] 
Next, prim and trim, and delicate and chaſte, _ 1 
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In rant and fuſtian, they veer riſe to feeling. W GN ay 4 | 
Oh! ſay, ye bards of phlegm, ſay, where's the n name, 5 
That can with Pletcher urge a rival claim "MP 4 1 
Say, where's the poet, train'd! in pedant fc ſc hoot, 4 
Equal to Shakeſpeare, who ber leap'd all rules? 
Thus of our bits we boldly ſpeak our mind; 35 
A harder taſk, alas! remit beflin de. 
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To- night, as yet by public eyes unſeen, | . 5 wi = | 
A raw, unpractis'd novice fills the ſcene ;* * 
Bred in the city, his theatric ſtar N 1 
Brings him at length on this fide Temple- ber; n 
Smit with the Mule, the ledger he for gott. 

And when he wrote his name, Be made a blot. Nr Army ol 

Him while perplexin g hopes and fears embarraſs, * . 
Skulking, like Hamers rut, behind the cir EEE 
Me a dramatie fellou feeling draws,” 
Without a fee, to plead a'brother's . >: = BE EO 
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— Mr. powell. 
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Ride the great horſe, and play upon the fiddle. 5 916 
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A female prologue may prepare the TY. i 


Among the chronicles of modern fame, n b 
Who has not read of gentle France? name? 


Henry and Frances“ a fond loving. pair, N 
Whoſe ſoft epiſtles ill amuſe the fair. 


Some nights ago, our couple, all alone, 


A fire: ſide te-d-tfte—trus  Darly and * 
Frances, ſaid Henry, give up writing; 


And men alone, ſhould dare to wield the: pen. 

Your ſex of late all decency confounds, 

And breaks 'twixt us and them the modeſt bounda, 
Whether from paſſion, love of pow'r, or . 
Women, we ſee, all love to wear the breeches, | 

At ſea ſome madcaps enter volunteers, 5 

Some in the army liſt as grenadiers : W 
Others write hiſt? ry's, ſtate intrigues e £m 
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Gently, cries Frances: truce with your eee 1211 
And mark which ſex on t'other moſt encroaches. 
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| oft | Wy coxeom s, full of mide puncto, 
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All paſte, pomatum, en and pulvilio, 
With huge boyquets, like beau-pors, daily 8⁰, | 


Trick'd out, like dolls, to pace in Rotten-row, 
Thus flies the morning; and, the day to OPT + 
To guinx- ind Faro ey'ry. fop fits down. 
Each coat ſo trim, leſt any ſpeck fall on "I 
An apron guards—each forehead a ſtray bonnet ; 9 vo. v 
Nay, leſt rouleaps themſclves ſhould ſoil their rules, 
A muffatee each pretty maſter muess. 2 uk 0 
Women in vain to keep their place have ſtriven; . bent 
From ev'ry trade, from each profeſſion driven. 
Men · mid wives ſwarm, men mantuas make, make ſtays, : 
Dreſs hair, dreſs meat; let women, then, write plays! 
While narrow. prejudice deform'd: the „ 75 7 
No actreſs play'd, no female trod the ſtage; ; bed 
Some ſmooth unrazor'd youth for. Juliet rad, FI 
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And kings fat waiting till the queen was ſhay'd ; 


But, women once brought forward on the ſcene, _ 


By men, like Eve, were lik'd as ſoon as ſeen. 


Let females, then, compoſe, as well as play, 3 > 
And ſtrive to pleaſe you in the nobleſt way : 3 j 
No ſulky critic, to the playhouſe RE: 7+. 
Whom modern comedy proyokes to yawn, 

But marks of authors paſt the valu'd file, 6. 

And owns Centlivre tempted bim to ſmile. 5 

Why may not ladies, too, in future plays, 5 

Strike a Bold Stroke, and, anxious for the bays, 

New Buſy Bodies form, new Wonders raiſe ? _ - 
Thus Frances ſpoke, and bid her dear good night ; Ko 
And . own'd his wife was in the right. 
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JEREVE] commerce : ſpreads the  frelling ; fail, 2 
Letters ind arts attend the proſperous gale : 5 of 4 3 
When Cæſar firſt theſe regions didexploce, pe: 2 92 
And north ward his triumphant eagles b —— = 
Rude were Britannia's ſons—a hardy ee, ee 
Their faith idolatry, their life the chaſe,” we 

But ſoon as traffic fix d her ſocial reign, ao en 
Join'd pole to pole, and nations to the nin, 

Each art and ſcience followed in her train. 

Auguſta then her pomp at large 1 

The ſeat of majeſty, the mart of trade: 

The Britiſh Muſe unveil'd her awful mien, 5 25 
And Shakeſpeare, Touſen, A letcher, grac'd the ſcene. 
Long too has Merſey roll'd her golden t ide, COT, 

And ſeen proud veſſels in her harbours ride: e 
Oft on her banks the Muſeꝰ 8 Tons -would foam, 2 
And wiſh'd to ſettle there a certain home; 15 1 
Condemn'd, alas ! to hawk unlicens'd bays, 


Contraband mummeries, and ſmuggled plays! 85 
Your foſt'ri ring care, at length, reliev'd their woes; 
Under your auſpices this Haple roſe. . 
Hence made free merchants of the letter'd 

Boldly * Nucl with fails bald,, 
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| To Greece and Ro T in; Italy; and . 2 505 


we trade for play and opera, ſong and dance, || wor) Le 
peace to his ſhade, who firſt purſa'd the plan x 


You lov'd the actor, and you: lov!d:the- e p 2” aA #4 
True to himſelf, to all mankind a friend, 184.1 150-80 © 
By honeſt means he gain d each honeſt r * on lis 
You, like kind patrons, ho his wiſhes knew, 
prompt to applaud, and to reward them too 
Crown'd his laſt moments with U 7 
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by HE wi 60 cuſtom i is the law of fool — Wha: 
15 . And yet the wiſe are govern'd. by her rules. - 2 Ot tc : B91 


Why ſhould: nen only prologue all our * e of T 
Gentlemen-uſhers to each modern 3 Pi A 94) 15 non e318 
Why are the fair to epilogues confin'd, '- 6% A 
Whoſe tongues are loud, and gen' ral as ako wind? 2 
Mark how in real life each ſex is claſs' dd? 4 9} eee, 
Woman has here the firff word and the 46. Fe e 


i Boaſt not your gallant deeds, romantic men 15 | ou APR 
TIT To night, a female Quixote draws the pen. A bs 


md by the Comic Mule; theſe liſts ſhe enter, 

8 ; Aud allies forth—in queſt of ſtrange adventures? 

Vor, open war, gainſt recreant knights declares, 
Nor giant-vice nor windmill-folly ſpares: ES]. 
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* Mr, Gibſon, of Covent - Garden theatre, „ 
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+ with' obtain de ft ferent K-53 5 
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 Side-ſaddles. Pegaſus, and courts Apella, ft hos 22930 x 
While I (you ſec) her female Sancho, follow. 


Ye that 1 in this enchanted 'caſtie fit, E ect 16. OT. ss 5 0 


Dames, ſquires, and dark magicians of the pit, 1 5 1 


Smile on our fair knight-errantry; to · dar, 
And raiſe no ſpells to/blaſta female pla. x 


Oft has our author, upon other ground. Mil 160 
Courted your ſmiles, and oft indulgence found... — 2 
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Read in the cloſet, you approv'd her page Fi 15 1 


Yet ſtill ſhe dreads the perils of the ſtage. ©. 
Reader with writer due proportion: keeps, . Fo 
And if the poet nods, the critic ſleeps: // ONE 
If lethargied by dulneſs here you fit, 1 
Sonorous catcalls rouſe the fleeping pit. 1 
PlükKac'd at the threſhold of the weather-houſe, . 


There ſtands a paſteboard huſband and his ſpouſe, _ 
Each doom'd to mark the changes of the weather; 
Hut ſtill - true man and wife !!—ne'er ſeen together. 
When low' ring clouds the face of heav'n deform, 
The muffled huſband ſtands, and braws the ſtorm ; 

But when the fury of the tempeſt's done, 

Break out at once the lady andthe fun. 

Thus oft has man, in cuſtom's beaten track, 

Come forth, a doleful prologue, all in black ! 

Gloomy prognoſtic of the bard's diſgrace, | 
With omens of foul weather in his face. 2007 Gs 
Trick'd out in ſilk and ſmiles let me appear, Nic 
And fix, as fign of peace, the rainbow here : 
Raiſe your compaſſion and your mirth together, 
And prove, to-day, an emblem of fair weather! 
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F. RESH from the ſchools, behold an 1 
No dupe to ſcience, no. dull ſlave of art: 


As to our 'drefs—faith, ladies, to fay "a | 12208 5 
It is a little aukward, and uncouth'; $4 2 ah 1 
No ſword, cockade, to lure you to our 5 — . TE i + ha 


But then this hairy taſſel has its charms.” „ 
What mortal Oxford laundreſs can withitand © 6 : "0 
This, and the graces of a well-ftarch'd baud? 15 
In this array, our ſpark, with winning air, 
Boldly accofts the frot h- compelling fair, I 
Faſt by the tub, with folded arms, he lande, dh a. 
And ſees his ſurplice whiten in her hands ; OI 
And as ſhe dives into the ſoapy. floods, 
Wiſhes almoſt—hiinſelf were in the ſi ids. . 11195 
Sometimes the car he drives impetuous on, ie 
Cut, laſh, and Maſh, a very Phaeton n 
Swift as the fiery courſers of the ſun n 
Up hill and down, his raw-bon'd hacknies run, 
Leaving, with heat half dead, and duſt half blind, 
Turnpikes and bawling hoſts unpaid behind. 
You think, perhaps, we read - perhaps we may, 
The news, a pamphlet, or the laſt new play; 
But for the ſcribblers of th* Auguſtan age, 
Horace, and ſuch queer mortals—not a page; 
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| There ſhall I enter next, fans cap and gon. Miu 
And play my part on this great tage, the town. _ Tp t ch. 
r and ee, ran. But 
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That every comedy be juſt five acts. 2 
Hence parent dulneſs, the vain title Na als _—_— 


Shall run, like men and women, upon two. 


Soft ye—a word or two, before I go: | 
Our piece is call'd a comedy, vou know ; q 


F $35.1 4 TY 


— | . * — 
A two-a& comedy l. hough Rome enafts, en ea} bak 


98 — villb! = 


For ſqualling, dancing monſters, on five 3 9 095 
The bantling of to- night, if rear d by ou 


— 


- 


BIRT x 
331850}, Teh 
; 


* 2 — * 
* — G Fg K * 2 5 
4 4 * 2 44 * * 
a 4. 


* : 1 2 12 * 
$f 6 = R a 
fd . = i % 


Senn n e e 
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Doom'd to hear all-that would-be eritics t tal 5 . 
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WIN frighted poets 3 the town a play, 
Some bold or gentle prologue leads the way: 
But when new players their weak powers engages 


| and riſk their future fortune on the ſtage, | 
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To ſilence cenſure, o or beſpeak ar 1 1000 <7! 


Authors too, cautious to direct 
Make empty echoes of b "DUDNIC a6; 3 8 780 art cog 
With leſs poetic fire that 1 phlegm, be lt 1 
' Praiſe as you praiſe, and blame as gages) 811 
Actors as actors feel ; "atid fe- 10 ard, vga 


But well . $108 AR rſt;; 3 2 
When ſudden tumult ſhook che lab'ring ee at" 


With hope and fear * ame at once pole, „ 
When the big tear ſtood tremblir hig in the eye, - 
And the breath firuggled with Fs xiſin — 
To-night, a trembling Flies fills the ſcenes, . 10 
Fearful as young, and e e 
Cold icy feagꝶ like an untimely froſt, a TH 4 af; = 25 
Lies on her mind; and all her pow! 'rs are lot, 1 
Tis yours alone to diffpate her fears, | 8 | 
Jo calm her troubled ſoul, and dry her tears. . 
But by the cank' ring eaſt, the infant roſe 1 Ws 
Its full-blown honours never can diſcloſes 8 
Oh, may no envious blaſt, no critic blight, 
Fall on the tender plant we rearg to: night ? 
So ſhall it thrive ; and, in ſome genial hour, 45 
The openin 8 bud may proye a beauteous flower. PET 
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rick of yourli went on; 
And thus, uncwü d, "ris 1 thrown upon the tun. 8 
At our director's door he lays the fn, 
Who ſees the babe, relents, and tages it in 
To ſwathe and Ureſs it, firſt unſtrin ge his purſe, 
Then kindly puts it out to you—to nurſe, 


Should ſome young. counſel, through his luckleſs ſtar, 
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By writing plays, turn truant to the bar,; 

Call'd up by you to this high eourt of wit, 

With aon inventus we return the writ. | 

No latitat can force him to appear, POLES 
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1 And yet J will tell it s well ac Fm ahl. oy | 


0 LM Ame 


such a of fire ladies; fatengtien rl Gaglatios.ar 10 1 
Such firing of loud patereroes; D e NN 
To tell it in London muſt ſeem all a fable? 


Firſt, ſomething, in lingo ofſehoplag;eall'd ande;.. 2 271 
All critics, they told me, allow'd 2 good: 
One ſaid - you maꝶ take it fon truth, I aſſure. * 
Twas made by the littie great mas of, l Drury, T 
by my brother Mertis (far whoſe fake, d'ye hear); 
This night Fd a mind for a touch, at | 
But, honeſtly ſpeaking, I-take-magte. delight ; W od} 
[4 bit of ge than drums, trumpecs, and dates, 
The proceſſion, t. twas ſaid, would have been. a fine. train, 


But could not move forward Ol, dal for the rain. 
duch tragical comical folks, and ſe je = _ -: 
What pity it was that the ſun did not ine? 


Since ladies and baronets, aldermen, "quires, 

All went to this jubilee full of defires, = 
In crowds, as they go for to ſee a new play; | 
And when it was done—why, they all came away ! 
Don't let me forget —a main part of the ſhow, 

Was long-tail'd fine comets, by fam'd Augelo. 
dome turtle I got, which they call paſhapee 3 3 
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I drank too (and now I a poet may be) 2:19 ee 
From a charming ſine eup of the millberry tree. odr 
To bed I muſt go for which, like a ninny, | +35 d 
I paid, like my betters, no leſs than 4 guinea, 59 ST 
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As truck my great toe, ever fince; with the cramp. 502 
Thus fleec'd—ir-my:pooket 1 felt a a greũt ſmurting, 25600 
Yet griev'd not when I and the ſplinteri were parting; 
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He ſpoke, Ul poor Bo: was jul won #400 
To laugh, while the ether was ready | 88 
Which makes me now tell you, withour any wag * 1 
He's ſecond to none But the Warwickſhire 2 975 i aire Hy? 
Tap ee over; L nen a, We: 5 1 1 wh 
You derer rere s — yet ever > ere NA aff 
With granting ſuch kihdheſs, bound bade more. 

I love, but to own, Wich a diligent ſpiritt. 
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And words and perriwigs have both their day ; 
Each have their purlieus too, are modiſh, each, 
In ſtated diſtriQs, wigs as well as ſpeech, | 1 
The Pbera ſcratch, thick club, and Temple tie, 5 50 8 
The parſon's feather : top, frizz d broad and hight 5 Ye 
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; What is Bon 7 on e 246 Oh, danime?” cries a buck, © 1 
Half drunk“ af" me, my dear; and you're in e 
4 Bon Ton's'to ſwear, break windows, beat the watch, 

Pick up a wench, drink healths, and roar à catch. 
Keep it up! keep it up! damme, take your ſwing? - by 
Bon Tor is life, my boy; Bon To's "the thing i 955 4 
Ah! e eee. Yields,” e 
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Be ——— eint. day: and Monty, as 
KAnd riding in a one-horſe chair o'Sunday'! 2 1 
is drinking tea on ſummer afternoo ns 
At Bagnigge-wells, with china and gilt os 
is laying by our ſtuffs, red tloaks, and ee 10! Px 
Io dance'covo iilion -, all in filks and ſattins ? 
10 | Vulgar!”--cries Miſs—** Obſerve, in higher ys 7 

i © The feather'd ſpinſter, and thricesfeather'd wife + 
„The club's Bon Yon. Bon Tons a conſtant e 

« Of rout, He, ball and maſquera de 3 
« 'Tis plays and puppet - le ys tis — new; 

„ 'Tis loſing thouſands every night at @! by ra, 
Nature it thwarts, and contradidts-all wb" Hs 
« 'Tis ſtiff French ſtays, and fruit—when out of eb OR.” 
A roſe, when half a guinea is the price: © 
A ſet of bays, ſearee bigger than fix mice: age 
“ To vift friends—you never wiſh toſeez + © > 5 
„Marriage 'twixt thoſe who never can agree: 

Old dowagers, dreſs'd, painted, patch'd, and curl d = 
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i Moves native aukwardnieſs with two left legs. 

« Of courtly'friendflip . 

* Seduce men's daughters, with their wives nage, = 

In fightly ſemicireles round-your nals ]! 

<« Keep your teeth clean—anc grin, i alc ful 

< But never laugb, whatever: jeſt prevaisss 

4 That vulgar way the vulgar ſhew their micth, |: 1! © 

« Laughter's a rude convulſion, ſenſe that juſtles, 

| *© Diſturbs the cockles; and diſtorts the muſele. 

&« Hearts may be black; but all ſhould wear clean = 2 

& The graces, boy! The graces, graces} graces!” - 540 | 
Such is Bos Ton / and walk this city wc vel F 

In building, ſcribbling, fighting, and wirtz, 

| And various other ſhapes, twill riſe to view. 

8 o- night, our Bayes, with bold, but careleſs tints, 

Hits off a ſketch or two, like Darhy's prints. 8 AP 

Should connoiſſeurs allow his e inen, firike ow, 
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And wins the Sens of the Tragic Mile 1. Hin 0 8 
He from the grave may call the mighty . n fra 
In buſkins and blank verſe the ſtage to treac are * 
On Pompeys and old Cæſars riſe to fame, 8 5 | 
And join the poet's to th hiſtorian's name. a En 
The comic wit, alas : whoſe eagle eyes, 4 
Pierce nature through, an and mock the times diſguiſe ; 

wWhoſe pencil living follies brings to view, . 
Wl Survives thoſe folkes;/and/his portraits too: 

HJ Like ſtar-gazers, deplores his luckleſs fate AE 
For laſt year's almamacks are out of date, BE 
The Fox, the Alebemiſt, the Silent Woman, 5 3 = 
* Done by Ben Jonſon, are outdone by no man.“ , 
Thus fay, in rough, but panegyric, rhimes; 7 
The wits and critics of our'author's times. 
But now we bring him forth with dread and doubt, 
ol And fear de eee vo a8 
WH The ſubtle Akhemif grows obſolete, 
And Dragger's humour ſcarcely ee PO 
= WI 7o-night, if you would feaſt your eyes and ears, 422 
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A play of ruffs and farthingales TUview woes 7 — 
Old Engliſh faſhions, ſuch as then were new: NEVE 
Drive not Tom Otter*s'\bu/ls and bears away; mo 
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Worſe balls and bears diſgrace the preſent day. 5 5 


On fair collegiates let no critic frown! 
A ladies club ſtill holds its rank in town. 
If modern cooks, who | nightly treat the * m4 
Do not quite cloy and furfeit you with wit, 
From the old kitchen pleaſe to picks a Iſt 
If once, with hearty ſtomachs, to * 

On old Ben Forſon's fare, tho a fa, 3:43 cages Dok 
A meal on ſs you a- ens 2 2917 oo 1 
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Diſcover meanings that I never meaannn 
Whatever character I bring ei, e: him how ni oh 


4 The comic poet's eye, with humourous. air, 


44 Glaneing from Watling; ſtreet to r 27 


He bodies forth a light ideal train, 5 
* And turns to ſhape: the phantoms of-his brain: [439 
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« And gives to airy nothing place and Bäche. = 
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A limner once, in want of work, went "down 5 7 
9411 f . SALE: # 2 


To try his fortune! in a country town: 
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The waggon, loaded with his goods, conve 


To the fame ſpot his whole dead flock in . Ly 7 
Originals and copies ready made. ” 1 ö DI Na 1 
To the new painter all the c country came, £ #5 55 5 | 
Lord, lady, doctor, lawyer, quire, and ane, mn 
The humble curate, ANC the curate 3 Nie, R wo 
All aſk a likeneſs taken from the life. I "ft 
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Behold the canvas on the eaſel ſtand! 

A pallet gracd his thumb, and Likes fi1'd his hand: 
But, ah ! the painter's {kill. they little knew, _ 

Nor by what curious rules of art he drew. _ 

The wa ggon-load unpack'd, his ancient ſtore UE 
Furniſh'd for each a face drawn long before, 1 5 

God, dame, or hero, of the days of yore. al 
The Cæſars, with 2 little alteration, AE pd 
Were turn'd into the mayor and corporation; „ 
To repreſent the rector and the dean, „ 
He added wigs and bands to Prince 3 Y 


The ladies, blooming all, deriv'd their faces 
From Charles the Second's beauties, and the Graces. 


Thus done, and circled in a ſplendid frame, _ A 
His works adorn'd each room, and ſpread his fame. 11 | 
The countryinen of taſte adinire and ſtare, 5 
* My Lady's leer! Sir John's majeſtic air! 

** Miſs Dimple's languiſh too !—extremely like ! - 
And iti the ſtile and manner of Vandyke! _ 
Oh, this new limner's pictures always ftrike ! 
$$ | . 1 Old, 
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The he man, or woman, to a little !” on 


| Foote anti this limner in ſome po poi ints dere, | 7 of 7. 


Sirs, you often. Aa by me. 6: 
when, by, the royal licence and protection, [222 | ou 


The he takes out his glaſs to pry ann Gor 
Into each picture with a curious eye; = Server | 
Turns topfy-tyrvy my whole compofition, ' no 
And makes mere portraits all y extilition. "PURI 1 
But ſtill the copy's fo exact, you fay ; * Tu eee 
71 ak 
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Alas, the ſame thing happens 
How many a modiſh e op yo meer, 
Exactly ſuits his ſhape in Monmouth. 

In Yorkſhire warehouſes and Oranbourn-lley, 


' "Tis wonderful how ſhoes and feet will 5 = «4 | 
nderſtatids his trade, ener 
On the true human ſcale his laſts are made; 1164 * | 
The meaſure of each ſex and age to hit, | ) uy 


As honeſt Criſpin 


And every ſhoe, as if beſpoke, T 
My warehouſe thus, for nature's walks, Tn 
Shoes for all ranks, and laſts of every fize. 

Sit ſtill, and try them, Sirs ; 3: Llong to pleaſe A 
How well they fit ! $, hope you: find them ealy : 
If the ſhoe pinches, ſwear you cannot bear i it; 
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d arts, bes ae. 

And gives to empty 1 pompous names. 1 . 

Theatric dealers thus would fain ſeem great, Hi 

And every playhouſe grows a mighty ſtate. wal; 5 1 15 

To fancied heights howe'er mock-monarchs 85 

A manager's a raden. nothing more — 

You (whom they court) their cuſtor ind . 

We players poor devils Hare the journeymen. THe 
While two great warehouſes; for winter uſe, 


i | 


Light months huge bales of merchandiſe produce, 
Out with the ſwallom comes our ſummer Bayes, & 


To ſhew his taffata and luteſtring plays; Laß Be 
A choice aſſartment of flight goods prepares, 
The ſmalleſt haberdaſher of ſmall wares 
In Laputa, we? re told, 2 grave projector— 
A mighty ſchemer like our new director oo 
Once form'd a plan—and *twas a deep one, Sirs | 


To draw the ſun · beams out of deere dug 5 28 
bo whilſt lefd vent rous managers-retire, / 


Our ſalamander, thinks to, live in fre. 


A playhouſe Quidaunc— —and no Quidnune a wir- —— 


OY our play-bills i in the Advertiſer, \ | 1/1 |, 
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| Cries, « Hey ! what's here? In th' Haymarket a 1 
To ſweat the Public i in the midſt of . 
„Give me freſh air l“ then goes, and pouts alone, 

In count ry-lodgings——by the two - mile ſtone: 

There ſits, and chews the cud of his r 

BroiP'd in the ſun, and blinded by the duſt. 

. Dearee, “ ſays Mrs. Inkle, let us go 

«« To th' Hay- market, to- night, and ſee the ſhow,” 

« Pſha, woman !“ cries old Inkle, you're a fool : | 

<« We'll walk to Hornſey; and enjoy the oval”. 4 

So ſaid, to finiſh thedomeitic i, - 5 5 

Forth waddle the fat ſpouſe, and . . 

And as they tug up Highgate hill together, 

He cries—** Delightful walking!—charmir 

No, with the napkin underneath the chin; 

VUnbutton' d cits their turtle feaſts beginn, 
And plunge, full knuckle- deep, thro? thick and chin; 
Throw down fiſh, fleſh; fowl, paſtry, cuſtard, Jelly, 
And make a ſalmagundy of their rn 

More Chian - pepper! punch, another rummer! 
So cool and pleaſant - eating in the ſummer!! 

I 0o ancient geographers twas not known, 
Mortals could live beneath the torrid zone 

But we, though toiling underneath the How <1 

Muſt make our hay now while the weather's fi, FY al 
Your good old hay-maker, long here employed, 
The ſunſhine of your ſmiles who ſtill ecjoyet;” | 
The fields which long he mowed will nof eee b [ 
Nor quite forego the ſeythe, the fork, and rake,” 
But take the field, ern in the hotteſt day, =” des 


68 9 help us to get in our hay. 
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Ove more 5 8 8 5 -hall c Pan} Ta! of 
The fame, ſpruce 1 air, you < gat, ſame iS? 


A mefcer ſmart and, d Per all Al low 2 
As ever at op -door off 1 


At Calais, in the gt todk SN 
Travell'd throu gh Boulogng, Amiens, : | 8 0 
To Paris come, their Keel * 1 . 4 


Their fav'rite colour is the French Dueen”s hair 4 = 1 
They're all ſo ſine, ſo ſhabby, and ſo ga, RN 5 1 
They look like chimney- ſweepers on Mayday! 10 adv. 


dilks of all colours in the rainbow the! 
A Joſeph's coat appears the > common 
Of ſome I brought home. patterns; one, to. night, 
We mean to ſhew—'tis true, it is but Aligitt ; ©; + + + 
ut then, for ſummer wear, you know that's DE 
A little weaver, whom I long have known, 90545 
Has work'd it up, and begs to have it ſhewn— i 

But, pray obſerve, my friend 
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1 brought it over iy, if 1 Winne, 
Hell cry—* *tis none of arent came from Paris 


But ſhould you like it, he fon let you know, 


*Twas ſpun a I manufactur'd ins ho. N 


—'t had a great run abroad, whic always yields 


Work for our Grub-ſtreet, and ont Spital-fields, 


France charms our ladies, naked bards and bands 


Who {muggle t thence their learnin ring — their 1 2 I a 
ea | her F * 
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Buckles uke e 16 Mid wigs on 
T?tes built Hike towers, {hd Tuimps Soha 
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If this piece plealey Waal Mat Til go 1 F 
And fetch new patter by ch fie of of Bowe: 1 
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When Greek or Roman wits produc'd dr, 

The herald, Prologue, ere the ſports began, 

Fairly ſtepp'd forward, andantounc'd the _ Bj fl 
In few. plain words he ran the fable through, F 4100} 
And, without favour, publiſh'd all he knew. 9 4480 
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An honeſt cuſtom ! for the plan was clear, © N 
The ſcene was ſimple, and the muſe fincere ; Y 
No tawdry faſhions warp'd the public taſte, 
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The times were candid, and the ſtage was chaſte. 
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Can we expect, in theſe-enlighten'd days, neioooilsF4 « ot 1 j 
A courtly age ſhouldqibld ſuch walgar ways? +1 5thll bas 
Or that a babbling, Prologue ſhould diſcloſe la mid gif 
Scenes, which no male of; faſhion ever he aid 9vw0dA 
No, Sirs—Sethoris in abe lampe mee, {cs wi A 
He lives at Marpbiseff unſullied fameitti5105! 10 aii bak 
4 tyrant aw00'd herb gerbe ff aun yo woy dos O 
And once *ttvas fm d ar over was bet brother! wy” 10 bn / 
As for the reſt, a little patience borrow, 
The Chronicle will tell you all, to-morrow, e 
Authors are now ſo over · modeſt :yrown; - | 8 5 
They publiſh al mep"eprrigings—huttheiy on. 
But let no living bard conceive offence, We | | 
Nor take the general. in & Pellet este 4 teh 48 
peace to all fuel! che lab ring bee mut feed 20? 250 nu, 
From flow'r to flower, percliance froth 5 wet to deal n 
And ſhould the comb unwelcbme flavöür yield; 7 Nu 514 
The fault's not in the fabrie but the feld. cba Lf 
The critic waſp, meanwhile, upom the wing, poi d HW. 2 
(An inſect fraught with nothing but a Hing) 2 n in} 
Diſturbs th' induſtrious hive, for malice? fake, 3 dT 
Marring that honey: which he canfet make. 3d 03 e 
An abſent bard; engay'd in diſtant'war, 7 IT 
This night appetits, 'by proxy, at your bar: 1 1 Bist 2 iT 
As o'er Arabia's wilds'he took his way, N oy 44; 
From ſultry Ormus and the realms ou tas, TO 2 1100 S8t 
His ative mind, Iuperior to its toil, | e rant 40 
Struck out . rg n Fa 
No cooling grottos, no umbrageous groves, „ 
Lo win the TY __ ane ths Loves; W 
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Arid flake the . o e 14 
Before him all io leſtte / Wale, And dty, Saile ach 1 Becht 10 

tyran of the y oa Haid ” 1959 
ing whirlwinds Gl ; ; 

And drifts of ſcorchingluſt involve:the.light: \ 

| Oh, ſnatch your poet from impending death,» 1a |, 

And e on "this eee eee wreath. b* SAR 
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Ex dark November, with his having: wing, 3 1 0 


Shuts out the chearful face of men and things, +. 
You all can tell how, ſoon the dreary, ſcene q i 
Affects your wives nd daughters with the. CY | 
Madam begins 4 My dear, theſe odious rains 
Will bring on all my: old rheumatic. Pains; 
In fifty places ĩt came in laſt night - 
This vile old crazy manſion's ach s cini 1” 
- What's to be done“ In very truth, my love, 
« T think *twere better for us to remove.” 
This ſaid, if as it chance that gentle ſpouſe 
Bears but a ſecond int Teſt 3 in the houſe; - 
The bill is paſt—no' ſooner ſaid than done — g- 
Up ſprings the hen- bird, and the cavey's gone : LE 
Then hey for London! there the game begins; 5 
Bouquets, and diamond ſtars, and golden pins 
A thouſand freakiſh wants, a thouſand ſighs, - 
A thouſand poutings, and ten thouſand lies; 


Tam, and new-rigg'd, and launch'd for buen s gale, 
Out Madam comes, her gollings at her tail; 
away they ſcamper, to preſent t their faces, : 
At Johnſon's citadel, for fide- — 
He to their joint and ſupplicating woah, F. 4 7 | 
Preſents a face of braſs, a heart of ſtone; 


or, monarch-like, while their addreſs is Fg m7 
Sends them a weto® dy | his lord in. waitin 


Returning ilience, the diſappointed fleet wg Moi 
Anchors in Taviſtock's fantaſtic TE TTY DA 
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Meanwhile terrific hangs the uripaid d bill, 
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Creeps to his chambers to avoid the ſight, cavity frfn HerT 
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Amuſements which endear the ſmoaky town, a 5 1 V - 
And through the peaſants. © gal but, uſefuf han ds, err. 


Are off 
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n this voluptuous eee 5 d569 nook Lats 
j vre there's ſome merit. in our rural ſta ge.* 4 
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Long as from Portmat-ſquare to Ludga te Hill; it, e 


Or at the Mount with fome old Jae, cbimes ag day is 15 
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| Kneeling. ure before | the facre PER vio ! ein 
On the hird flit they beg Aline: 
Pardon for what offending fleth kl ons, Ard 
And pity for ue peg courſe they'd ri 6 2 nal 
Fines, pains, Fo pep ltjes ſecure ely Pat, 18 1 e 
Slo- pac'd For iveneſ! jp 1 met their prayer oy 5 5 W . 
/ Full abfolution from FELT RE Rome, 95 ; Hi " S 


Cancell d all fin, aft preſent, and to come. : + 
' Your poet thus profanely led alide, «Tana * 507 1 + 
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'To range o'er tragic |: land. without, a. 
To pick, perhaps, with no invidious aim, 
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A few caſt fallio go. from t the tree of fa GN 
Damn'd, tho⸗ üntry d, by the deſpotic Ae” 0 
of the tern doftors if DetraRion's che: 


Laſh'd down each column of 'a public page, 
And driv'n o'er bitthn ng plor uch. ares to the h 


Be-rhim'd, be- ridie eee lich Fog tel wit, 
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ny If then your worſhips a few ſtripes award. id 63 1002 


. Let not your beadles lay them on too hard 2 ad Able 
oy For in the world there's, pot / a ching {© hin, bb H 15 
jel 50 full of feeling, as your, poet's Kn. ing 30 


tro What if, PE rchance,. he ſnatch'd A playful: Kis 1 201 - * 
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bat frolig's paſt z be's gurn /d to. years of ., e 
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he well-known ſcenes we ſhall Preſent, — 
ve no weak efforts of a modern pen, 


but the ſtrong touches of . Ben 65 | 
8d C A rough 
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A rough old bard, whoſe honeſt — hs 29), 
_ Applauſe itſelf, unleſs by merit Saif ole wh 
And would, to:night;/your loudeſt Praiſe diſelaua, | | 
Should his great ſhade! perceive the doubtful fame, 
Not to his labours'granted; but his Hume. 
ne he wrote, and holdly téld the age: 185 200 % 
© He dar'd not proſtitute che uſeful ſtage, ih #1 
« Or purchaſe their delight at ſuch a (fine, £195 10 W 0 4 
« As for it he himſelf muſt juſtly hate tte? % 1 260 
« But rather bezg d they would be pleas'l] to fee, 7 t en 
= From him; ſuch plays, as other plays ſhould „ I 
= ++ 6 Would learn from him to ſcorn a motley f ſeens,” © 
ud leave their monſters, to be pleas'd with e 4 
_ Thus ſpoke the bard—and tho the time are chan i" 
| Since his free muſe for fools the eity fang dl; 
And ſatire had not then appear d in ftate, Wavy 25g 10 k 4 
| To laſh the finer follies of the —_— —_] 
| Yet let not prejudice infect your mind, 5 
Nor flight the gold, becauſe not quite refin'd ; | 7 
With no falſs hiceneſs this performance view, 75 8 
Nor damn, for low, whate'er is juſt and true: 
Sure to thoſe ſcenes ſome honour ſhould be paid, 
Which Camden patron iz'd, and Shakeſpeare play d: 
Nature was nature then, and {till ſurvives; | | 
The garb may alter, but the ſubſtance lives, © 
Lives in this play—where each may find, complete 
His pictur d ſelf—then favour the deceit — n 19 
' Kindly forget the hiliidred years between _ _ Y 
Become old Britotis, ane —_ 


While thus they rage for—china and japan. 


Juſt warm when ſingle, and when married cold; 
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1 this court; 1e Pu, a appear, bos TER 
A Briton born, and bred an auttioneer 1 1 
Who, for myſelf, and eke a hundred l N 
My uſeful, honeſt, learned; bawling — FI 
With much -humility and fear implore ye, _ v9 25 
To lay our preſent deſpꝰ rate caſe before xe 
Tis ſaid, this night, a certain wag intends 

To laugh at us, our calling, and our friends: 

If lords and ladies, and ſuch dainty folks, a bad 
Are cur'd of auiftion-hunting by his — F : a 


Should this odd doctrine ſpread throughout the land, ' ch 


7 


Before you buy, be ſure to underſtand; 85 : il 
Oh, think on us, what various ills will lor, + ns 
When great ones only purchaſe what they know? © i 
Why laugh at zafe ? It is a harmleſs faſhion, 


And quite ſubdues each detrimental paſſion : 


The fair-ones hearts will ne'er incline to man, 


The virtuoſo too, and connoiſſeur, 
Are ever decent, delicate, and pure; 
The ſmalleſt hair their looſer thoughts might hold, 


Their 
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Their blood, at fight of beauty, g gently lor; 23 

Their Venus muſt be old, and want a noſe! | 
Nod am'rous paſſion with deep ee ; 
_*Tis the complaint, indeed; bf "all Sur wives! ! J 


Tis ſaid virti toſſuch 2 height is grown, 8 
All artiſts are encourag d - hut our Ww. 
Be pöt deceid 47" 1 here declare on oath, 72 u one 
I never yet ſold goods' of foreign cn: 3 Ro | 
Ne'er ſent. commiſſions out to Greece or e 3 wo 
wy beſt antiquities: are made at home, 4 IRON n 
F've Romans, Greeks, Italians, near at band, - 0 
True Britons all —and living in the Stand. + / 
I ne*er for trinkets rack my peritranium; a | 10 | wa N 
They furniſh out my roc from Herculaneum. 1 
But huſh — — 2 TG ot 9 


Should it be known that Enelith.s 0 deere, KRA i 
Our manufacture is at once deſſroy d, 1 1 b 8 
No matter what our countrymen. deſerve be 1 5 +5 hte I J 
"They'll thrive as ancients, but as. moderns dare 115 8 
If we ſhould fall to you it will be owing; 7 £ bo 421 1645 Mid f 
Farewel to arts they re going, going, going; oo 500 1 
The fatal hammer's in your hand, Oh, town ! —= tt 0 8 
Then ſet us Wren knock the e e T x 1 LY ; / 
' 4 4 75 1 1 {341 2 fi. | 
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With hands and hearts unanimous befriend him, * 

Or take up Arms and, by oppoſing, « end him r 
But hold ——before you give, the fatal word, WO OTH 
I beg that I, as counſel, may b de heard! ay 
And, what fear counſel ever yet have Nags em 585 5 0 
Ill take no bribe, and yet plead pro and con. 5 | 2 15 * 
Firſt, for the town and us —T, [ ee { ſome danger, - ok I Rape” 
Should you too kindly t treat this reverend | firanger : 
If ſuch good folks, theſe wits of graver ſort, © | 
Should here uſurp a right to ſpoil your ſport, 

And curb our ſtage, ſo wanton, bold, and free, _ 
To the ſtrict hmits of their purity; e 
Should dare in theatreſ reform abuſes, 

And turn our actreſſes to pious uſes- 

Farewel the joyous, ſpiri teſtirring ue PTTDICTIOS 
Farewel the the - you gueſs the thing I mean: . 
If this wiſe ſoheme, fo ſober, and ſo new, n tin 11% 21 5 
Should paſs wirh us, would it eee ** 

Should we ſo often ſee your well known face: 995 
Or would the ladies ſend ſo faſt for liest 5 1231 


Now for the author his poetie bra, bro. 0 


K the town occafions various chat - 


17 8 


«30 ? ” 7 Wo FS 1* - 3 
47 66 1 11718 1 nl 2a 1 h *7 | Soli: What 


* 


* 


TY P 1 6 6 #s. 


What fay the ſaarters 2 ris ach cranſlation—- 1 
5 That we deny, but plead an imitation, | e 
Such as we hope will pleaſe à fres · bo 8 
His muſe, tho? much Wer we of Shape; 
For ſome materials, took a trip to France; 
She owns the debt, nor thinks ſhe ſhall appear, FN. 
Like our ſpruce youths, the worſe for going there ey 0 1 
Tho' ſhe has dealt before in ſportive ſong, . FE, FI 
This is her firſt. ſtage flight, and *twould be wrong, * | 
Nay, poaching too, to kill your bards too young. 191 
Poets, like foxes, make beſt ſport when old: 5 
The chace is good, when both are hard and bold: : 
Do you, like other ſportſmen, then, take heed; | 5 Fg | | 
If you deſtroy the whelps, you ſpoil the breed: oF hs: 
Let him write on, acquire ſome little fame,” 7 
Then hunt _ critics, he'll be noble bene. 7 ee 1 
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P ROLOGUES, like an ee are loſs of tine, 
"Tis penning bows; and making legs, in rhime: 
Tis cringing at the door, with ſimp'ring grin, 34! 
When we ſhould ſhew the company within. — — 1 
So thinks our bard, who, ſtiff in claſſic an 

Preſerves too much the buckram of the eber w 0 
« Lord, Sir,” ſaid I, *. an audience muſt be SONY 
4 And, lady-like, with flattery purſu'd ; - :(/; eie 
hey nauſeate fellows t that are blunt 4 rude. 
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60 The C Greeks ne'er eee to — OP F 


« He had; bur wh? rephpicis —— e | 

W Exotics, monſters, had poſſeſs d the ſtage; | 3 
4 But we have none, in this enlighten'd age! 1 

« Your Britons pow, from gallery to Pit. 8 

« Can reliſh nought but ſterling — wit. 

« Here, take my play, I meant ie Fo intend 

If rhimes are wanting for its introd) | 


«Fen let that nonſenſe be your own production. 1 98 
off went the poet—it is now expedient, 1 
| ſpeak as mamager, and your obedient - dre | 
1, as your cat'rer, would provide you diſhes, - _ * 
Dreſs'd to your palates, ſeaſon'd to your wiſhes. l 
Say but you're tir'd with boil'd and roaſt at hom, ; g 
We too ean ſend for niceties from Rome: ; 
To pleaſe your taſtes will ſpare nor pains nor money; i 
Diſcard firloins, and get you maccaroni. 1 
Whate'er new guſto for a time may rein, u ; 
Shakeſpeare and beef muſt have their turn again. | | 
If novelties can pleaſe, to-night, we've two | } : 
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Tho' Engliſh both, yet ſpare em as they're new. 

To one, at leaſt, your uſual favour ſhow—— |, 
A female aſks it can a man ſay no ?—— _ 
5 8 7 Should 
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eee iduge ou ones, yet unſeeny't 2101l1ywl, 
And * her, with | mar : trage queen ; 
Ane with ſmiles, a confidence impart. 
To calm thoſe fears.which ſpeak a feeling heart: 
A each. rvggle RIES: s en * 1 


Which curhs a genius in its road to fame: b 
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What cheer, ho? Do I carry too much fail? 1961 the ji 

No—tight and n n before the gale— 
He faggers, forward, then Py 

But ſofily tho'—the veſſel ſeems to hee 

Steddy ! my boy — ſhe muſt not ſhew her keet,” 

And now, thus ballaſted what courſe to ker! * 

Shall I again to ſea—and bang Mounſeer ? 

Or ſtay on ſhore, and toy with Sal and Sue 2 


Doſt love em, doy? By this right hand, 1 do 1 
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Still ſhall old England be your Frenchman's butt oy: 
Whene'er he ſhuffles, we ſhould always cut. 
}ll to em, faith—avaſte-—before, I go—— [1 
mm. Sall to ſee-the ſhow ?, . 

£3 LEMAH ETA (Pali a bei. 
From this ee 1 e 
What work's s to · night I read your printed | hand. 


Firſt let s refreſh a bit—for, faith, I need it C 
ll take one ſugareplumb I lines dene ene thy 
111 read it. 90 en 210 r een eil 
[He reads the play-bill of Zara, which e , 
« At the Theatre: Royal, Drury-lan rtr: 


« Will be p d a orte len. 


Her nameſake's tragedy : and as for ny f Bc vi 
Ill fleep as ſound as if I were at ſea. TT " 


To which will be added—a new ma 7 2 
Zounds ! why à maſque? We ſailors hate grimace: 


Above board all; we ſcorn. to hide Sur faces. 8 by F 
But what is here, ſo very large and Plain . 


* Bri-tan-nia,” Oh, Britannia !—goed > AER T6 
Huzza, boys ! —By the Royal George, Ifwear, - $143 
Tom Coxen, aud f we crew, ſhall Rraight b. bay there. Oy 
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EHOLD. 2 3 far cheat ic: ſte 25 1 pin wer. | 
The culprit of this night appears before xe: 
Before his judges dares ceſs bosch uo el, N EY 
Wich all his imperfections on his head.. 5 i # 
Prologues precede-the-piece, in 3 „ 
As eee walk: before the heatſem 
Whoſe doleful march may ſtrike the harden'd- mind. 
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And wake its feelings for the dead behind. 2 full 
Trick'd out in black, thus actors try their art. 
To melt that rock of. rocks the Py. 8 bet. abe 
No acted fears my vanity betray:; i; [x7 08d» e 
I am, indeed—what others only IL 

Thus far myſelf. The farce comes next i in view z 855 
"Tho" many are its faults, at leaſt, tis ner. 
No ſmuggled, pilfer'd ſcenes from France we ſhow,” 1 


Tis Englih—Engliſh, Sirs—from top to toe. 5 


3 2 5 Sg 5 


Tho- — 
From real life my little eloth is fill d. 
y hero is a youth, by fate defi 
fror culling ſimples - but whoſe l mind, 
Vor fate could rule, nor his indentures bind. 
A place there is, where ſuch young Quixotes meet; 
vis call'd the ſpouting-club—a glorious treat! _ IX 
were prentic d kings alarm the gaping ſtreet: „ 
„ WY There Brutus ſtarts 2 and ſtares by midnight taper; . 1 es . 
„wo all the day enacte— woollen · draper. 0 hs 
mere Hamlet's ghoſt ſtalks forth, with doubled fit: „ 
155 Cries out, with hollow voice, 10 Liſt, lift, O, i ' | 
21 And frightens Denmark's Prince a young bacon, 
rue ſpirit too, clear'd from. his deadly a 55 7 
2 Riſes a haberdaſher to the ſight! 1 1 
dot young attorneys have this rage indeed, 
but change their pens for truncheons, ink for bod: 
aud (firange reverſe !)—die for their country's good, 
Through all the town this folly you may.trace; 
. * am witneſs — tis a common caſe, ? 
re further proofs, could ye but think I wrong ye— K 
at Look round—you'll find ſome ſpouting youths among ye, 
* To check theſe heroes, and their laurels crop, 
To bring them back to reaſon—and their ſhop ; 
o raiſe an harmleſs laugh was all my aim; 
ud, if 1 ſhun contempt—I ſeek not fame. 
1 ns this firſtling, let me but begin, 5 
or nip me in the buddings of my ſin: : 
— hopes I cheriſh, in your ſmiles I read em; 
Whate'er my faults, your candor, can exceed em. 
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ve nymphs, whoſe boſdmms' beat at Milton's name, Pn V4 
' Whoſe geifrous zeal, wibougtt by flat ring e 
Shames the mean penſions of Auguſtan met or E RVA 
Immortal patrons of ſucceeding days, 4 was 
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That! never e vain eg 

The ſlighted arts futurity ſball truſt, 
And riſing ages haſten to be juſt. 

At length our mighty bard's victoriqus un. 
Fill the loud voice of univerſal praiſee: 
And baffled Spite with hopeleſs anguiſh dumb, 
Yields to Renown the centuries to come. 
With ardent haſte each candidate of ae. 
Ambitious catches at his tow ring name; 35 
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E This en wit F = Mr. Garritt, | Thurſday, April 9 
1750, at the repreſentation of the above piece, for the Benefit'of Mrs 
Elizabeth Foſter, Milton's grand- daughier, and pee er , 


dant; which benefit produced ner above . ST 
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ad Want hung threat eee eee Nr coi? 

at tho' ſhe-ſhine with no Anse fire, | el * „ 
o fav'ring muſe her morning dreuma inſpire: / 
4 et ſofter claims the melting heart engage. id 
Ieer youth laborious, and her blameleſs * reg þ ls 
9 lers the mild merits of domeſtic liſe, Get nba, _ EPS 2 : | - 
- of he patient ſuff rer, and the faithful wife. n 5 4 
bus, pci wi bumble kassette, 3 
Ir grandfire leaves har in Bahamas arm; au EY by N | 
eure with peace, with competence, nnn ane % 
lie tutelary nations guard ber cell. - mo} _ l 
or is the charge, ye fair, ye miſe, ye ee — 
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| 5 hemes. anne a; 8 45. dr fall 3 * 
(with the mighty to compare the ſmall) | 

ro int'reſt, whim, or, if you pleaſe, thro! fate, 

feel commotions in our mimic ſtate ; 
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The ſock and Biafitit fy froh"itage to Katze 90 bas 469 
A year's nee rub—an' age; ed. es Bui! 


When » we refed, ben were per ie, 


1 peucr. Wendel aon ; 


| Strengthen with now hee foes 1 


To ſhake 0 our Fa the * papers of. wal — Eu oi 
| 4 : 2 wy ene bags WK 1 


i Yet, fearleſs ill, we take the ſield v ith b. N N 
ww" Arm'd cap- a. piè in ſelf-ſaffic nt merit; F 191-5172 g ol 
© Our ladies too, with ſouls and n e 
Fire up, like Britons, uhen the Rang Al 5 
Each female heart pants for the glorious ſtrife. 
From Hamlets mother, to che f cobliris wife. mY 3 
Some few there are, whom paltry paſſions r 
Deſert each day, and fly from ſide to fide 3+ ::: 
Others, like Swiſs, love fighting as their ade; 
For, beat, or beating they muſt all be paid. 
Sacred to Shakeſpeare was this ſpot defgn'd, - 
To pierce the heart, and humanize the mind. 
T, TTY le } 1 
AIn which papers was this paragraph : c We hear that Mr. Gi 
Mrs. Cibber, Mr. Barry, Mr. Macklin, and Mrs. . Woffington, are er. 
gaged at Covent- Garden theatre for the enſuing ſeaſon.” On the part 
of Drur;-Lane theatre it was notified, That two celebrated anal 
from Dublin; were engaged to perform there 3 alſo Miſs Bellamy/and1 
new actreſs, Signior Fauſan, the comic dancer, and his n 
tleman to ſing, who has not been on any tage,” | "5 hp 
+ Mos, Pritchard. f Mrs, Cliye, 


» 
* 


8 43 
a 


S 93 


= > hg 


1 
7 
* F 
1 1 
* 


9 
1 ns has 1 ad H n Neve 
H,. nn 19 
xe the wobler ferne: 10 557 El or | : 


* 
4 Fry 
I 2 a 1411 


* 
F 


whe a es, 0 nt th 
For tho? we. drr. ne and all, 


* * '1 e 1 4 on . v4 
i notior, att 2111 


E 
> ; 3 
11 r 1 | bs 
Boldly to 3 # 4 BY |: 85. 4 3 1 1399 57 . 
5 - 3 r L , * . * 7 
4 4 x - * * * > 7 1 q #4 ＋ on I { 
5 . 1 "oF 


To keep the field} all methods we'll $7 N 
The conflict gloriqus for-we'll Acht * you: bak 
And, ſhould we fail to gain the wiſh'd applauſe; x ll 
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Las fam'd: ** Mancha? 5 klügnt, W h 6, launce i in hand, 
Mounted his ſteed, to free the ag aa . 
Our 22ixote bard ſets forth a — „ 
Arm'd at all points, to fight —— e 
Aloft on Pegaſus he waves bis pen, _ OTE. 
And hurls defiance at the caitiff's den. ; . 
The firſt on fancy'd giants ſpent his rage; 

But this has more than windmills to engage. 

He combats paſſion, rooted in the ſoul, 85 
Whoſe pow'rs at once delight ye, and controul ; 
703 OE... 


Whoſe magic bondage ca hot Rane ehe - 476 IR 


Nor wiſhes freedom, tho? the ſpell deſtroys. 
To ſave our land from this magician's charms, - 
And reſcue maids and matrons from his Arms, 
Our knight-poetic. comes—and Oh, ye fair? 
This black-enchanter's wicked arts beware? 
His ſubtle poiſon dims the brighteſt eyes, 
And at his touch each grace and beauty dies: 
Love, gentleneſs, and joy, to rage give way, 

And the ſoft dove becomes a bird of prey. 

May this our bold advent'rer break the * 

And drive the dæmon to his native hell. 

Ye ſlaves to paſſion, and ye dupes of chance, 
Wake all your pow'rs from this deſtructive trance! 
Shake off the ſhackles of this tyrant vice; 

Hear other calls than thoſe of cards and dice: 
Be tearn'd in nobler arts, than arts of play, | 
And other debts than thoſe of honour oe 
No longer live inſenſible to ſhame, + 

Loſt to your country, families, and fame. 

Could our romantic muſe this work atchieve, 
Would there one honeſt heart in Britain grieve? 


Th' attempt, tho wild, would not in vain be made, 5 


If ew ry honeſt hand would 1 its ald. 
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Is not my meaſter here 5 you, pray? | 
Nay, ſpeak—my meaſter wrote this fine new play * 
The actor- folks are making ſuch a clatter ! we 
They want the pro- log I know. nought o the matter : * 
He muſt be there among you—look about —— | 
A weezen pale-fac'd man—do find him out. 
Pray, meaſter, come, or all will fall to ſheame ; 
Call Miſter—hold—I muſt not tell his name. 

La! what a croud is here! what noiſe and pother! 18 | 
Fine lads and laſles ! one o' top o other, _ 8 | 

[Pointing to the rows of pit and d. N 
I could for ever here with wonder gaze; | 1 
Ine er ſaw church ſo full, in all my days !— = 5 | 
Your ſervant, Sirs—What do you-laugh for, eh? 
You donna take me ſure for one o'the play ? 
You ſhould not flout an honeſt country lad—— 
You think me fool, and I think you half mad: 
You're all as ſtrange as I, and ſtranger too; 7-4 
And, if you laugh at me, I'll laugh at you. [ Laughing. 
donna like your London tricks, not ij 
And, fince you've rais'd my blood, I'll tell you why: 
"4 „ 


o P KOL016:U bs. 
And, if you wull, fince now F am before ye, 
For want of pro- log, Il relate my ſtory, _ 

I came from country Rere totry my fate, 

And get a place Among te 5 rich And great: 
But troth Im fick o th journey I ha' ta en; 1 
I like it, not would I were whoame again: 
Firſt, in the city I took up my ſtation, 
And got a place with one of th corporation. 
A round big man—he eat a plaguy deal; 2 i 
Zooks ! he'd have beat five ploomen at a meal: il Cl > 
5 But long with him 1 could not make abode,” nt 
of, could you think't ?—he eat a greit ſea-toad! OY. . 5 
It came from Indie twas as big as me; 3 ee 

He call'd it bel} patch, and eee oP 

La! how I ſtar'd !-T thought—who knows, but Foil 

For want of monſters, may be made a pye Ho per l. 
Rather than tarry here for bribe or „ ; oy 9 

I'Il back to whoame and country fare 255 N * 

I left toad-eater ; then I ſery'd a lord, 5 e ee 

And there they promis'd but neer kept their word. 

While *mong the great this geaming work the trade is, 

They mind no more poor ſervants—than their ladies. 

A lady next, who lik'd a ſmart young lad,” ht 

Hir'd me forthwith—but; troth, 1 thought her wind, 2 

She turn'd the world top-down, as I may fay, oh 1 

She chang'd the day to neet, the neet to day: 

I was ſo ſheam'd with all her freakiſkways, 
She wore her gear ſo ſhort, ſo low! her; _ 
Fine folks ſhew all for nothing, now-andays ! 1 

Now I'm the poet's man—I find with wits, - 

There's NT fartain—oay, we 45 TY ts: 7 
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Our meals, indeed, are ſlender hat of. that 1 
There are but three oi on's—meaſter, I and cat. 
Did you but ſee us al, as I'm Aa eue 


r haves 8 1 f 
5 Ws r MOSS cs, 1 2 9 1 
verde Co Ye IM me f 


a 2 q NG ee 2 5 
* N 1 


My wages all ——— — this night's piece ; 2. 
But ſhould you find that all our ſwans are geeſe! 
*Efeck, I'll truſt no more to meaſter's. berg: 
But pack up all, and whiſtle whoaine in. 


A | 


f 9 4+ 
* 4 o 
- —_ i 8 
8 2 5 


T * 
n * 
8 * * 8 
con aro a 


1 


TR 


" 1 4 


e PROLOGUE ro r 
. H E GE! A 1 R I E 8. 
| oN BY mY GARRICK. 


Enter-—interrapting. the band of muſe 


* 2 
A 
1 


A Moment ſtop your tuneful fingers, prays | 
While here, as uſual, I my duty pay. 12 the audience, 
Don't frown, 1 my friends FUR the Land] you ſoon ſhall melt 1 
| | again; © 

But, if not there, is felt each dying train, 

Poor I ſhall raf, and you will /crape in vain. 

To ſee me ao, you think the ſtrangeſt thing * : 

For, like friend Benedick, Il cannot ſing : 

Yet, in this prologue, cry but you corragto / 

PI ſpeak you both a fig, and an adazis. 

A Perſian king, as Perfian tales relate, 

Oft went diſguis'd, to hear the people prate; 

So, curious I, ſometimes ſteal forth, incog, 

To hear what critics croak of me— King Log. 

Three nights ago, I heard a tete- d-tete, 

Which fix d, at once, our Engliſi op” 7a's fate: 


. o Es. 


One was a youth born here, but fluſh from LO 
The other born abroad, but here his home F e 
And firſt the Eugliſh foreigner began; > © b; 
Who thus addfefs'd the foreign Engliſhman: 
% An Engliſh ra! "tis not to be born, 
I both my country and their muſic corn. age 
« Oh, damn their Ally Croakers, and their Keb, * ; 
4% Signor fi—bat fons——vors recitativo « + | * 2 
& T7 tutto, befliale e cativo,” | 
This ſaid, I made my exit full of terrors ; 
And now aſk pardon, for the followin g errors: 
Excuſe us firſt, for fooliſhly ſuppoſing, 

Your countryman could pleaſe you in compoſing ; 
An of'ra too !—play'd by an Engliſh band, 
Wrote in a language which you underftand — 
I dare not ſay who wrote it I could tell ye, 
To ſoften matters—Signor Shakeſpearell : 

This aukward drama—(I confeſs th" offence) | 

Is guilty too of poetry and ſenſe : 

And then the price we take—you'll all abuſe it, 


So low, ſo unlike ra- but excuſe it, 
We'll mend that fault, whenever you ſhall chuſe it. 


Our laſt miſchance, and worſe than all the reſt, 

Which turns the whole performance to a jeſt, 

Our ſingers all are well, and all will do their beſt. 

But why would this raſh fool, this Engliſhman, 

Attempt an pra ?—'Tis the ſtrangeſt plan! 
Struck with the wonders of his maſter's art, 

Whoſe /acrcd dramas ſhake and melt the heart. 

"0 


G A RW * 
' Whoſe heaveti:BoH Watts the iltlet breaſt une ue 


Whoſe chorus thunder Tets the ſoul W 1 
Inflam'd, aſtofliſtꝰd, at thoſe „ 5 
When Samſon gtvans, ard frantic S2 OL + 919.1 2 0 75 
The pupil wrote his work is now before ye, f r 90991 
And waits your ſtamp of infatny or glory! 77 3 


Yet, ere his errors und his falilts/are known, U AH 
He ſays, thoſe faults, thoſe errörs, are his own; n 
If through the clouds appear {\bthe' glittim' ring ray, 
They're 2 . e from His reit maſter's blaze? | 
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WINTER'S TALE; 


AND, 


CATHERINE NP, PETRUCHIO. 


SPOKEN is MR. GARRICK, 


PT. various things the "I has been compar'd, 
As apt ideas ſtrike each humorous bard: 

This night, for want of better ſimile, 

Let this our theatre a tavern be: 

The poets vintners, and the waiters we. 

So, as the cant and cuſtom of the trade is, 

You're welcome, gem men, kindly welcome, ladies. 
To draw in cuſtomers, our 3ills are ſpread ; 

You cannot miſs the ſign, tis Shakeſpeare's head, 


From 


iff 
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From this ſame head, this fountain- head divine, 1 any Z 
For different palates ſprings a different wine; LH as | 
In which no trieks, to ſtrengthen, or to thiu em- 


Neat as imported French, brandy i in em 
Hence for the « choiceſt ſr pirits flows Champagne ; 1 | 


Whoſe ſparkling atoms, ſhoot thro? every vein, x 
Then mount in magic. yapours.to, th' enraptur d brain! ; 
Hence flow. for martial minds. potations ſtrong, 1 
And ſweet, love · potions, for the fair and young: r * Al 
For you, my hearts of oak, for your regale, 

[To the a galley 
There's good old Engliſh Aingo, mild and ſtale. 


For high, luxurious ſouls, with luſcious ſmack, 
There's Sir Jobn Falſtaff i is a butt of ſack ; | 1:50 
And if the ſtronger liquors more invite ye; 
Bardolph is gin, and P. Nol aqua vit. 3 
But ſhould you call for Falſtaſt, where to find kim, 
He's gone — nor left one cup of ſack behind him. 
Sunk in his elbow-chair, no more he'll roam, 
No more, with merry wags, to. Eaftcheap come; 
He's gone - to jeſt and laugh, and give his ſack at home. 
As for the learned critics, grave and deep, 
Who catch at words, and, catching, fall afleep ; 
Who, in the ſtorms of paſſion, hum, and haw !—- 
For ſuch our maſter with no liquor draw—— 5 27 4 5 
So blindly thoughtful, and ſo darkly read, 
They take Tom Durffſy's for the Shakeſpeare's head. 
A vintner once acquir'd both praiſe and gain, 
Ang ſold much Perry for the beſt Champagne. 
Some rakes this precious ſtuff did ſo allure, 


The wy drank whole nights--what's that--when wine is * 
os Come, 
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# Come, fill a bumper, Jack 41 will, my Lord,” — 
1 Here's cream !—gamn'd ne | | —immenſe ! !—upon my 
1 | word | . 

« Sir i liam, what fay you 2.— 1 The beſt, believe 1 me.“ 
6 In this—eh, Jacl ?—the devil can't deceive me,” | 
Thus the wile critic, too, miſtakes his wine; 

Cries gut, with lifted hands 'tis great! divine ! 

Then jogs his neighbour, as the wonders ſtrike him; 

This Shakeſpeare ! Shak e/peare L !—Oh, there 8 W like 

him ! 
In this night” 5 various and „ cup, 
Some little Perry's mix d, for filling up. 
The five long acts, from which our three are taken, 
Stretch'q out to * ſixteen years, lay by, forſaken; 
Leſt then this precious liquor run to waſte, 
'Tis now confin'd and bottled for your taſte, 
'Tis my chief wiſh, my joy, my only Plan, CA 
Jo loſe no drop of that immortal man ! 


OCCASIONAL PROLOGUE TO 


THE GAMESTER Ss. 


Wiss the wits of Show take pen in hand, 
To give a ſketch of you, and this our land, 

One ſettled maxim through the whole you ſee, 

To wit — their great ſuperiority ; | 


* The action of the Winter' s Tale, as written by bb com- 
prehends hxteen years. | 


Urge 


25S PROLOGUES. 
Urge 1 Chat you 1 will they ſtill have this to gay, 85 
That you, who ape them, are leſs wiſe than they, | a | 
*Tis thus theſe well-bred letter- writers uſe uus 
They trip o er here, with half an eye peruſe us; RH 
Embrace us, eat our meat, aud then —abuſe 5 Sf | 
When this ſame play was writ, that 's now before ye 7e, | 4 
The Engli/h ſtage | had reach'd i its point of glory! Es 
No paltry thefts diſgrac'd this author's pen,“ 
He painted Engli/ manners, E „ gliſb men, 
And form'd his taſte on Shakeſpeare and old Ben. 
Then were French farces, faſhions, quite unknown; 
Our wits wrote well, and all they writ their « own. | 
Thefe were the times, when no infatuation, 
No vicious modes, no zeal for imitation, 
Had chang'd, deform) d, and ſunk the Britiſh nation. 
Should you be ever 2 yourſelves eſtrang'd, 
The cock will crow, to fee the lion chan g'd! 
To boaſt our liberty is weak and vain, | 
While tyrant vices in our boſoms reign : 
No liberty alenc a nation ſaves ; - 
Corrupted freemen are the worſt of ſlaves, 
Let Priſſia's ſens each Engliſh breaſt inflame 4 
Oh, be our ſpirit, as our cauſe, the ſame ! 
And as our hearts with one religion glow, 
Let us with all their ardors drive the foe, | = 
As Heav'n had rais'd our. ara, 8 Heay' n had giv'n the 
blow! | 
Would you rekindle all your ancient fires 5 
Extinguiſh firit your modern vain deſires, 


* $hj3-lev, from whe m the play was altered. 
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And, nobly, by tranſgreſſing, charm ye more. 


| GARRICK. "+14 


Still it is yours, your glories to retrieve z , 

Lop but the branches, and the tree ſhall live: : 

With theſe erect a pile of ſacrifice, e bo 
And in the midſt—throw all your cards and dice, 
Then fire the heap ; and, as it finks to earth, 
The Briti/h genius ſhall have ſecond birth ! | 

Shall, Phenix like, riſe perfect from the flame, 
Spring from the duſt, and mount agajn to fame ! 


15 pP PROLOGUE TO THE 
SCHOOL FOR LOVERS. 


| SPOKEN BY MR, GARRICK. 


Svcckss makes people vain The maxim's true - 
We all confeſs it, and not over new. "46 
The verieſt clown, who ſtumps along the ſtreets, 

And doffs his hat to each grave cit he meets, 

Some twelve-months hence, bedaub'd with livery lace, 
Shall thruſt his ſaucy flambeau in your face. 

Not ſo our bard—tho? twice your kind applauſe, 

Has, on this fickle ſpot, eſpous'd his cauſe : 

He owns, with gratitude, th' obliging debt; 


Has twice been favour'd, and is modeſt yet. 


Your giant wits, like thoſe of old, may climb 
Olympus high, and ſtep o'er ſpace and time; 
May ftride, with ſeven-leagu'd boots, from ſhore to ſhore, 
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"=— rio 
1 Alas ! our r author dares: not laugh at ſchools — dy > 50 
14 Plain ſenſe confines his humbler muſe to rules: : Fu : | : 
84 [ He ſhifts no ſcene—But here TI ſtopt him ſhort— 2 b 
74 « Not change your ſcenes !” ſaid I I'm ſorry fort: 4 / 
Ag My conſtant friends above, around, below, _ 1 
1 « Have Engliſh taſtes, and loye both change and ſhow; A 
3 « Without ſuch aids, ev'n Shak(/peare would be flat, 
= * Our crouded pantomimes are proofs of that. We 
'Y % What eager tranſport ſtares from ev'ry eye, 
* When pullies rattle, and our genii fly! 
it $ When tin caſcades, like falling waters, gleam, 
4 Or through the canvas burſts the real ſtream ! 
„ 1% While thirſty Ming ton laments, in vain, 
We « Half her New-river roll'd to D- ury- lane. 
= “ Lord, Sir“ ſaid I, for gallery, boxes, pit, 
4 'F & Fll back my Harlequin againſt your wit,” : 
i Fi Yet ftill the author, anxious for his play, 11 
= Shook his wiſe head —** What will the critics ſay pe. 
4 | | & As uſual, Sir—abule you all they can ” 
} . cc And what the ladies?“ He's a charming man! i 
5 4 N charming piece one ſcarce knows what it means; 
= « But that's no matter—when there's ſuch ſweet ſcenes 15 
1 still he perſiſts and let him entre nous — 
= I know your taſtes, and will indulge 'em too, 
ö ! 1 | Chan ge you ſhall have ; ſo ſet your hearts at eaſe: 1 
"= Write as be will, we'll act it—as you pleaſe, 
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A Female' ea at vour * appears, 
Nor deſtitute of hope, nor free from fears. 
Her utmoſt crime ſhe's ready to confeſs ; 
A ſimple treſpaſs, neither more nor leſe: 2 7 
For, truant like, the rambles out of . 
And dares to venture on poetic grounds. 
The fault is deem'd high- treaſon by the men, 
Thoſe lordly tyrants, who uſurp the pen: 
For women, like ſtate-crimirials, they think, 
Should be debarr'd the uſe, of pen and ink; 
And thus the vile monopoly they hide” #4 15 
with flattri ring art You ladies have, befide, 
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« You leave to us that dang'rous weapon, wit.” 
Sometimes they frowh, and, looking great and wiſe, 

® You'd better mind your puddings and your pies.” 
Our author, who diſclaims ſuch Salgue laws, . 
To her own ſex appeals, to Judge her cauſe : 

She pleads old Magus Charta on her fide, 1 
That Britiſh ſubjects by their peers be try d. 

Our humble muſe no charms of art can boaſt, | 
But fimple nature, and plain Tenſe at "moſt: GS, 
Perhaps ſome character -a moral too e 
and, what is ſtranger ſtill, the 3 $ new ! 1 
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Twp PRODOSVES. 


No borrow'd thoughts throu ghout this Piece are ſhewny | 
But what the author writes is all her own, 


By turns, o er eren ear. 3 noſe, and 98 5 


\ 
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By no flight hint or incident ſhe tries 1} 
To bid on modeſt cheeks one e bfuffrariſe: 
The looſeſt thoug TNA 12 ſcenes ſuggeſt, I 
Virtue herſelf mi rbour in her breaſt ; 
And where our ſatire vents its harmleſs ſpleen, . * 
The ſob'reſt pruderivaytthngh without à fercen. ? 
Ladies, to you th®dcfittes' her lays} 1 to 91yrifioh a 
Aſſert your right to Seh or to Pra: MBit f 9 N 
Boldly your will in: Um Guft declare, £69191? Nin A 
And let the men Apt ftir 9 95 0 0 ALE IT 6 18 eu 
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| SPOKEN BY MR, LOVE, ON, THE OPENING THE. Mau. 


THEATRE ON " 1CKNOND- GREEN, 265. k 
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3} ei $413--154p099 of tyaw ανjjù * 
Tur ſhip NOW = 18d, Waere ttor's „ 1601. 
Rigg'd, manf - d, wel 5 omit, and a rich freight on board, 
All ready, tight and trim, from head to Pop N 
And, by commiſſion, made a royal. top; Hilib on: ode 8 
May Heav'n, from tempeſts, rocks, and privater, 16 0) 
Preſerve the I Sire her, boys, three cheers! ! 
{31 50 «15! - [Three huzzas behind. 
Queen Mab, our r ** win 1 believe him, 0 
In ſleep haunts each xain mortal, to deceive him, n wr? = 
As in her hazle- nut ſhe lightly trips, 165 97:4 ay « 


7 | | 7 * 


323 


Shall I not crowd you in your hazle-nut ?” 


2 2G RUE *. 
Each quicken d ſeoſe ſuch ſeſot gnohantment ſeizes; 0 
We hear, ſee, ſmell, taten Fouchetrwhate r e iplegſes:/ 
Look roungithis bouſe,,.and zArious,pmats, youtſce,.,!; 
Strong glaring, proofs. that a»; beeniwithimes! ot 
She caught me napping know-Where IL Was Vain i 
And rigkled; xery; fibre; af any Þrajns, of off) 11 3g 7 
Deep in my. mufing (deep as I was able) ib rat g 
Methought I ſaw her driying tom rde y tableg.;; I ba 
She whiſk'd her chariot. oer my books and ſhelyes, / 
And at my ſtandiſh ſoppꝭd her tiny elyes——. e 
« What are you ſeribbling there ?—Quick, let me ſce * 
% Poh leave this nonſenſe, and along with me e 
I, grinning, bow'd—*© Bright ſtar of Lilliput! 
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She ſmil'd ; and, ſhewing me a large-fiz'd hamper, 

Get into this, my friend, and then we'll ſcamper.“ 

I for this frolic wanting quick digeſtion, - 

Sent to my tongue, poſt-hafte another queſtivn ; 

But, crack! ſhe went, before that I could aſk it; 

She in her tage I, Falftaſ, in the baſket: 

She wav'd her wand, then burſt in fits of laughter, 

To ſee me rowling, bounding, tumbling after: » » 

And I laugh'd too Could you of e ** * 

To ſee a minnow towing of a Whale? ich 2387 

At laſt we reſted on a hill hard by, We Werz 478 

With a ſweet vale, to feaſt the eee. & eic 

I'll ſhew you more,” ſhe ſaid; · to charm and move wer 

And to the gardens, quick as thought, ſhe: drove ue: i 

Then, pointing to the ſhade—** There, there they ate, 

„of this mo nnn. d s 9211 i 
oi; TENT INS Oh! 
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4 ang ee like the lightning was ths HO AW: 
To drive her chariot o'er this fav'rite green; Lache 
Straight to this ſpot where the infus d ſuch ny +" = F 
Might turn the heads of twenty ram er Ss F 
But fear diſperſing all my golden dream. . 
And I juſt entering on this fairy-fcheme; 1 
With wild furprize, 1 caſt my eyes about, 1 
Deluſion ends—and now I wake'to doubt: y 

Oh, may the dream be realiz'd by you! þ 
Your ſmiles or frowns can make this falſe or true. - T 

+ 15 ii: « 
NY | PROLOGUE 10 1146 2963 © BN « 
MUCH Apo ABOUT nota. M" 
ACTED BY COMMAND oF THEIR MAJESTIES, our: 

' $POKEN BY MB. GARRICK, | 5 ö . 

W c * To 
1TH doubt,” joy, a mm almoiſt & dumb, Shi 


To face this awful court, once more I come'; ' Pos 
Leſt Benedict ſhould ſuffer by my fear, ' u 
Before he enters, E myſelf am here. © M7; 
I'm told (what flattery to my heart I) that 1 ] 
Have wiſh'd to ſee ne; nay, have preſs'd it too: 
Alas ! *twill prove another Much adp. 
I, like a boy who long has truant play'd, 
No leſſons got, no exerciſes made, 


1 


—＋ ner ages 


LY 


«1 
. 
Ay 
8 
* i . 
. 
* * 7 
FO. 1 3z 
© 
Li I 
77 x 
14 * 
8 it 
= 
4 1 , 
* . * 
[ * 
1 
% 
Ex 
' 
4 
- =: 
. 
. 
1 
WR 
= 
„ 
3 -. 
at 
e 1 
5 
© ks 
25 * 
A 
If 
W; ; 
„ 
1 
1 * 
iy 0 
Wa ] 


4 
\ : 
* U 
MH A 
RR 
＋ 
4 
's 
: 
44 
7 
1 
„ 1 
. 
3 
* 
4 f 2 


8 On 
_F | 


. 


— 


1 
On 
1 PIT 
N K= 
- 2 . 
* 
— * 


EE SE ons 


GAAAITeR # 


on bloody Monday takes his fearful ſtand, 
| And often gyes the birchen—ſcepter'd hand. 

Tis twice twelve years, fince firſt the ſtage T trod, 10 5 
Enjoy d your ſmiles, and — rod; „ 
A very vi my 15 5 
Knock d Teh by Ae e ooh up again W Ne 
In four · and- twenty years the ſpirits cool; 
Is it not long enough to play the fool? ode 6 gui XA 
To prove it is, permit me to fepent, it 2900, atadl7 gi t V, 
What late I heard, in paſſing through me ſtreet: 
A youth of parts, with ladies by his ide, A 
Thus cock'd his glaſs, and thro' it hot my monte 
« 'Tis he, by Jove! grown quite a clumſy Khon; p 25 0 
« He's fit for nothing but a Punchineli v »ůõ 300 t 
Oh, yes, for comic ſcenes, Sir Job -n Ny R 
« He's much too fat — for battles, rapes, and e LY 
Worn in the ſervice, you my faults will ſpare, 
And make allowance for the wear and tear. 

The Che}ſea: penſioner, who, rich in m, 
Fights o'er, in prattle, all his former wars ; 
Tho' paſt the ſervice, may the young ones teach, 
To march—preſent—to fire—and mount the breach. 
Should the drum beat to arms, at firſt he'll grieve, 
For wooden leg, loſt eye, and armleſs fleeve : + 
Then cocks his hat, looks fierce, and ſwells 1 eheſt: 
Tis for my 0 aua, a 4 Pl do * 2 | 
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N ben! gut f fat n t ονν vvigm goivg 28 
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. the mon, and SOTAps arenfi p, ſcarcę, nol Jon 220 


Who, in theſe nicer times, arg write à Hr: 3) 97914, 07 


A vulgar, long. forgotten, taſte, renews; (bis I 5181 16 
All now are comedies, five; act, og two, 7 4116q io HA 

Authors hays ever, in a gating ſtrain . ag 2if be 00 Wig) 
Begg'd mergy far the banlings of their brain g 
That you, kind muxſe, would fondle't n 1 
And rear it ith applauſe, that beſt of pap re 0 0 


| Thas. babes, bays in their cradle ſesp-d bio ot! 


Tho” lame and rickety from t M top. to toe: 72 | 
Our bard with prologue-outworks has not dea hims \ 
For all that I ſhall fay,, will, make againſt him. 
Imprimis, this, his. piece - a farce we call i Km; as' 2118 1 
Ergo, tis low—and ten to one you: maul it. iq 01 
Would yay, becauſe tis low, no quarter give? 

Black- guards, as well as gentlemen, * 5197 b. 
Tis downright Eagliſb too nothing from ee 1 
Except ſome beaſts, which treat you with a dane. 
With a burletta, W we ſhall preſent you. 
And, not /talian that will diſcontent you — 8 
Nay, what is worſe—you'll ſee it, and muſt know it— 
. Thomas K ing, of King-fireet—am the poet 
The murder's out; the murderer, detected, 
May, in one night, be try'd, condemn'd, diſſected. 
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Tis ſaid, for - Scandil&Ordfite Wi gester Teftger- 21 ay 


That miſchiefe — em Veit Ln iT 
Let me look round, TE 3; 
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. Old — e e 
produce a farce, BfiftIII ef (hier? 
Tho he, av'othet! ties 7 bfGogy*n woY ** 
You'd clap his Fiete, Aud Geek A K Pen wY 
Malice prepenſe != tis Falſe ! it Cannöt Be od {li 
Light is my heart, from aj ue ee * ben 
poor N. 
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Anon ay 


Write moral plays —the blockhead! = . good fog 1 
You'll ſoon expect this houſe to wear ſteep fi bi 1 ct 
For our fine piece, to let you Into facts, ER SO 
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Is quite a ſermon—only preach'd in as, 
You'll fearce believe me, till the Prodf 2 appears 5 Lovr s 
But even I, Pom Pool, mut ſhed fore tears; i609 of | 


Do, ladies; look upon me—nay, nd fimp'ring; „ gnomA 


Think you this face was ever made for v Hip ring? 5 
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1 aſk'd him what be 8 deen 
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44 99 
& You may, but if you do, Sir, I muſt. tell : 


* You'll not keep up. that dignity of delly.” 25 3 0 


Still he preach'd on—* Bards of a orwer age, 
« Held up abandon'd pitut bs 
6 Spread out their wit, with faſcinating * . 
«© And catch'd the faney, to corrupt the heart: „„ 


But, happy change! in theſe more moral days, | 


« You cannot ſport with virtue, ev'n in plays; 
4 On virtue's fide, his pen the poet draws, 

&« And boldly aſks a hearing fer his cauſe,” _ 
Thus did he pratice and ſwell— The man may prate, 
And feed theſe whimſies in his addle pate, | 


| That you'll protedt his Muſe, becauſe ſhe's god. 


A virgin, and ſo chaſte! — Oh, lud! Oh, lud: 


No muſe the critic beadle' s laſh eſcapes, 


You'll ſpeak her fair, and grant the wo paſs ; 


Or ſhould his brain be turn'd with wild pretences, | 
- In three hours time you'll bring him to his ſenſes ; _ 


And well you may, when in your pow'r you get him ; 
In that ſhort ſpace, you bliſter, bleed and ſweat him. 
Among the Turks, indeed, he'd rum no danger 3 
* ſacred hold a madmax and a Manger. - 5 
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To ſweep the ftage with prologues, f fix on Mee 
A female repreſentative 1 come, = be 
And with a prologue, which I call a broom, CY 361 
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To ſweep the eritic cobwebs from the room. W n + 
Critics, like iiders, into corners' creep, bene yy 
And at new plays their bloody revels TY 3 od . 5 
With ſome ſmall venom, cloſe in ambuſh - VION | 
Ready to ſeize the poor dramatic fly : | LN ” _ hy i 


The weak and heedleſs ſoon become their prey; 3 
But the ſtron g blue-bottle will force its way, 

Clean well i its wings, and hom another day. 3 | 
Unknown to nature's laws, we've here one evil; 
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For ies, turn'd ſpiders, play the very devil: 


Fearing ſome danger, I will lay befone ye, 


A ſhort, true, recent, tragj-comic' n * 
As late I ſaunter'd in the Park for ar, 

As free from thought, as any coxcomb there, „ 

Two ſparks came up; one whiſper'd in my ear, 

He was a critic, then aſk'd me, with a ſneer — . . 

Thus ſtanding, ſtaring with a ſwaggering ſwing, 

„ You've writ a farce ?“ Yes, Sir, a fooliſh thing.“ 
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Then they're ſo v 


. They all ſhould fee the 


Tis ten to one—T ſpeak it it for your ſake, 


HI oo wif ———— i ie ten og er ie RE Aer i as 


5 pK 6 £06408 s. 


is ten to one I ſpeak it for your ſake, 
That this fame farce will prove—your Wit's laſt Stake,” 


« 7 fcribble for amwſement. ,hoaſt:no pow'rs.” 
« Right, l own N rot] for ours.” 4 


Thus he went bn; his E dne, 
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He laugh'd—I — ere I could retreat, 
His liſping friend did | 8 the doſe repeat: 1451 4 1 


Lats 


* Fray, Sir—thig — I for. Nale.— the woman.s play 


< When do you give it us: N Next 3 N. 
« I hope you'll hotl be kind to her, at leaſt” 

A ſcribbling. woman. is a dreadful beaſt! rag 

„all theſe female wits 1 

« Pl damn my pleyyco. throw her into fits. 
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bottom, of the Thames.” Sp 
If you are . 9985 Sir3, to breed a riot. 
| _ [Looking about 4 7 0 


Don't ſhew your cite; p for, ” hed are not duiet, 3 
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Ne O13 81 TCEIR W. 
This School for. Rakes We 1 prove Hour Wi ts laft State. 

As you [ To the pit] ſare me from their tyrannic 1 vil, 
You will not let them uſe 2 woman —_—: os wo 
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Protect her and her bat The truly braye, ee 5 
Women and children e ever ſave. 1 
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Vo gilt Kind muſters, from Vottud t6 toy?! £4 
be affürod, while I brvatll or Ea Atrnd--I meh hep? 
Be you pleaſed to ſmile, or be pleaſed to gritible, 

ze whatever you plbaſe I alh til your mot Kuumble. 

As to laugh is à right only given to man = I 
To keep up that: right/is my pride and n 1 * n 


Fair ladies, don't frown 31 meat women tod: FEY 


What's common to man, muſt be emen we pn. 9 055 


| You all have a right your feet muſeles toccüfl, ED 


From the old [urig prude, to che Ht Tig young' gi { 
And ever; with ploafure, ray branb k ccd f. e ban 
To make you alb giggle, and you, YE gelle, — ap 
In this preſent ſunimer; as well as the paſt, * _ 85 We 
To your favour again we preſent” Dr: Lift,” fog aid hies 
Who, by wonderful feats, in the papers recounted, 

From trudging on foot, to his chariot is mounted. 

Amongſt the old Bfitons, when war was begun, 


Charioteers would ſtay ten, while the foot could ſlay one. . 


So when doctors on wheels with Adee are kent, 14 

Mortality bilis riſe a thouſand per cent. WY 

But think not to phyſic that quack'ry wad 8 

All the world is a ſtage, and the quacks are mankind : 
There” 's 
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| Which will make een badi and the bad. will make 


Can the ſtage; with its bills, puffs, and patients, frond * f 


Some dramatical drugs, that are puff d on the ene, 4 5 


Jo return to our quack — ſnould be, help'd by the 8 


Should his noſtrums of hip and of vapours but cure yes 
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And eafier ſtill 3 1s that chariot laid — | 
He petitions, by me, both as doctor and lover, 
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Fix him well, I beſeech you; the worſt on't would be, | 


There's trade, len. and nn. 3 mY would we but 
We ſhould n bleſs us {ſome quacs| in th 
| Tk church! r 160302S. | 
The ſtiff. band and ſtiff. bob of the Methodiſt r race, 

Give the\batſars;ch life, and the finRute Bf grate ;\ 
And their poor wretched patients think much good is done 


'em, / YT O07 $24 74 Haan, 


Tho' bliſters and cauſtics are ever upon m. 
As fox laws and: the qſtate, if quack x a curſe, 0 
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woxſe, 94 9211 5 1 5d 10 ki . Gi 8s: I n 9 
We ſhould pads en the regular brother 
They are wiſer than d, who can tell one from t other! 


Shall we find out no quacks in the Theatre-rgyal? 


Cauſe many wry, faces, and ſcarce will go d 


Nay, an audience ſometimes will in quack'ry e 
And ſweat down an author ſome pounds in one night. 


Raiſe laughter and kind perſpiration together; 


His chariot he well can deſerve, I aſſure ye: 
*Tis eaſy to ſet up a chariot in town, - 


That you'll not ſtop his wheels, or his chariot tip over. 


* you overturn him, you my over/et me. 
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CLANDESTINE MARRIAGE, 
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P OETS _ painters, * RG aw draw 
Their beſt and richeſt ſtores, have made this 
That each ſhould neighbourly aſſiſt his es. 

And ſteal with decency from one another. 
To-night, your matchleſs Hogarth gives the thought, 
Which from his canvas to the ſtaye is * ; 
And who ſo fit to warm the poet's mind, 
As he who pictur'd-morals and mankind ? 
But not the ſame their characters and ſcenes ; - 
Both labour for one end, by different means; 
Each, as it ſuits him, takes a ſeparate road, 
Their one great object, marriage d-la-mode; . 
Where titles deign with cits to Have and hold, g 
And change rich blood for more ſubſlantial gold! ? 
And honour'd trade from int” reft turns aſide, 
To hazard happineſs for titled pride. 
The painter dead, yet ſtill he charms the eye ; 
While England lives, his fame can never die: 
But he, who /truts bis hour upon the Aage, | 
Can ſcarce extend his fame for half an age; 
Nor pen nor pencil can the actor ſave; 
The art and artiſt ſhare one common grave. 

Oh, let me drop one tributary tear, ” 
On poor Fack Falftaff's grave, and Fuliet's bier !* 


Mr. Quin and Mrs, Cibber both died a little before. 
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254  PFROLQ/GY HS. 
Lou to their worth muſt teſtimony give; 
"Tis in your hearts alone their fame can live. 


Still as the ſcenes of life will ſhift away, 
The ſtrong impreſſions of their art decay. 


Your-childreh Cannot. feel What you habe kilo] © - 

They'll boaſt of 2uins and Cibbers of their o n. q 
The greataſt glory: of our happy: few, 1 e 27300 
Is to be. and rr and, by .. 
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Ax old trite RE let me quote— 
As is your cloth, ſo cut your coat. 
To ſuit our author, and his farce, | 
Short let me be; for wit is Tage | : 9 | N | hat 
Nor would I ſhew it had I any; 3 Ws wy 1 Ne = 4 | 
The reaſons why are ſtrong and many. BT TR TOR 
Should J have wit, the piece have none, R 
A flaſh in pan with empty gun, 
The piece is ſure to be undone. FFV 
A tavern with a gaudy ſi gn gs 
Whoſe buſh is better than the wine. 
May cheat you once Will that devise, © 
Neat as imported, cheat you twice ? 
4335 
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'Tis wrong to re yur ewe. a <1 


Poets be dull in dedications 5! 1; gnon 9 91 520800 TÞ 

Dulneſs in theſe to wit præfen ů „„ 
But there, indeed, you ſeldom err i telt 
ſn prologues, prefaces, be Aut G U SS 217 11d 11 
A filver button ſpoils your ha. A0 253 „ 
A thread- bare coat might jekos eſtdpeg 9070 


0 Did not the blockheads dare the cape. ane lig 20 
#| A caſe in point to this before ye; | 
11 

Alo me, pray, to tell a ſtory! 

Lp To turn the penny, once, a wit, 

„pon a curious fancy hit: 

nung out a board, on which he boaſted, : 

5 Dinner for Bree. pence, boiPd ant roafted ! / , 

"A The hungry read, and in they trip, 7 . 

a f | With eager eye, and ſmackin g 5 | 2 


Here! bring this boilꝰd and roaſted, pray—” Tn] EE 
Enter potatoes, dreſe'd each way. 1 08 


i All ſtar'd and roſe, the houſe foro, 21 

. And damn'd the dinner —kickd the W 
; My landlord found, poor Patrick Kelhy n 

ye There was no joking with the belly. A 

g Theſe facts laid down, then thus 1 reaſon, 0 en 


Wit i in 2 protegue u out r ausn 2 81 0 10 5 
Yet ſtill will you for jokes fit watching, 


; And here my ſimile's ſo fit; ö | 

Por prologues are but ghoſts of WP ELSE ZHI 
* WY Vhich mean to ſhew their art and il, mw 
And ſcratch you to'their author's IIil. 
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In . for reaſons great and wel, 03 RAO 217” 
"Tis better to have none at all. lb $0 20 
Prologues and ghofts /—a'paltry race — 4+ ei 61 21 . J 
So let em both at once be laid | ooh . 
Say but the word give your commands 3 5 
We'll tie our prologue- add $41] eee 
Conſine theſe culprits! [holding up bis bands] bind nan. = 
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From 124. eee to come: 

Im a waiter, your honours ; you know buſtling Ton; 5 
Who, proud of your orders, and bowing before ye, 
Till ſupper is ready, III tell you a ſtorg. 

Twixt Hown/low and Colnbrooke, two. laſer of "Atl 

Well known on that road, the Nuo Mageres by name 
The one of long ſtanding, the other a new one; : 
This boaſts it's the od one, and that i it's the true one. 
Sure we, the old Magpye, as well as the younger, 

May boaſt that our liquor is clearer and * 325 
Of bragging and puffing you make but a =... 
You taſte of us both, and will ſtick to the beſt. 3 1 5 

A race we have had, for your paſtime and laughter:: 125 


Young Mag ſtarted firſt, with old Mag hopping after. 
PEE "Tis 
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Tis ſaid the li houſe hath poſſeſs'd a receipt, 
To make a choice mixture, of ſour, ſtrong, and ſweet 
A Jubilee punch, which, right ſkilfully made, 
Inſur'd the old Magpye a good runnin g trade: 
But think you we mean to monopolize ? — No, no! 
Fe We are like brother A/Þle ey, pro publico bono. 15 
at: Fach Magpye, your honours, will peck at his brother, 
5 And their natures were always to crib from each other. 
a Young landlords and old ones are taught by their calliy g. 
25 To laugh at engroſſing but practiſe foreſtalling: — — 


Our landlords are game cocks, and fair play but grant em, 
* Ill warrant you paſtime from each little bantam. 


Let's return to the punch hope; from my —_ 

That now the old Magpye may fell you a bowl! 0 

We have all ſorts and fizes, a quick trade to Wig E 

As one ſhilling, two ſhilling, three ſhilling, five: 

In this town of Strazford, you'll have each ingredient, | 

Beſide a kind welcome, from me, your obedient. 

Vl now ſqueeze my fruit, put ſugar and rum in, 

And be back in a moment [Bell rings] A comin ng, a nn 
2 * | | i | 
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| SFOKEN BY un. . WOODWARD, DRESSED IN DEEP 
| NOVRNING. 
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© ©» EM me; Lita, I pray—T can't nt Fon eas; 
Tm erying now and have been all the week...;:.. 
"7s not alone this mourning ſuit, good maſters, ; $1555 
Toe that within—for which there are no plaiſters.. 
Pray, would you know the reaſon why I'm crying? 
The Comic Muſe, long fick, is now a dying! | 
- And, if ſhe goes, my tears will never ſtop z 0 le 
For, as à play'r, I-can't ſqueeze out one'drop, _ | 
I ami undone, that's all—ſhall loſe my bread 
I'd rather, but that's nothing—loſe my head. 
When the ſweet maid is laid upon the bier, 
Sbuter and I ſhall be chief mourners here. 
To her a mawkiſh drab of ſpurious breed, 
Who deals in ſentimentals, will ſucceed ! 
Poor Ned and I are dead to all intents ; 
We can as ſoon ſpeak Greek as ſentiments ! 
Both nervous grown, to keep our ſpirits up, 
We now and then take down a hearty cup. 
What ſhall we do ?—Tf Comedy forſake us, 
They'll turn us out, and no-one elſe will take us, 
But why can't I be moral ?—Let me try - 
My heart thus prefſing—fix'd my face and eye— 


With 


5 I 


ARRI k. 
with a ſententious look, that nothing means, 
(Farces are barbers? blocks—in moral ſcenes). 
Thus I begin—** All is not gold that glitters ; 
« Pleaſure ſeems ſweet, but proves a glaſs of bitters. 
« When Ign'rance enters, Folly is at hand; 
Learning is better far than houſe or land. 

« Let not your virtue trip; who trips may ſtumble ; ; 
« And Virtue is not Virtue, if ſhe tumble.“ 

I give it up—morals won't do for me; 

To make you laugh, I ſhould play tragedy. 

One hope remains—hearing the maid was ill, 

A doctor comes, this night, to ſhew his ſkill. 

To chear her heart, and give your muſcles motion, 
He, in five draughts prepar'd, preſents a potion, 

A kind of magic charm ; for, be aſſured, | 

If you will fwallow it, the maid is cured : 

But deſperate the doctor, and her caſe is, 
If you reject, the doſe, and make wry faces! 
This truth he boaſts, will boaſt it while he lives, 
No poiſonous drugs are mix'd in what he gives. 
Should he ſucceed, you'll give him his degree ; = 
If not, within he will receive no fee! 1 E 
The college, you, muſt his pretenſions back, 
Pronounce him regular, or dub him quack. 
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PROLO/GU ES. 


PROLOGUE ro 


POLLY HONEYCOMBE. 
[3 | | H ITHER, in days of yore, from Spain or France, 
8 lf Came a dread ſorc'reſs, her name Romance. 
#8 O'er Britain's iſle her wayward ſpells ſhe caſt, 
. . 1 : And Common Senſe in magic chain bound faſt, 
in mad ſublime did each fond lover wooe, 
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And in heroics ran each billet-doux : 
High deeds of chivalry their ſole delight, 


Each fair a maid diſtreſs'd, each ſwain a Knight. 5 
Then might Sratira Oroondates ſee, | 7 
1 At tilts and tournaments, arm'd cap- a- pie. 31 
1 She too, on milk-white palfrey, launce in hand, 


A dwarf to guard her, pranc'd about the land. 
This fiend to quell, his ſword Cervantes drew, 
A truſty Spaniſh blade, Toledo true : 
Her taliſmans and magic wand he broke; 
Knights, genii, caſtles, vaniſh'd into ſmoke. 
But now the dear delight of later years, 
The younger ſiſter of Romance appears: 
Leſs ſolemn is her air, her drift the ſame, 
And Novel her enchanting, charming name. 
= * Romance might ſtrike our grave forefathers pomp, 
But Novel for our buck, and lively romp ! * 
Caſſandra's folios, now no longer read, 
dee two neat pocket volumes in their ſtead ! 
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" GARRICK” ws 
and then, fo. Petimmntel io the fie, 


So chaſte, yet ſo bewitching, all the while! 
Plot and elopement, N rape, and rapture, 
The total ſum of ev ry dear dear chapter. 
'Tis not alone the ſmall-talk and the mart, | 3 
"Tis Novel moſt beguiles the female heart. 1 
Miſs reads ſhe melts—ſhe fighs—love ſteals bed _— 
And then—Alas, poor girl! good night, . Honour! | ; 
, « *Thus. of our Polly. having lightly poke, N 1 1 | 
; © Now for our author—but without a joke. _ 5 1 
Tho' wits and journals, who, ne er fibb'd before, 1 [ 
© Have laid this bantling at à certain door, tho 4 i 
Where, lying ſtore of faults, they'd fain heap more, 2 . 
I now declare it as a ſerious truth,  - 23 
j is the firſt folly of a ſimple youth. + Kan Het wc | 
| Caught and deluded. by our harlot plays | W | 
Then cruſh not in the ſhell this infant Bayes / 1 
* Exert your favour to a young beginner; "= 1 | ; 
Nor uſe the pig ky a e inner. | > ; h | 
1 Theſe wp were added i Mr. Garrick, on 10 with reported. 4 | 
; that he was the author of the piece: : and, however humorous and 1 9 
g . contain as ſtrict matter of fat as the dulleſt proſe, I | 
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1 1 21851 175} 363 
Muſe Plays, and enter ſeveral perſons ai th di ere l Kinds 7 
Alben, 5 


mY TIDES 1 
144 


Enter Me Palmer in he de, 7 Chriſtin, 


et 
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81 on- prepare my Wes for my Bd ; 5 
And poo _ Mirth, 1 1 Wor her crew, eee 
1 a PI wa "re Th {To the audi. 
1 j EF : Beholda a well known to fame, 7 a 

5 Once lov'd and honour'd—C#rifmas i is my name ! 5 


My officers of ſtate my taſte diſplay ; ; 2 
Cooks, ſcullions, paſtry-cooks, prepare my way; 2 
| Holly and i ivy round me honours ſpread, 3 ; 


And my retinue ſhew—Prm not ill fed; | 

Minc'd pies, by way of belt, my breaſt divide, 

And a large carving-knife adorns my fide; 
Tis no fop's weapon, 'twill be often drawn; 

This turban for my head—is collar'd brawn. | 

Tho? old, and white my locks, my cheeks are cherry; 
Warm'd by good fires, good cheer, I'm always merry ; 
With carrol, fiddle, dance, and pleaſant tale, 

Teſt, gibe, prank, gambol, mummery, and ale, 

I Engliſh hearts rejoic'd, in days of yore; 

For new ſtrange modes, imported by the ſcore, 

ou will not ſure turn Chr/fmas out of door! 
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$uppoſe a well ſeated by a re,, | 
(Stuck cloſe, you ſeem more warm than you delire) 
Old Father Chriffmas, now in all his glory, 1 

Begs with kind hearts you N liſten to his ſtory : 

Clear well your faults D ws and ſpleen, 

Hear my ale out, ſet all tha to bHeen, 

Take care, m children, 1 that you well behave—— 

You, Sir, in b ve red | cape, not quite 1 o > grave : > M HOW : 
That critic there in 'black—ſo ſtern and A 
Before you frown, Pray, let the tale begin- 
You in the crimſon: capuichin, 1 fear you; gr HDM a 
Why, Madam, at this time, ſo crof appear vou n 
Excuſe me, pray—T did not ſee your huſband ar ou. 
Don't think, fair ladies, I expect that yo et aeg 
Should hear my tal. you've ſomething elſe to do: $2 02671 
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Nor will our beaus old Engliſh fare encourage ; gt of woHd 
No foreign taſte could e er digeſt plumb-porridge. 
[ have no ſauce to quicken lifeleſs finners ; 

My food is meant for honeft hearty grinners.* 

For you, your ſpirits with good ſtomachs bring; 
Oh, make the neighb'ring roof with rapture ring? 
Open your mouths, pray, fivallow every thing! 
Critics, beware how you our pranks deſpiſe ; 
Hear well my zale, or you ſhan't tou * my pyes; | 
The proverb Ven pl many but not viſe 
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Lord l' cries. a buxom widow, loud and frong, 25A 
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ig an 312 eig d Ie 910); 
Macedon when 0 ay pact E 203% 13m! 
nd victoty after victory Fas gain'd, 
he Greek Gazettes (for they had papers, there) _ 
- Publiſh'd a thouſand fibs——as they do here. 
From them one Curtius wrote of Philip's ſon, 55 
How he did things—which never could be Gone ? STS 
Unlike his copy, who will ſoon appear, EO 
His mighty ſoul ne'er knew the ſmalleſt og 1 8 | 
Tho? laurel-crown'd our pale young monarch comes, 3 
Trembling amidſt his triumphs, ſhouts and. en 
Would give up all his vict ries, falſe or true, rr © 
To gain one greater.conqueſt—that of ur... 8 80 


% He's quite a boy! To play that part is wrong. 
% Madam, he's fix, feet high, and cannot be too young.“ 
«He looks fo modeſt, hardly ſpeaks a word : 

Can he with proper ſpirit draw his ſword ? 

A face ſo ſmooth, where neither rage nor pride i is, 
„ Fits not the hero.“ Fronti nulla fades = 
In Engliſh thus: Truſt not to looks, they'll cheat us. | 


- Pounc'd not Sir Swagger lately, as he'd beat us? 
| 204 4 | i g | And 
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And was not VB. with all nis baue and ea a 2: 383 5 , "2 
By one, who-ſeem'd all meekneſs, kiek'd down: Dairy. 2 
Miſs B—, all delicacy, nerve, and fear, .Y 


Elop'd laſt week with a horſe: gtenadier !  '- 21 mio WV; 
And our advent'rer, tho' ſo mild and civil, Ac 
If you once rouſe him, plays' the very devil! reien EY IR 1 
Indeed!“ cries Madam, * Sir, Im much your debtary » * 
I ſhould be glad to-know the young man better? 

Twice our youn g hero, who for glory tow „, re 4 
In fields leſs dang'rous try'd his unknown pow'r OT * 
Like a young ſwimmer, ane fears commaid . 
In ſhallow ſtreams firſt ventur d from the land; 


Till, bolder grown, the rougher wave he ſtems, , 8.” 
. # 
Plunges from g 7 heights into the Thames. N 
Een now he flats" to hear the torrent roar, 2 
While his pale fates Aand Srighted 07 the. fhore ! 3 : Ls. by, 1 
Soon will he leap the precip Your nod 1 
Sinks him, or lifts him to to A Kale 25 | 
PROLOGUE TO THE. 2 . 
MATD OF THE:- OA 
SPOKEN BY MR, n IN nne. or FAME» 

Un to to ancient Fame, all eyes, tongues, ears — : 


See modern Fame, arm'd cap a-pit, appears, 

In ledgers; chronicles, gazettes, and 1 0 
My ſoaring wings are fine election ſpeeches, 
And puffs of candidates ſupply my breeckes. 
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_ ,* My cap is ; Tues critjciſin, LEY. Bo "bf 208 ha bod 
; Is there a bead © at mts Srinche pinto wor ns. 
ee ee 
No flowing robe eee we. dar + 22577 felt gets 
I wear a jacket, and I wind a horn 40 bak 
Pipe, ſong, and paſtoral, for five months paſt, -- 
- Fuffd-yell by me, have been- the general taſte: 1 hs 9 RIC 
! Now DON ſhines forth, to gaping crowds; 95 7 Sort 
LOR Highgate glitters. from her hill of clouds; DP. 
t. Georges, F eld, with taſte and faſhion , . 
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And Drury miſſes hare. in tawdry * = 
* X 7 e Ares; there Paſtoras by the fountain ſide.” | 
To frouſy bow'rs they reel through W e 
4 With Fauns half druuk, and Dryads breaking hon. = 
Both far and near did this new whimſy run; : 
” One . it 3 nnn a 
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Our i # LR muſt have his Pete Leer | : 
How is the weather ?—Pretty clear and bright. 
[Looking about. 
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A ſtorm's the Srl on champeire night ! 
" Left it ſhould fall to ſpoil the author's ſcenes, 


I'll catch this gleam, to tell you what he means: 

He means a ſhew, as brilliant as Cox's, ” = 

Laugh for the pit, and, may be, at the boxes; 

Song, chorus, frolic, dance, and rural play, 

The merry-making of a wedding day. OY 
_ Whoſe is the piece ?—'Tis all ſurmiſe, ſuggeſtion— _ -. 
WE 1: his, or hers, or yours, Sir? that's the queſtion. 
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Lord? the ſweet — _ = 


Of being ſmother'd by a pariſh nurſe: 3 —_ yo 5 
As you're kind, rear it if you re curious, pra alle Io | 15 2 


Ladies and gentlemen, indeed there's none; 
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The parent, bank, whimſical, or poor, h ‚ TEINS DS, 
Left it a puling infant at the door; L 420 Trane 2 1 | 
'Twas laid on flowets, and wrapp/d in fancied mer 52. 
And on the breaſt was written Ni N ni Oihs, 1 5 
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The actors erouded round = the girls carefs't 1— 2207 "Oy 
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| dleſs d it; | wn 
The maſter peep'd, ſind, took 1 W. n dreſy it. 
Whate'er its birth, protect it from the eürle 1E 


Apd ten to one but vanity e P 
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Tho prologues now, as ; blackberries, are Rune, 
And, like them, maukiſh too—nineteen in twenty: 


Yet you will have them, when their date is o'er, 0 
And prologue, prologue ! ſtill your honours roar; 


Till ſome fuch diſmal phiz as mine comes on 


The prologue, author, ſpeaker—all are dead and . 
Theſe reaſons have ſome weight, and ſtop the rout ; : 
You clap—T ſmile—and thus go cringing out: 
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Bu Shall I a ſcene I lately heard, 1 ar 

3 The place, the Park; the dana. eine, e ee 
Tuo female wits, with each a macaroni:: YE {bes 
| 4 Prythee, Lord ly; what's this thing at Fen aig 
11 This rr. „ru lo, damn'd low, Ma'am 1 


6 C' vrai, re you „wwe now feel no ſuch wn, 


95 Never are haunted with a vapouriſh devil. , 5 5 


And, of falſe dreams of happineſs brim Full, * 


The maſter of this bop, x too, ſeeks repoſe, 
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So much for Prologuzes—and now enter Farce : 74 by 1 AA 
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In pleaſure's round, we whirl it from the brain + 7 
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..< You rattle it away with ſeven's the main! 
In upper life we have no ſpleen or gall ; | 
« And as for other life—it is no life at all 


What can I ſay in our poor bard's behalf? 
He hopes that lower Iife may make you laugh. 


May not a trader, \ who ſhall buſineſs drop, 


Quitting at once his old-accuſtom'd op,  : 


In fancy through a courſe of pleaſures run, 


Retiring to his ſeat at {/ingtor ; 


Be at his villa miſerably dull? 
Would not he //iingtor's fine air 1 
Could he again be choak'd in Butcher-rocy ; 


In ſhewing cloth renew his former pleaſure, - - A 


Surpaſs d by none but that of clipping meaſure ? | 


Sells off his ſtock in trade, his verſe and. proſe, 


His daggers, buſkins, thunder, lightning, and old cloaths. Þ 


. * Alluding to Mr, Garrick's retiring from the ſtage, 


13 $7 While Baan call mas, for your pleaſure uſe me- 
Should 1 tip off—T hope you'll then excuſe mm. 
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Jo pick up ſtraws dropt from their harveſt- home. x: 0 ; 
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Their cauſe I plead—plead it in heart and mind; 


That hope obtain'd, the wiſh'd-for end ſecures, 
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Will he, in rind ag nd eaſe and duet? N 4 
Oh, no! hell bh for raury, and ſeek: peace in not 
Nature of yore prevail'd throꝰ human Kind; rage og? ated 
To low and middle life ſh&'s now confin'd : 


Twas there the choiceſt dramatiſt yOu ſou ught her, 


Then let our gaialig bard with abet com, 
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Intreats your ſmiles for fickneſs and for age : 


A fellow-feeling makes one wond'rous kind. 
Might we,but hope your zeal would not be leſs, 
When I am gone, to patroniſe diſtreſs: 


To /oothe their cares, who oft have lighten'd yours ö 
Shall the great heroes of 'celeſtial line. 


Who drank full bowls of Greek 1 vine; 1 
Cæſar and Brutus Agamemnon, Hector... is 
" WY, Ju himſelf, who here has 6 tits his nectar ! 
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29 Shen they who, 1 e e er euere, 
Tlhirſt in their ag, and call in vain. RN tr, 
| Like Bellifarius, tax the pitying Abe" PA 5 
FO With date obolum to all they meet? AR ene i 9 : 
© Shan't I, who oft have drench'd my hands} in gore, 
Stabb'd many, poilon'd ſome, beheaded more: 
Who numbers flew in battle on this plain 1 570 rel nt 
| Shan't I, the ſlayer, try to feed the ſlain ? 1 
Brother to all, with equal love I vier, 
i 4 The men who flew me, and the men I flew : 
II muſt, I will, this happy project ſeize, 
That thoſe, too old to die, may live with eaſe. 
Bauppoſe the ade; I ſmother'd in the Tower, 
By chance, or fickneſs, loſe their ating power; 
Shall ebep, once princes, worſe than all be ſery'd, - 
In childhood murder d, and, when murder'd, ftarv'd ? 
Matrons half raviſh'd for your recreation, 5 
In age, ſhould never want ſome confolation, WE 
Can I, young Hamlet once, to nature loſt, 1 
Behold, Oh, horrible! my father's ghoſt, mY 
With griſly beard, pale cheek—ſtalk up and down, 
And he, the reyal Dane — want half a crown? // 
Forbid it, ladies; gentlemen, forbid it; SS 
Give joy to age, and let them ſay—you did it. 
To you, * ye gods, I make my laſt appeal; * a 
You have a right to judge, as well as feel! i 
Will your 4:94 avi/doms to our ſcheme incline, . - "US 
That Kings, queens, heroes, igods, and ghoſts mays dine? Hors 
Olympus ſhakes. {—that omen all:\ſecureg——— : 2296 | 
May every joy vou give, be We N en 
6 : HEIRS illery. e 
BUEN 275 the upper gallery ; PRO- 
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** are e ; ah: as ben Now uy 
Some hit, ſome miſs, ſome poach, and ſome beat fairy . 
This wounds a ſtraggling bird ; that often tries, 1 5 1 
But never kills 3 he fhioots and ſhuts both eyes: =O oh 


Like our train d. bandi, the mark he never wy — 4 1 

He ſcorns to ſee the murder he commits: 8 - br 
Some will whole covies take, nineteen n N 

And then you ſmack your ps for game is plenty. A 


In mort, by you their merits muſt be tries 
And woe to them who are not qualified! nige 

Another fimile we mean to broach - 
A new orie too !—the ſtage is a ſtage · coach 
A tage- coach ?—why ?—PlI tell you, if you aſk it= © 
Here ſome take places, and ſome mount the baſket. * 
Our cattle too, that draw the ſtage along, 1 
Are of all ſorts and fizes weak and ſtrong; 1 
Brown, grey, black, bay, "_ tame, blind, lame, 5 

lean, _ * 25 g! 
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If, as we're jogging on, we ſometimes ſtop, 
Some ſcold within, and ſome aſleep will drop, 
While ſailors and their doxies ſing and roar o op. 
T.lhe coachman manager will ſometimes pleaſe ye Wn 
= But ſhould he ſtuff the coach too full, and ſqueeze ye, 
Tou then begin to ſwear Zounds ! ! ſhut the door; 
_ ©. We're cram'd already here's no room for more 
« You're ſo damn'd fat A little farther, Sir 
4 Tour elbow's in my ſtomach I can't ſtir?! ? 
Hoit! hoit! the coachman then drives on apace, 
And, ſmack ! with other ſtages runs a race. 
Thro' thick and thin we daſh, now VP now: down, * 
No raiſe a duſt, now rattling thro* the town: 
Nor firſt, now laſt, now jolted, crack! we fall— We 
= an pelted, hooted at, and damn'd by =: 27 
i Your late old coachman, tho oft fplaſh'd by dirt, 


3% And out in many a ſtorm, retires unhurt ; | „ 
IJ Enjoys your kind reward for all his pains, 
4 And now. to other hands reſigns the reins. 


* 


But the new partners of the old machine, | 
Hoping you'll find it ſnug and tight and clean, 
Vow that with much civility they'll treat you, * 
Will drive you well, and pleaſantly will ſeat you. 
Lf The road is not all turnpike—and, what WWE bs ' 
3 They can't inſure your watches, or your purſes :. . ' 13 
. But they'll inſure you, that their beſt endeavour - 

Shall not be wanting to obtain your favour: A „ 1 
{PO N et Gee * 1 the old fee will run for ever! | 
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f Thus at our friends we laugh, who feel . 45 
To reach oxr feelings, w We gurſelves muſt, mar 
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| Yet now I take the lead—and ledving art FO 
| And envy to the e ee « farm h af „ 105 
# Nee little Fee ee e ee obs 13 
[ n,, 0) IT 5 
Tul prove, ye fair, that, let us have our e, 
5 W. can, as wee mn, do/any thing; , 
| \ Nay, better too, perhaps; for, naw and then,” 
times produce much bungling.among men, 
Fo Int ſpits of lordly wits, with force and eaſe, 
Can't we write plays, or damn dem, if we Hs if 
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Are eyes, ſhapes, dimples, then , eur only arms ?- Tl 1 
Jo rule this man our ſex dame Nature teaches.: . 5 a 
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I The men, who grant. not much, allow us. charnis—— 5 
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ount the high horſe we can, and make long 
Nay, and with dignity, ſome wear the breeches— 
And why not wear em }—We ſhall have your votes, 
| While ſome of t'other ſex wear petticoaes. 
© Did not a Lagy's Knight, late Chevalier, © 
A braye, ſmart ſoldier to your eyes appear, | 
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To the mind's.eye let the n Harry riſe, : natal K 401 
And, in that viſion, , bonſting France deſpiſe; 
Then turm to later deeds your fires have wro n N 
| When Anna rul'd, and mighty Marlb'rough oY #: 5 
Shall Chatham die, and be forgot ꝰ Oh, no! 
Warm from its ſource let grateful ſorrow wow 1 g 
His matchleſs ardor fir'd each fear-ſtruck n mind, Ay. We 54 
lis genius ſoar'd, when Britons droop'd and pin'd ; © 
- Whilſt each ate Arias funk beneath the load, 
His heart, unſhook, with patriot virtue glow'd ; 
Like Hercules, he freed em from the weight, 
And on his ſoulders fix d che totterin 8 Nate ; ; 
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To * from the tomb his phone part 3 3; _ _ 122 „ 5 
To ſpread his mimic form throughout the ry „„ 
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